
GOD’S CREATION 

Aim: 

 To understand God’s plan and purpose for 

His creation. 

One of our major beliefs that is constantly being chal-

lenged by our world is the existence of God, and His 

role in creation.  Children are facing this struggle be-

tween these two divergent theories in school.  As 

teachers, it is important that we explain to children our 

faith. 

Teacher’s need to reiterate 

 Creation was not random but part of God’s overall 

plan 

 Man/woman were made for a specific purpose 

 This plan and purpose existed before the world 

 

Teachers should have a basic understand Darwin’s 

Theory of Evolution to be able to answer questions that 

may arise.  Darwin’s Theory of Evolution states that all 

organisms evolved through natural selection.  Natural 

selection is based on genetic variations that occur over 

time that would increase the ability of the organism to 

survive and reproduce.  These changes directly influ-

ence the characteristics that will eventually become 

dominant in a particular species. 

In this lesson, it is important that God, from the begin-

ning of time, had a plan for all of creation.  As such, the 

Bible from beginning to end points to this.  The Bible is 

about God and His love for creation.  Moreover, God's 

plan includes a specific purpose for His creation.  We 

were created to worship and serve Him.  This contrasts 

with a naturalistic view of creation.  Within naturalism 

(evolution) there is no concept of higher purpose out-

side of survival of the species.  Furthermore, the foun-

dations of our morality will be very different if we ac-

cept evolution as the originator of humanity vs God as 

the Creator of nature and humanity. 

Within this framework of God being the creator and 

having a plan, we must also understand that we were 

created perfectly without sin.  As part of His creative 

work, God created humanity in His image, which in-

cludes the ability to make choices on our own (having 

a free will).  It was through the misuse of this free will, 

both by Adam and Eve, and today by us as individuals, 

that we deal with its consequences.  Sin did not enter 

the world because we were created poorly, rather sin 

came into the world because of our misuse of the free 

will God gave to humanity. 
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GOD’S CREATION 

Aim: 

 To understand God’s plan and purpose for 

His creation. 

Genesis 1 
1 In the beginning when God created the heavens 
and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a 
wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. 
5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day. 

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst 
of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 
the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and sepa-
rated the waters that were under the dome from 
the waters that were above the dome. And it was 
so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be 
gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry 
land Earth, and the waters that were gathered to-
gether he called Seas. And God saw that it was 
good. 

11 
Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of 
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in 
it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vege-
tation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and 
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. 
And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was 
evening and there was morning, the third day. 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome 
of the sky to separate the day from the night; and 
let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 
and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was 
so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater 
light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome 
of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule 
over the day and over the night, and to separate 
the light from the darkness. And God saw that it 
was good. 19 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fourth day. 

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God 
created the great sea monsters and every living 

creature that moves, of every kind, with which the 
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God 
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day. 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living 
creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 
and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it 
was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth 
of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and 
everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our 
image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the wild animals of the earth,and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

27 So God created humankind in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the air and over every living thing 
that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I 
have given you every plant yielding seed that is 
upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with 
seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 
30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every 
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on 
the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.” And it was 
so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the sixth day. 
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The Hebrew word Bara  

means  

“to create out of nothing” 

 

Student Introduction  

If everything around us, including our own selves were the results 

of random, meaningless occurrences, then we have no higher pur-

pose.  But as the handiwork of a Creator, you and the entire uni-

verse have a higher purpose and a plan. If man was an accident or 

just an end-point of several chemical and biological processes, 

then dignity and honor become almost meaningless, because man 

would have no greater value than a cow, lizard or amoeba.  When 

God is in the picture, there is a greater law in the universe than 

“survival of the fittest”.  When God is in the picture, it helps us an-

swer the questions of who we are, why we are here and what is our 

purpose in life.  We can only understand who we are when we un-

derstand God’s role in creation and the best place to begin that un-

derstanding is in Genesis. 

One day, students of Albert Einstein were deep in discussion about 

the existence of God, and they came to the conclusion that “God 

did not exist”. Einstein asked them collectively, how much worldly 

knowledge they possessed. The students deliberated for a while 

and concluded that all together they probably had about 5% of all 

human knowledge.  Einstein replied, “Is it possible that God exists 

in the 95% that you know nothing about?” 

These first few verses in the Bible, reveal to us God as the creator.  

Why is it important for the reader to “know God as the creator”?  

The very question of our existence should lead us to know our God 

as the creator. Everything we are and what we will become, hinges 

on us understanding God as the creator.  Our purpose in studying 

Genesis is not to question God’s existence or the verity of creation, 

but to understand the divine plan and purpose for creation as a 

whole, and for each of us individually.  The first chapter of Genesis 

outlines the process of creation, in which God in His divine power, 

created everything.  Let us take some time to review these steps of 

divine creation outlined in the chapter. 

Bible Exposition  

The Magnificence of Creation – “In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth” – the Bible is straightforward about this 
declaration that the world did not come into being by chance. It was 
God who thought, decided and brought the world into existence. 
Creation is an eternal statement of an eternal God.  In Genesis 1:1, 
the original Hebrew translation uses the word “bara” meaning “to 
create out of nothing”.  Our creator God did not have any pre-
existing material from which He created everything.  In His divine 
power, God thought and spoke and we are the outcome.  God did 
all of this “in the beginning”, yet there was much more before the 
beginning. “Your throne is established from of old; You are from  



Activities  

Divide in 2 groups with 

each group taking one of 

the following positions: 

 

Group 1 - Take the posi-

tion that we all are the 

result of evolution and 

that there is no ultimate 

plan or purpose for our 

existence. 

 

Group 2 - Take the posi-

tion that we are the result 

of God’s creation and 

have a purpose and plan 

for our existence. 

 

Based on your group’s 

position, discuss from 

your view point the follow-

ing questions: 

 

 How was man/

woman created? 

 What is the difference 

between man and 

other animals? 

 What happens after 

you die? 

 Examine the founda-

tions for morality and 

ethics.  Are we re-

sponsible for our ac-

tions?  Describe why/

why not? 

everlasting” (Psalm 93:2). “Before the mountains were brought 
forth, or You had formed the earth and the world, even from ever-
lasting to everlasting, You are God” (Psalm 90:2). What a magnifi-
cent God we serve!  

 
Although the Bible states creation as a simple fact, it is not merely a 
fact, not a blip in time, not a mere dot on a chronological timeline. It 
is in fact magnificent and a window into the awesome power of God 
as the creator.  Let us consider the little we know and understand 
about the universe: a typical galaxy contains billions of individual 
stars; the Milky Way alone contains 200 billion stars; the Milky way 
is a giant spiral and would take 250 million years for it to make one 
complete rotation; there are many other galaxies that we are only 
now learning about; we know and understand very little about the 
universe. 
  
But God did this all by Himself; “Indeed My hand has laid the foun-
dation of the earth, and My right hand has stretched out the heav-
ens; when I call to them they stand up together.” (Isaiah 48:13) 
 

Man in God’s Image – “Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind 
in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ So God created human-
kind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them.” (Genesis 1: 26, 27). 

  
To understand who we are in God, we need to begin knowing that 
we are made in the image of God. We are special, the crown of His 
creation. We are unique and different from every other aspect of 
divine creation. Man is distinct in his moral, intellectual and spiritual 
capacities. Truly, human life is valuable because every human be-
ing, even with all our flaws and faults are still made in the image of 
God. 
 
What is man’s purpose in creation? God gave man “dominion” over 

all creation. When God said, 1. “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it; and 2. have dominion over the fish of the sea 

and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 

upon the earth”, he had the “big picture” in mind.  In the original He-

brew text, “dominion” does not mean “to dominate”, “to exploit” or 

“to control”, instead, it means “to be responsible for”. God appoint-

ed man as “stewards” over His creation; He gave us a responsibil-

ity.  

Creation is the Perfect Plan of a Perfect God – We are not here 
by chance.  Chance is the mere probability for anything to happen.  
Chance does not make things happen. Chance has no power. In-
herent in God’s creation is a plan and a purpose; a perfect plan and 
a perfect purpose. Nothing in His divine plan is an accident. The 
Bible also tells us that God’s plan and purpose were good; He was 
satisfied. God’s purpose in creation was eternal, “to gather together 
all things through Christ” (Ephesians 1:10). In the beginning, God 
planned salvation for His most cherished creation - Man. God wove  



the plan of salvation into His plan of creation. 

i. Jesus was ordained before the world was created: He indeed was 
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in 
these last times for you. (1 Peter 1:20) 

  

ii. Eternal life was promised before time began: in hope of eternal 
life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time began. (Titus 
1:2) 

  

iii. The mystery of the gospel (the cross) was  ordained before the 
world: But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden 
wisdom which God ordained before the ages for our glory. (1 Corin-
thians 2:7)  

  

iv. The grace given unto us was given before the world began: who 
has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was giv-
en to us in Christ Jesus before time began. (2 Timothy 1:9) 

  

v. Believers in Jesus Christ were chosen in Him before the founda-
tion of the world: just as He chose us in Him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him 
in love. (Ephesians 1:4)  
 

God’s Plan for You – Do you know what it means to you personal-
ly to be created in “His image”? Knowing that God has a special 
plan for your life means that you are not here by chance. He knew 
you before you were born, he thought about who He wanted you to 
be, way before time itself! "Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a 
prophet to the nations." (Jeremiah 1:5). Everything that happens in 
your life, from the small, insignificant, seemingly irrelevant activities 
to the most critical, crucial life-changing actions all happen within 
the greater scheme that is God's will Think about whether you have 
a relationship with your creator and if you do, what that relationship 
is like.  Do you see God's Son Jesus as your Savior, or just some-
one you have been learning about for many years? 
 
God created humanity perfect, which means without sin.  He also 
created humanity in His image, which means we are able to make a 
choice as to whether we will use our lives to fulfill God's purpose, or 
whether we will rebel against Him and choose our own path (ie sin).  
The choice of Adam in the past and the choices we make today 
show that we have chosen to go our own way.  This is contrary to 
God's design and purpose and thus we see creation today does not 
function the way God planned. Yet there is hope.  For those whom 
God has chosen, He also planned their salvation before time. Jesus 
paid for their salvation, so He could fulfill God’s plan.  
 
God knew before time that you, personally, would have faults, that 
you, personally, would be a sinner. The big question is do you find 
hope and redemption because of the Grace and Mercy of God, paid 
for by Jesus Christ, or do you find hope and redemption in some-
thing else?  Have you asked God if your are one of His redeemed 
or have you tried to earn redemption on your own.  Without a rela-
tionship with Christ, started by the Holy Spirit, a person cannot fulfill 
the amazing plans God has for His creation. 

Before I formed you in 

the womb I knew you, 

before you were born I 

set you apart; I appoint-

ed you as a prophet to 

the nations.” 

Jeremiah 1:5 



Lesson Review: 

1. The Hebrew word “bara” means _________________ . 

2. What 2 things did God command man to do? 

      

 

3. Identify what was part of God’s plan for the world, even before it 

was created. 

Values For Life 

What is man’s purpose in creation? God gave man “dominion” over 

all creation. When God said, 1. “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it; and 2. have dominion over the fish of the sea 

and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves 

upon the earth”, he had the “big picture” in mind.  In the original He-

brew text, “dominion” does not mean “to dominate”, “to exploit” or 

“to control”, instead, it means “to be responsible for”. God appointed 

man as “stewards” over His creation; He gave us a responsibility 

Our stewardship of creation is often diluted to only include our im-

mediate environment; rarely do we go so far as to include our ex-

tended environment. Our stewardship of God’s creation should not 

be superficially restricted to recycling and waste management 

which are all critical and relevant, but should extend to the value we 

place on human beings, the way we view the unborn and the born, 

the dignity we afford to the disabled, the aged and the not-so-

perfect, the stand we take against discrimination and injustice, and 

even our politico-social opinions on stem cell research, cloning and 

genetic engineering. 

Memory Verse: 
 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, 

and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of 

the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that 

moves upon the earth.” Genesis 1:28 

Closing Prayer: 

Heavenly father, we thank You for creating us for a purpose and 
plan.  Let us understand this each day we breathe so that our 
thoughts and actions are aligned with Your purpose for us and this 
world.  Help us treat all of creation with dignity and respect.  Give 
us strength and courage to stand up against the evils of this world 
that go against Your creation and Your purpose.  Fill us with Your 
Spirit to do Your will and if we have yet to touched by Your Holy 
Spirit, we pray that you will redeem us so that we may serve and 
honor you every day of our life.  Amen.  

God redeemed His creation through 
His son, Jesus Christ 



FOOLISHLY THINKING GOD IS NOT 

ENOUGH 

Help students understand that our faith in God means at all times.  We often seek the coun-
sel of other people before God, often forgetting all that He has done for us.   

1. Reflect on how God created us with free will and let's us experience the consequences of 
our choices.  Many times we replace the goodness of God with the depravity of mankind. (1 
Samuel  8: 7-9). 

2. How did God feel about the Israelites despite their disobedience? (1 Samuel 12: 20–24). 

3. What was the consequence  if they “did wickedly” (1 Samuel 12:25). 

4. What can we understand about the heart and nature of God in the way He responds to Is-
rael’s demand for a king? 

5. How can asserting our will over God’s will, affect us?  

6. What does God really want from man today? (1 Samuel 12: 22 and 24) 

Aim: 

To understand that God loves us and knows 

what is best of us, even though we are sin-

ners  

Theme :  Devoting ourselves to God’s unfailing leadership despite our rebellion within.  Grade 9 - Unit 1 Lesson 2 

Teacher’s Preparation 

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/1-sam/12.20-24?lang=eng#19
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/1-sam/12.25?lang=eng#24


FOOLISHLY THINKING GOD IS NOT 

ENOUGH 

Aim: 

To understand that God loves us and knows 

what is best of us, even though we are     

sinners  

Samuel said to all Israel, “I have listened to you in 
all that you have said to me, and have set a king 
over you. 2 See, it is the king who leads you now; I 
am old and gray, but my sons are with you. I have 
led you from my youth until this day. 3 Here I am; 
testify against me before the Lord and before his 
anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Or whose don-
key have I taken? Or whom have I defrauded? 
Whom have I oppressed? Or from whose hand 
have I taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it? Tes-
tify against me and I will restore it to you.” 4 They 
said, “You have not defrauded us or oppressed us 
or taken anything from the hand of anyone.” 5 He 
said to them, “The Lord is witness against you, 
and his anointed is witness this day, that you have 
not found anything in my hand.” And they said, 
“He is witness.” 

6 Samuel said to the people, “The Lord is wit-
ness, who appointed Moses and Aaron and 
brought your ancestors up out of the land of 
Egypt. 7 Now therefore take your stand, so that I 
may enter into judgment with you before the 
Lord, and I will declare to you all the saving 
deeds of the Lord that he performed for you and 
for your ancestors. 8 When Jacob went into Egypt 
and the Egyptians oppressed them, then your an-
cestors cried to the Lord and the Lord sent Mo-
ses and Aaron, who brought forth your ancestors 
out of Egypt, and settled them in this place. 9 But 
they forgot the Lord their God; and he sold them 
into the hand of Sisera, commander of the army of 
King Jabin of Hazor, and into the hand of the Phil-
istines, and into the hand of the king of Moab; and 
they fought against them. 10 Then they cried to the 
Lord, and said, ‘We have sinned, because we 
have forsaken the Lord, and have served the 
Baals and the Astartes; but now rescue us out of 
the hand of our enemies, and we will serve you.’ 
11 And the Lord sent Jerubbaal and Barak, and 
Jephthah, and Samson, and rescued you out of 
the hand of your enemies on every side; and you 
lived in safety. 12 But when you saw that King Na-
hash of the Ammonites came against you, you 
said to me, ‘No, but a king shall reign over us,’ 
though the Lord your God was your king. 13 See, 
here is the king whom you have chosen, for whom 

you have asked; see, the Lord has set a king 
over you. 14 If you will fear the Lord and serve 
him and heed his voice and not rebel against the 
commandment of the Lord, and if both you and 
the king who reigns over you will follow the Lord 
your God, it will be well; 15 but if you will not heed 
the voice of the Lord, but rebel against the com-
mandment of the Lord, then the hand of the 
Lord will be against you and your king. 16 Now 
therefore take your stand and see this great thing 
that the Lord will do before your eyes. 17 Is it not 
the wheat harvest today? I will call upon the 
Lord, that he may send thunder and rain; and 
you shall know and see that the wickedness that 
you have done in the sight of the Lord is great in 
demanding a king for yourselves.” 18 So Samuel 
called upon the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder 
and rain that day; and all the people greatly 
feared the Lord and Samuel. 

19 All the people said to Samuel, “Pray to the 
Lord your God for your servants, so that we may 
not die; for we have added to all our sins the evil 
of demanding a king for ourselves.” 20 And Samuel 
said to the people, “Do not be afraid; you have 
done all this evil, yet do not turn aside from follow-
ing the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your 
heart; 21 and do not turn aside after useless things 
that cannot profit or save, for they are useless. 
22 For the Lord will not cast away his people, for 
his great name’s sake, because it has pleased the 
Lord to make you a people for himself. 
23 Moreover as for me, far be it from me that I 
should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for 
you; and I will instruct you in the good and the 
right way. 24 Only fear the Lord, and serve him 
faithfully with all your heart; for consider what 
great things he has done for you. 25 But if you still 
do wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you 
and your king.”  

Theme :  Devoting ourselves to God’s unfailing leadership despite our rebellion within.  Grade 9 - Unit 1 Lesson 2 

1 Samuel 12 



Student Introduction  

As we go through today’s lesson, we will see how Samuel 
demonstrates his integrity before the people of Israel and 
asks anyone to bring charges if he has been dishonest or sin-
ful in anyway.  Amazingly no one does.  Let’s pause and think 
about this for a minute. Would we pass that test?   

Do we trust in the Lord and “wait upon him,” or rather trust 
our own judgment and disobey His commandments?  How do 
people try to justify their actions, as Saul did, when they do 
not wait? At times, we need to be reminded when we have 
sinned.  

Bible Exposition  

Samuel was dedicated to God from birth by his parents. He 
grew up in the house of the Lord, under the leadership of Eli, 
the High Priest.  God called Samuel when he was a little boy, 
and began to speak to him.  Throughout his life, Samuel 
stayed close to the voice of the Lord and allowed the Lord to 
make him a blessing to Israel. He spoke as a prophet to turn 
the hearts of the people to the Lord, and helped lead them to 
victory in battles with their enemies. The Lord wanted to con-
tinually guide Israel and be their Savior and  Redeemer. But 
sadly, the people of Israel decided that they preferred to have 
a king reign over them, like the nations around them. God 
wanted them to be separate and unique from those around 
them, but they wanted to conform to the world around them. 
Samuel was grieved at the people’s choice. But the Lord re-
assured him saying “Heed the voice of the people in all that 
they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected Me, that I should not reign over them.” (1 Samuel 
8:7).  

We see here a picture of a gracious God with a tender heart. 
Even though His people rejected God, He did not destroy 
them or force His will upon them.  He gives in to their request 
for a king.  Much like the father of the prodigal son in Luke 15, 
though grieved by the Israelites decision to He allows them to 
make their own choice and gives into their desire.  That is the 
heart of God.  God created us with free will free will, even 
though our decision saddens Him.  We must remember that 
we can not succeed when we asserts our independence from 
God’s presence.  The choice that Israel made in asking for a 
king was to assert that they knew better than God and want-
ed independence from Him.  God told Samuel to warn the 
people of Israel that they were making a grave mistake in do-
ing so.  



Activities  

Questions for discus-
sion. 

Count all the ways 
that God helped the 
Israelites, from Mo-
ses up to Samuel’s 
day? 

Do you give up on 
prayer if it is not an-
swered in your time? 

Have you seeked the 
counsel of others 
when you should 
have reached out  to 
God? 

As Samuel rebuked them, he called on The Lord to send 
thunder and rain, even though it was not the season for rain. 
God heard his prayer and sent thunder and rain in response. 
Seeing these signs, the people recognized their error and 
were filled with terror.  But yet again, we see the tender and 
fatherly heart of God when speaking through Samuel.  He re-
assured the people through Samuel, asking them not to fear. 
And then we see the wonderful words, “For the Lord will not 
forsake His people, for His great name’s sake, because it has 
pleased the Lord to make you His people.” (1Samuel 12:22). 
This speaks to the message of the gospel of to us today, 
where in Romans 5:8 it states, “But God demonstrates His 
own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.”  The beautiful thing about God’s sacrifice through 
Christ is that those who are redeemed did not choose Him 
first or do anything to deserve His love and goodness.  He did 
it all!  We could never doing anything to be worthy of this 
amazing gift.  We could never be righteous in His eyes.  For 
those who God redeemed, He sent Jesus to die for them, that 
through His blood, they might be acceptable in God’s eyes.  

We are here today because our loving Father in Heaven was 
pleased to create us and gave us the ability to choose wheth-
er or not we will serve Him.  No different than the Israelites, 
we continually choose to turn away from God.  This is the na-
ture of man and what Samuel is reminding the people.  Be-
cause of our rebellion against God, we need the Holy Spirit to 
change our lives and accept Christ as our Lord and Master.  
In Romans 8:34 it reads, “Who is to condemn? It is Christ Je-
sus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand 
of God, who indeed intercedes for us.”  If we recognize God’s 
love for us, like Samuel, we will truly find our hearts overflow-
ing with love for Him.  The beauty of Christianity is that God is 
loves us and rather than demanding that we do more and 
more, He declares that everything has been done already. 
His Son has finished and perfected His demands for right-
eousness on the cross and when we accept Christ, God sees 
His finished work on the cross and is satisfied.  Our part is to 
understand in whom we have to put our trust and hope in.  
That is Jesus Christ. 



Values for Life: 

God's Word repeatedly assures us that the pain of going to 
Him is far less than the pain of avoiding Him. It also assures  
those saved by Grace that because of Jesus we can "come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy"  

Serve and seek the Lord in all your struggles and ask for his 
mercy to guide you in the path of righteousness. 

 

Memory Verse 

Moreover as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against 
the Lord by ceasing to pray for you; and I will instruct you in 
the good and the right way. 

1 Samuel 12:23 

 

Closing Prayer 

Dear God, through Christ’s saving work on the cross; His re-
deemed are enabled to serve you. However, sometimes we 
are filled with doubts and worries as we face challenges in our 
own lives. Enable us to accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior 
so we can meet these challenges with confidence that you will 
never forsake us. Amen 



THIRST FOR GOD 

The imagery portrayed in Psalm 42 is used often in song and prayer.  It is an image of deer 
who longs for water and nothing else.  This intense feeling is how our relationship with God 
should be.  The psalm was written during a difficult time for the author.  It talks about a time 
when there was no hope, and those around questioning the author’s faith. 

The teacher will take the children through the Psalm, as explained in the main section of the 
lesson.  Place emphasis on the feelings that are displayed in the passage.   

At the end, only God can fulfill the longing in our heart and be the hope that we seek. 

Theme :   Having a desire for  God that nothing else can fulfil  Grade 9 - Unit 1 Lesson 3 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand that no matter the situation, 

God is the only answer and that we must 

have a real relationship with Him in order to 

experience this  



THIRST FOR GOD 

To the leader. A Maskil of the Korahites. 
 
1 
As a deer longs for flowing streams, 

    so my soul longs for you, O God. 
2 
My soul thirsts for God, 

    for the living God. 
When shall I come and behold 
    the face of God? 
3 
My tears have been my food 

    day and night, 
while people say to me continually, 
    “Where is your God?” 
4 
These things I remember, 

    as I pour out my soul: 
how I went with the throng, 
    and led them in procession to the house of 
God, 
with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving, 
    a multitude keeping festival. 
5 
Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

    and why are you disquieted within me? 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 
    my help 

6 
and my God. 

My soul is cast down within me; 
    therefore I remember you 
from the land of Jordan and of Hermon, 
    from Mount Mizar. 
7 
Deep calls to deep 

    at the thunder of your cataracts; 
all your waves and your billows 
    have gone over me. 
8 
By day the Lord commands his steadfast 

love, 
    and at night his song is with me, 
    a prayer to the God of my life. 
9 
I say to God, my rock, 

    “Why have you forgotten me? 
Why must I walk about mournfully 
    because the enemy oppresses me?” 
10 

As with a deadly wound in my body, 
    my adversaries taunt me, 
while they say to me continually, 
    “Where is your God?” 

11 
Why are you cast down, O my soul, 

    and why are you disquieted within me? 
Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, 
    my help and my God. 

Aim: 

To understand that no matter the situation, 

God is the only answer and that we must 

have a real relationship with Him in order to 

experience this  

Theme :   Having a desire for  God that nothing else can fulfil  Grade 9 - Unit 1 Lesson 3 

Psalm 42 



The Psalmist talks about 

how his “tears have 

been his food and day 

and night.”   

What does that        

mean to you?  

Student Introduction  

When do you find yourself praying to God most earnestly?  Is 
during good times or difficult times?  Why do you think this is 
so?  We see many characters that turned to God during diffi-
cult times: Jonah in the whale’s belly, Hannah when she was 
childless, etc.   

The book of Psalms can be divided into 5 sections.  The sec-
ond section begins with Psalm 42.  In particular, it is one of 
the 13 Psalms dedicated to the chief Musician, Maschil.  
Many believe this Psalm to have been written by King David.  
It has been set to music through out time.  The popular song 
“As the Deer Panteth” is sung in many of our churches and 
prayer meetings.   

What is the message that David is trying to portray in the 
Psalm?  How can we apply it to our lives today?   

Bible Exposition  

The Psalmist uses the image of a deer to begin the passage.  
The deer is thirsting for water.  When one is thirsty, that be-
comes the primary thing on a person’s mind.  The need for 
water engulfs the person’s thoughts.  The only thing that can 
quench thirst is not food, money or other items.  It can only be 
satisfied by a drink.  As such, we see that God is the only 
thing that can fulfill the author’s desire.   

Water is essential to life as is God to our lives.  It is pure, 
abundant and everywhere but unless it enters a person’s 
mouth, water cannot satisfy a person’s thirst.  Flowing 
streams of water represents our living God and His ability to 
sustain life to all who come to Him.   

Some might say that you don’t need God to live, as there our 
Atheists who live without acknowledging God.  In order to live 
forever, as this life is temporary, you need God.  To live life to 
its fullest, it must be in accordance to the will of God that cre-
ated you.  God gave us free will but living in a close relation-
ship with Him allows us to experience the life that God intend-
ed for us.  The Psalmist is seeking a real relationship with the 
living God, not just a superficial understanding of the Al-
mighty.    

The Psalmist talks about how his tears have been his food.  
He is explaining a desperate time, where there seems to be 
no hope.  Others around him question his faith in God due to 
the difficulties that he faces.  It is in this situation where the 
Psalmist needs God more than ever.  It is a lesson to us that 
there is no need to look anywhere else other than to the living 
God during such times. 



Activities  

The Psalmist uses an 
analogy of a deer to 
describe his thirst for 
God.   

An analogy is defined 
as a comparison of 
two things based on 
their being alike in 
some way (Merriam-
Webster Dictionary).   

On your own, create 
some other analogies 
to describe your rela-
tionship with God.   

Share your ideas 
with the entire class. 

When on the cross, Jesus cried out “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34).  This is a direct quote 
from Psalm 22:1 but also reflects what the Psalmist is talking 
about in Psalm 42.  We see a time when there seems to be 
no hope but the Psalmist reassures himself that there is no 
need to have doubts during these troubled times as God is in 
control. 

All hope should be placed in God.  This hope is strengthened 
through praising God.  When you say out loud what you be-
lieve in your heart, that thought becomes more than just an 
idea: you start to truly believe.  When you praise God out 
loud, others hear and you become integral to the message.  
Often times it is hard to believe that God is near.  We must 
believe whole heartedly and say it out loud.  Our thoughts 
must become spoken words so that they may grow into real 
actions.   

During difficult times in our lives, we wonder who can we turn 
to.  Sometimes we look around but have no one to share it 
with.  Going through difficult times alone can be daunting.  
Whether it be school, family or other issues, we need to call 
on God.  A genuine relationship with Jesus Christ is what we 
need to establish. 

How would you feel if a friend of yours only called you when 
they had a difficult situation?  During good times, they forgot 
about you.  Is this how our relationship with Jesus is?  We 
need to have a real relationship, not one of convenience.  
This is when we can experience a “thirst” for God.  Our com-
munication should not just be once a day for 5 minutes.  It 
must be a constant communication.  We should talk to him 
through out the day, seeking guidance for all our decisions.  
Real intimate communication can only take place between 
two who have a true relationship.   

There must be an acknowledgement that Jesus paid the price 
for you and there is no one else that can provide you that as-
surance.  Let us seek God and accept His son in our hearts 
so that this relationship can allow us to get through all the dif-
ficult situations that we may face. 



Lesson Review 

1. Who is believed to have written Psalm 42? 

2. What does flowing streams of water represent? 

3. Explain the type of situation the author of this Psalm is       
 facing. 

Values for Life: 

Hopelessness can turn into triumph only when we have true 
relationship with Jesus Christ and experience the love of God 

Memory Verse: 
 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 

Romans 12:12 

 

Closing Prayer: 

Father, we thank you for your unchanging love for us that was 
displayed on the cross.  We pray for a relationship with you 
that can withstand all the difficulties that we may face.  Help 
us to realize that there is nothing in this world that can take 
the place of you.  We need you now and forever.  In the name 
of Jesus, Amen. 



GOD’S COMMANDMENTS;  

OUR RESPONSE 

1. Review the relationship between God, Abraham, and Moses. Were they worthy to be   
 chosen for God's work? ( Genesis 12, Genesis 16, Exodus 3, Exodus 33:7-11, Numbers 
 20:1-12) 

2. Examine the details of the Mosaic Laws (Exodus 19,20) 

3. Review how the Israelites were different from other cultures. 

4. Examine how the Israelites were disobedient to God’s laws (Exodus 32). What              
 punishment did they deserve? 

5. Understand the importance of needing a Savior to restore the relationship between God 
and his people (New Covenant Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 10:1-18). 

Moses was the messenger to the Israelites to convey God’s commandments to them, “Now 

therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 

possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine” (Exodus 19:5) They were expected to 

follow God’s commandments out of love for their creator who led them out of Egypt, but they 

decided to put other things ahead of Him and turned to idols.  This act of worshiping an idol 

was a sin, a blatant disregard of the first commandment, “Thou shall have no other God be-

fore me.”  The sins of the Israelite nations is in stark contrast to lives of their leaders (eg Mo-

ses and Abraham).  The importance of following God and his desires, “the commandments” 

must be expressed clearly. The Israelites broke God’s law, and the Lord was angry.  We 

should recognize hope is found in the redemptive work of God alone, through the Holy Spirit, 

paid for by the blood of Jesus.  God sees our sinful state and chooses to intervene despite 

who we are.  Thus the Mosaic covenant serves as a reminder of: 1) God's demand for per-

fection 2) Our hopeless inability to deliver that perfection.  It is in this hopelessness that we 

must point children to the hope found only in the Grace and Mercy of Jesus Christ.  Each 

child must be acknowledge that they can live up to the God's expectations alone and must 

put their entire faith in Christ as our redeemer. 

Theme : To understand God’s laws, our failure to keep them and God’s answer Grade 9 - Unit 1 Lesson 4 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand that God bridged the gap   

between man and Him because He loves us 

and we were unable to keep his command-

ments  



GOD’S COMMANDMENTS;  

OUR RESPONSE 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other 
wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said 
to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat 
from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said 
to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden; 3 but God said, ‘You shall not 
eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 
die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You 
will not die; 5 for God knows that when you eat of 
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the 
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of 
its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then 
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves to-
gether and made loincloths for themselves. 

Exodus 20:1-21 

Then God spoke all these words: 

2 I am the Lord your God, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 
3 you shall have no other gods before me. 

4 You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether 
in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 
that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth. 5 You shall not bow down to 
them or worship them; for I the Lord your God 
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniq-
uity of parents, to the third and the fourth genera-
tion of those who reject me, 6 but showing stead-
fast love to the thousandth generation of those 
who love me and keep my commandments. 

7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of 
the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. 

8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work. 
10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord 
your God; you shall not do any work—you, your 

son or your daughter, your male or female slave, 
your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 
11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested 
the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the 
sabbath day and consecrated it. 

12 Honor your father and your mother, so that 
your days may be long in the land that the Lord 
your God is giving you. 

13 You shall not murder. 

14 You shall not commit adultery. 

15 You shall not steal. 

16 You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbor. 

17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you 
shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or 
female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor. 

18 When all the people witnessed the thunder and 
lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the moun-
tain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and 
stood at a distance, 19 and said to Moses, “You 
speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God 
speak to us, or we will die.” 20 Moses said to the 
people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only 
to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so 
that you do not sin.” 21 Then the people stood at 
a distance, while Moses drew near to the thick 
darkness where God was. 

Aim: 

To understand that God bridged the gap   

between man and Him because He loves us 

and we were unable to keep his command-

ments  

Theme : To understand God’s laws, our failure to keep them and God’s answer Grade 9 - Unit 1 Lesson 4 

Genesis 3:1-7 



Student Introduction  

Have you ever been punished by your parents for disobedi-

ence?  How do you feel being punished?  Do you think your 

parents enjoy punishing you?   

 

God was hurt when the Israelites did not listen or follow his 

commands. He had protected them and delivered them from 

the Egyptians.  Just like our parents expect obedience from 

us, our Heavenly Fathers expects us to who obey Him.  God 

selected Israel as his chosen people and they were expected 

to follow His commandments. The laws taught them how to 

live spiritually as well as socially. If the laws God gave were 

not followed, the Israelites would be guilty of sin.  This sin re-

sults in a punishment and more importantly a separation from 

God.  

 

Do you ever feel it difficult to be obedient to God?  Many 

times in life, if we look at the Holiness of God and compare it 

to the sinfulness in our personal lives, we might think we will 

never be good enough to approach God.  Because of our sin-

ful nature, we should be separated from Him.  But God found 

another way to bridge the gap between man and himself.  He 

paid the price for our sin. 

Bible Exposition  

When reading through Genesis 3, we can see that human be-

ings have always rebelled against God since their beginning. 

This rebellion is how sin entered the world.  The effects of sin 

are still with us today.  More importantly, we continue to sin 

just like Adam and Eve did in the Garden of Eden.  Sin is that 

which separates us from God.  In the Garden of Eden, Adam 

and Eve had a direct relationship with God.  This relationship 

was severed by eating the fruit of the tree of knowledge of 

good and evil. 

 

In the story of Noah, we see the depth of God's anger to-

wards sin, yet we see God making a promise to Noah after 

the flood.  God made a covenant with Noah that He would 

never destroy the earth in the same manner.  It is a covenant 

that stands to this day. 

   

Compare and contrast this with the Mosaic covenant.  The 

Ten Commandments is also referred to as the Mosaic cove-

nant or the Sinai covenant. The Ten Commandments were 

The wages of sin is 

death 



Activities  

Discuss in a group:   

 

Of the Ten Command-

ments, which one de-

serves the greatest 

punishment for not 

keeping it? 

 

It is there a difference 

between a big sin and 

little sin? 

 

Are there different pric-

es to be paid for differ-

ent sins? 

 

Do we treat people dif-

ferently based on the 

sins they commit?   

 

 

rules for the Israelites to follow.  If the Israelites broke these 

rules, they would have to face God's wrath.   

 

While the Israelites were waiting for Moses to come down 

from the mountain with the new covenant, their patience grew 

thin and they asked Aaron to make them an idol.  Even before 

they could forge a covenant with the Lord, they managed to 

find a way to sin.  The response of the Israelites throughout 

Scripture to the Mosaic covenant reminds us that we need 

Divine help, because we can not do it on our own.    

 

The Ten Commandments provide guidelines on how the Jews 

were to worship God and how to treat others.  They were ex-

plicit on what was not to be done, as eight of the command-

ments begin with “You shall not”.  This describes the type of 

relationship that the people had with the God that delivered 

them from Egypt.  A child is often told what not to do by their 

parents: do not touch the stove, do not go outside without 

your coat, etc.  God was instructing an immature people.   

 

Our goal is to honor God, not because we are afraid of the 

consequences, but rather as a response to the Lord's love for 

us.  We need to be fearful, but love must drive our actions.   If 

we are unable to follow the Law as laid down in the Ten Com-

mandments, can we ever have hope?  The answer is YES!  

God established a Covenant through Jesus Christ. As we 

read in Jeremiah 31:31-34, this is the new covenant that the 

Lord said He would provide and create with the house of Isra-

el and the house of Judah.  Only in Jesus Christ can we find 

our everlasting covenant with the Lord.  As you reflect on the 

words of the Ten Commandments, and your inability to honor 

them in your daily life, you should be reminded that you need 

Jesus – now more than ever. 

 

Whether it be the what God told Adam and Eve not to do or 
the Ten Commandments He instructed the Jews to follow, we 
see mankind unable to honor the commandments of God.  It 
would be just if God punished us for our inability to follow his 
commandments.  Rather than punish us, He allowed His only 
son to suffer and die for our punishment.  Christ died to 
reestablish the relationship between God and man that was 
lost in the Garden of Eden.  He is the only answer and the on-
ly way to the Father.  It is through His sacrifice that he taught 
us what true love is.   It is the cross that is the symbol of this 
love. 



Lesson Review 

Short Answer 

1. What is the Mosaic Covenant? 

 

 

2. What was promised in Jeremiah 31:31-34 and who was it 

fulfilled through?   

 

 

Essay 

1. If we did not have Christ and only the Mosaic covenant, 

how would things be different today? 

 

 

 

Values for Life: 

 God’s gave us the commandments because he loved us.  

Just like our parents discipline us, God disciplines us be-

cause he loves us. 

 God knows we are rebellious at heart, thus He planned a 

way to redeem His children knowing we always turn away 

from Him. 

 

Memory Verse 

And it is by God’s will
 
that we have been sanctified through 

the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

Hebrews 10:10 

 

Closing Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we are sometimes puzzled by what you 
have done and what you will do.  Lord, please send Your Holy 
Spirit to guide our minds and hearts.  You have revealed to us 
that only Christ's sacrifice satisfies Your demands, thus we 
pray that we know Jesus personally.  Guide us by the power 
of your Spirit to submit our lives to your Son Jesus Christ.   

“For I will forgive their 

wickedness and will   

remember their sins no 

more.” 

Jeremiah 31:34b 



FORESHADOWING THE SAVIOR 

1. Review the concept of covenants, especially the two main types – 1 way covenant 
 (promise) vs 2 way covenant (contract) 

2. Examine covenants that God had with Noah (Genesis 9), Abraham (Genesis 15 & 17), 
 and Moses (Exodus 19 & 20) 

3. Review how these covenants relate to the promise of a Savior in Genesis 3 and the pur
 pose of the Savior in Hebrews 10 

4. Review the necessity God made for punishment to be borne for the sins of His people and 
 who would take that punishment. 

5. Review that sacrifice and following of the Law served to a) remind us of our sinful nature     
  b) the futility of trying to atone for our sins by ourselves c) foreshadowing of the Savior 

Review the details of the Levitical Laws in Chapters. 1-3. 

Theme :   The purpose of the Law was to show how broken we are.  Grade 9 - Unit 1 Lesson 5 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand that as God expects are best, 

He gave his best to fulfill the law of the Old 

Testament through His son Jesus Christ 



FORESHADOWING THE SAVIOR 

The Lord summoned Moses and spoke to 
him from the tent of meeting, saying: 

2 
Speak 

to the people of Israel and say to them: When 
any of you bring an offering of livestock to the 
Lord, you shall bring your offering from the 
herd or from the flock. 

3 
If the offering is a burnt offering from the 

herd, you shall offer a male without blemish; 
you shall bring it to the entrance of the tent of 
meeting, for acceptance in your behalf before 
the Lord. 

4 
You shall lay your hand on the 

head of the burnt offering, and it shall be ac-
ceptable in your behalf as atonement for you. 
5 
The bull shall be slaughtered before the 

Lord; and Aaron’s sons the priests shall offer 
the blood, dashing the blood against all sides 
of the altar that is at the entrance of the tent 
of meeting. 

6 
The burnt offering shall be flayed 

and cut up into its parts. 
7 
The sons of the 

priest Aaron shall put fire on the altar and ar-
range wood on the fire. 

8 
Aaron’s sons the 

priests shall arrange the parts, with the head 
and the suet, on the wood that is on the fire 
on the altar; 

9 
but its entrails and its legs shall 

be washed with water. Then the priest shall 
turn the whole into smoke on the altar as a 
burnt offering, an offering by fire of pleasing 
odor to the Lord. 

10 
If your gift for a burnt offering is from the 

flock, from the sheep or goats, your offering 
shall be a male without blemish. 

11 
It shall be 

slaughtered on the north side of the altar be-
fore the Lord, and Aaron’s sons the priests 
shall dash its blood against all sides of the 
altar. 

12 
It shall be cut up into its parts, with its 

head and its suet, and the priest shall arrange 
them on the wood that is on the fire on the 
altar; 

13 
but the entrails and the legs shall be 

washed with water. Then the priest shall offer 
the whole and turn it into smoke on the altar; 

it is a burnt offering, an offering by fire of 
pleasing odor to the Lord. 

14 
If your offering to the Lord is a burnt offer-

ing of birds, you shall choose your offering 
from turtledoves or pigeons. 

15 
The priest shall 

bring it to the altar and wring off its head, and 
turn it into smoke on the altar; and its blood 
shall be drained out against the side of the 
altar. 

16 
He shall remove its crop with its con-

tents
[a]

 and throw it at the east side of the al-
tar, in the place for ashes. 

17 
He shall tear it 

open by its wings without severing it. Then 
the priest shall turn it into smoke on the altar, 
on the wood that is on the fire; it is a burnt of-
fering, an offering by fire of pleasing odor to 
the Lord.” 

Aim: 

To understand that as God expects are best, 

He gave his best to fulfill the law of the Old 

Testament through His son Jesus Christ 

Theme : The purpose of the Law was to show how broken we are.  Grade 9 - Unit 1 Lesson 5 

Leviticus 1 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%201&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-2762a


The Ten                  

Commandments is   

also known as the    

Sinai or Moses        

Covenant 

Student Introduction  

Have you ever tried to exchange something you had for 
something you desired?  Perhaps it was at lunchtime, when 
you found your friend's lunch more appetizing than yours?  
Perhaps it was something more valuable.  Maybe it was at 
home, when you offered to do certain chores knowing that 
your parents would buy you something you really wanted in 
return. Within the first three chapters of Leviticus, we see 
God’s prescribing in detail his expectations for various sacri-
fices.  Of the three sacrifices reviewed, the Burnt Offering 
sacrifice was detailed in its requirements.   The person offer-
ing the sacrifice was expected to give their best.  Did you ev-
er wonder why they had to offer God something that was so 
valuable?  The answer can be found in the covenant made on 
Mt. Sinai between God and Moses.  In Ten Commandments, 
God made His expectations very clear.  Falling short of those 
expectations meant eternal separation from God.  The sacri-
fices found in Leviticus were the way God reminded the peo-
ple that unless they paid the price for their sins, their separa-
tion would be eternal. Yet they had to constantly offer sacrific-
es to God, with no end in sight.  The reason was that those 
sacrifices could never make up for all their sins.  Because of 
His immense love for us, God found a better way.  He sent 
His only son to make up for the sins of the people, Jesus 
Christ. 

Bible Exposition  

The book of Leviticus goes into many details on worship in 
Old Testament times.  These details come from the experi-
ence the Israelites had on Mount Sinai, when Moses received 
the Ten Commandments.  Another term for the Ten Com-
mandments is the Sinai Covenant or Mosaic Covenant.  With-
in the Sinai Covenant, our Heavenly Father lays out the de-
tails on how people should live, both in relationships to God 
and to one another.  Within the first three chapters of Leviti-
cus God describes to Moses three specific offerings or sacri-
fices: a) Burnt Offering - Leviticus 1, b) Grain Offering - Leviti-
cus 2 and c) Fellowship Offering - Leviticus 3.   

Each of these offerings has very specific requirements but we 
will delve deeper into the details of the Burnt Offering in par-
ticular.  The Burnt Offering is described in Leviticus 1.  God 
makes it clear that if anyone brings an offering, it should 
come from their respective herd or stock.  This implies that 
what is offered should be of value to the worshiper, not some-
thing that was caught wild and therefore did not cost the wor-
shiper.  In verses 3 and 10, God delineates that the animal 
must be without blemish.  For people of this time period, this 
would further raise the value of what they were offering to  



Activities  

Divide in 2 groups 
and discuss the fol-
lowing questions.  
Regroup and share 
the answers with oth-
er members.   

What was the pur-
pose of sacrifice in 
the Old Testament? 

How God's plan for 
salvation was differ-
ent in the Old Testa-
ment vs the New 
Testament? 

Identify ways that 
you to atone for your 
sins. 

Can you earn salva-
tion? 

God.  Verses 4 to 9 and 10 through 16 dictate exactly how the 
sacrifice is to be made, both in the context of the worshiper as 
well as the priest.  In verses 9, 13 and 17, God instructs the 
people that the offering should be an aroma pleasing to Him.  
Leviticus chapters two and three describe the details of the 
Grain Offering and the Fellowship Offering, respectively.  Sim-
ilar to the pattern of Leviticus 1, we see that the details for 
each offering are precise, both for the worshiper and the 
priest.  Within the context of the Old Testament, each of these 
offering had a specific purpose.   

The overarching theme within these chapters cannot be un-
derstood without remembering the Mosaic covenant.  The 
bondage in Egypt was a result of the wayward nature of the 
Israelites.  God saved them from this punishment and remind-
ed them through the Mosaic Covenant that he had an expec-
tation of perfection from His creation.  Knowing that the Israel-
ites would again turn away, the precise prescriptions found 
Leviticus served as a continuous reminder that redemption 
could not be found in the actions of the people, but rather 
through a Savior. There are some that say that redemption, 
for the Israelites was found in their sacrifices, but if this is 
true, why did they constantly have to make sacrifices day af-
ter day?  All of the sacrifices described in Leviticus serve as a 
strong reminder to us that we can only have hope if we are 
saved by the blood of the one and only true sacrifice – Jesus 
Christ.  Jesus is the one true offering because He is the only 
one without blemish, and being God's Son, the sacrifice of His 
life is the only thing that can satisfy the wrath of God.  Only 
His blood can pay the cost for the redeemed, both past pre-
sent and future.  The writing through Leviticus is a foreshad-
owing of God's eventual work through His Son, Jesus Christ. 



Lesson Review 

Why is God so concerned with sacrifices? 

 

 

Name the three primary types of sacrifice described in Leviti-
cus 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

Detail the similarities between these different types of sacrific-
es. 

 

 

Detail the differences between these types of sacrifices. 

 

 

 

Essay: 

Do you live your life constantly offering sacrifices to atone for 
your sins?  If so, describe what are the things you do to be-
come holy and acceptable before God.  Detail your thoughts 
on the effectiveness of these actions. 

 

What value is there in studying the laws within Leviticus?  Do 

they help people today, understand more about Christ, or 

should this section be reserved for advanced study? 

 

Values for Life: 

2. Do you do good works to be saved or maintain your      

salvation, or do you do good works for another reason? 

 

2. How does the Bible call you to live, both inside and outside 

the Church? 

“If your gift for a burnt 

offering is from the flock, 

from the sheep or goats, 

your offering shall be a 

male without blemish.”  

Leviticus 1:10 



Memory Verse: 
 

You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore 
you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 

5 
Now there-

fore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall 
be my treasured possession out of all the peoples. Indeed, 
the whole earth is mine. 
Exodus 19:4-5 
 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we are sometimes puzzled by what you 
have done and what you will do.  Lord, please send Your Holy 
Spirit to guide our minds and hearts.  You have revealed to us 
that only Christ's sacrifice satisfies Your demands, thus we 
pray that we know Jesus personally.  Guide us by the power 
of your Spirit to submit our lives to your Son Jesus Christ.  
Amen.  

Jesus is the perfect    

offering that our      

Heavenly Father made 

in order to redeem   

mankind 



GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM 

As we know the Bible is divided into two major parts, the Old and New Testaments. Genesis 
provides the historical basis for the rest of the Bible and particularly the Abrahamic Covenant.  
Chapters 1—11 give historical background essential to understanding that covenant, and 
chapters 12—50 record the covenant and its initial outworking. Testament is another word for 
covenant. Covenants help define God’s relationship with His people at various times. Sin 
broke the perfect peace between God and humanity (Genesis 3) and instead of enjoying the 
blessing God intended, humanity was burdened with the curse. But God established His plan 
for redemption and blessing through covenants, first with Abraham (Genesis 12:1-5), reaf-
firmed with Isaac (26:1-35), then with Jacob (28:1-22). These promises applied to the Israel-
ites in Egypt and to later generations. Genesis sets the stage for the rest of God’s plan to re-
deem the world through His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Abram’s story begins around 2091 BC and the book ends with Joseph’s death in Egypt 
around 1805 BC. Chapter 15 is a series of tests and conditions which God gave to Abraham 
from chapters 12 through 22.  God’s relationship with humans is based on His unchanging, 
merciful character and His initiating love.  God also desired that humans made in His image 
must respond to His love by repentance, faith, obedience, and perseverance. These require-
ments are fundamental, not only in Genesis, but throughout the entire Bible. 

What are the fears that Abraham might have faced?  Have students list out their fears when 
either going to a new school / class / new project.    

Genesis 15 very clearly reiterates God’s promise: 
After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: , “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am 
your shield; your reward shall be very great.” (Genesis 15:1) 

He also said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you 
this land to take possession of it." (Genesis 15: 7) 

 

Theme :   God makes an unconditional, un-merited covenant with Abraham  Grade 9 - Unit 2 Lesson 6 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand the divine purpose of God’s 

promise 



GOD’S COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM 

After these things the word of the Lord came 
to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be 
very great.” 

2 
But Abram said, “O Lord God, 

what will you give me, for I continue childless, 
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damas-
cus?” 

3 
And Abram said, “You have given me 

no offspring, and so a slave born in my house 
is to be my heir.” 

4 
But the word of 

the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be 
your heir; no one but your very own issue 
shall be your heir.” 

5 
He brought him outside 

and said, “Look toward heaven and count the 
stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he 
said to him, “So shall your descendants 
be.” 

6 
And he believed the Lord; and 

the Lord
[b]

 reckoned it to him as righteous-
ness. 

7 
Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who 

brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give 
you this land to possess.” 

8 
But he said, “O 

Lord God, how am I to know that I shall pos-
sess it?” 

9 
He said to him, “Bring me a heifer 

three years old, a female goat three years 
old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a 
young pigeon.”

10 
He brought him all these and 

cut them in two, laying each half over against 
the other; but he did not cut the birds in 
two. 

11 
And when birds of prey came down on 

the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

12 
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep 

fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 
darkness descended upon him. 

13 
Then 

the Lord
[c]

 said to Abram, “Know this for cer-
tain, that your offspring shall be aliens in a 
land that is not theirs, and shall be slaves 
there, and they shall be oppressed for four 
hundred years; 

14 
but I will bring judgment on 

the nation that they serve, and afterward they 
shall come out with great possessions. 

15 
As 

for yourself, you shall go to your ancestors in 

peace; you shall be buried in a good old 
age. 

16 
And they shall come back here in the 

fourth generation; for the iniquity of the Amo-
rites is not yet complete.” 

17 
When the sun had gone down and it was 

dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 
passed between these pieces. 

18 
On that day 

the Lord made a covenant with Abram, say-
ing, “To your descendants I give this land, 
from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 
river Euphrates, 

19 
the land of the Kenites, the 

Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 
20 

the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Rephaim, 

21 
the Amorites, the 

Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebu-
sites.” 

Aim: 

To understand the divine purpose of God’s 

promise 

Theme :   God makes an unconditional, un-merited covenant with Abraham  Grade 9 - Unit 2 Lesson 6 

Genesis 15 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2015#fen-NRSV-367b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2015#fen-NRSV-374c


Student Introduction  

Have you ever been amazed and had a promise fulfilled? A 
promise that you had almost given up on? 

 A group of Sunday school students decided to meet in 
church one evening to make Christmas sweatshirts as gifts 
for disabled children.  These children lived in a home for disa-
bled children that the students had previously volunteered at. 

As the date approached, the weather forecast was pretty 
grim.  Heavy snow up to 8 inches was forecast.  The teacher 
leading the students was in a predicament.  To re-schedule 
seemed the wisest decision and yet, her heart told her that if 
the event was re-scheduled, the chances of getting the 
sweatshirts in time for Christmas would be non-existent.  
Prayers winged heavenward….”O Lord, You alone know the 
need and the desire behind this event” 

Evening approached and the forecast did not change much 
except that the snow was supposed to start maybe an hour 
later. 

The students gathered in the church building and started 
painting the sweatshirts.  Every few minutes the teacher 
would peer out the windows anxiously looking at the sky!  

By 9:30 PM all the sweatshirts were crafted beautifully and 
each one had the name of the child painted on it. The teach-
ers and students together thank God for HE alone is mas-
ter….even of the weather… 

Not one snow flake fell till every child was safely back home! 
(True story) 

Bible Exposition  

Genesis 15, consists of two divine encounters involving dia-
logue between God and Abraham. The first occurs at night (V 
5) as a vision and pertains to the Promised seed. The second 
occurs at sundown (V 12), in a deep sleep, and pertains to 
the Promised Land. 

 
Encounter 1 
During the first encounter with God, Abram expressed his 
worries about a descendent of his own. Abram assumed that 
since he was old and childless, and since Lot had not re-
turned to him, the heir God had promised him would be his 
chief servant Eliezer. According to the law during that time - 
Hurrian law a man's heir would be either his natural-born 
son—a direct heir—or, in the absence of any natural-born 
son, an indirect heir, who was an outsider adopted for the 
purpose. In the latter case, the adopted heir was required to 



Activities  

1. Review what the 
student believes 
about the covenant 

2. Ask the students if 
God's plan for Abram 
was apparent from 
the beginning? 

3. Martin Luther King 
Jr. once said “faith is 
taking the first step 
even when you don’t 
see the whole stair-
case”.  Study two 
leaders known for 
their faith (Each stu-
dent can pick any 
two leaders and ex-
pound why they feel 
their faith is exempla-
ry) 

4. Discuss the levels 
of Trust and relate to 
the protection prom-
ised by God  

5.  What is the cove-
nant God made to 
Abraham? 

attend to the physical needs of his 'parents' during their life-
time. God assured Abram that the descendants He had prom-
ised would come through a "natural-born son," not an adopted 
heir and also God promised that Abram’s descendants as in-
numerable as dust. The later chapters of Genesis, we can 
see the promise was fulfilled by Sarah giving birth to Isaac. 
Also we can see multiple nations originated from the seeds of 
Abraham as promised by the God. (Jews, Israelites, Edom-
ite’s…) 
 
In verse 7, God was promising the land (Canaan) to Abram, 
but Abram was asking for a sign from God (V.8). The request 
for signs was not unusual during Old Testament times, in fact 
the request shows that Abram had taken God’s word serious-
ly. God responded by making a covenant to Abram. (V 9-12, 
V17). In the  Old Testament, four rites are mentioned as part 
of the  Covenant.  They are setting up  of stone/group of 
stones, the taking of an Oath, the sacrifice of animals, and 
(or) a communion meal.  This rite (the sacrifice of animals) 
normally involved two parties dividing an animal into two 
equal parts, joining hands, and passing between the two 
parts (Jeramiah. 34:18-19).  On this occasion, however, God 
alone passed between the parts indicating that Abram had no 
obligations to fulfill in order  to receive the covenant promises 
(v. 17).    
 
Encounter 2  
As the sun was going down, Abram had a vision when he was 
in a deep sleep. The Lord Almighty gave insights to Abram 
about the future of his descendants. When you read through 
the remaining lessons of Genesis and Exodus you will find 
that the above promise came true. The Israelites migrated to 
Egypt when Joseph was second-in-command of that county 
and later they became slaves for over 400 years. Also they 
were delivered from Egyptian yoke and the Israelites settled 
back in land of Canaan after defeating kings of  Kenites, the 
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 

 
the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 

Rephaim, 
 
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and 

the Jebusites as mentioned in verse 19. 



Lesson Review 

1. Explain Abraham’s skepticism and the fulfillment of God’s 
promise to Abraham. 

 

 

2.   What was the sacrifice God asked of Abraham? 

 

 

3.   What were the limitations of the promise?  

 

 

Values for Life: 

 Protection: What does it mean to you?   
 Covenant: What is your covenant to Christ TODAY? 
 Trust: When the road is hidden, are you willing to take a 
  step out in faith?  
 
 

Memory Verse: 
 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a 
vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward 
shall be very great.”  
Genesis 15:1 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Our heavenly gracious father, we thank you for bringing us 
together to learn the divine mysteries. Help us to understand 
the covenant you made with Abraham and enable us to lead a 
life pleasing to you. Give us Your gift of understanding, pa-
tience and forgiveness. Father, teach us to depend on You  
and to trust in You  alone as we journey through life.  May 
Your word and Your promise be the foundation that we build 
in our lives.  This we ask in the name of our Lord and savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.  



ABRAHAM’S “WAY” REFLECTS OUR 

FALL 

We have all heard the phrase “Patience is the key to success”.  It is so easy to say “be pa-
tient”, but it has never been easy to put into practice. And it's probably harder now than at 
any other time in history because we have learned to expect our needs to be met instantly. 
Developing patience is not easy, and it requires motivation.  But, if we look forward 
to something,  we must wait patiently and confidently. God wants us to expect good things to 
result from our patience, but we must realize He will provide what is best for us which may 
not be what we want. But if we expect our patience will result in our receiving what is not 
God's desire for us, then we will find great disappointment. When there is no patience, there 
is usually temptation which causes us to say: “I want things right away”! Let’s check and see 
how many of our students are patient? One of the best ways to determine their level of pa-
tience is to ask them to talk and examine their daily routine habits. Waiting is part of the pro-
cess of becoming what God wants us to be. To grow in godliness, we must grow in patience. 
We must learn to wait on God. This lesson will focus and guide us on two principles that will 
help us to avoid and overcome temptations.  

 

Additional reading: Genesis 15 (Abrahamic covenant) 

Theme :   We must be patient and trust in God  Grade 9 - Unit 2 Lesson 7 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand we must trust God to fulfill his 

promises. It is not important to know all the 

details but that we trust Him.  



ABRAHAM’S “WAY” REFLECTS OUR 

FALL  

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bore him no chil-
dren. She had an Egyptian slave-girl whose 
name was Hagar, 

2 
and Sarai said to Abram, 

“You see that the Lord has prevented me 
from bearing children; go in to my slave-girl; it 
may be that I shall obtain children by her.” 
And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 
3 
So, after Abram had lived ten years in the 

land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Ha-
gar the Egyptian, her slave-girl, and gave her 
to her husband Abram as a wife. 

4 
He went in 

to Hagar, and she conceived; and when she 
saw that she had conceived, she looked with 
contempt on her mistress. 

5 
Then Sarai said 

to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on 
you! I gave my slave-girl to your embrace, 
and when she saw that she had conceived, 
she looked on me with contempt. May the 
Lord judge between you and me!” 

6 
But 

Abram said to Sarai, “Your slave-girl is in your 
power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai 
dealt harshly with her, and she ran away from 
her.

 

7 
The angel of the Lord found her by a spring 

of water in the wilderness, the spring on the 
way to Shur. 

8 
And he said, “Hagar, slave-girl 

of Sarai, where have you come from and 
where are you going?” She said, “I am run-
ning away from my mistress Sarai.” 

9 
The an-

gel of the Lord said to her, “Return to your 
mistress, and submit to her.” 

10 
The angel of 

the Lord also said to her, “I will so greatly 
multiply your offspring that they cannot be 
counted for multitude.” 

11 
And the angel of the 

Lord said to her, 

“Now you have conceived and shall bear a 
son; 
    you shall call him Ishmael, 
    for the Lord has given heed to your afflic-
tion. 
12 

He shall be a wild ass of a man, 

with his hand against everyone, 
    and everyone’s hand against him; 
and he shall live at odds with all his kin.”

 

13 
So she named the Lord who spoke to her, 

“You are El-roi”; for she said, “Have I really 
seen God and remained alive after seeing 
him?”

 
Therefore the well was called Beer-

lahai-roi; it lies between Kadesh and Bered.
 

15 
Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram 

named his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael. 
16 

Abram was eighty-six years old when Ha-
gar bore him Ishmael. 

Aim: 

To understand we must trust God to fulfill his 

promises. It is not important to know all the 

details but that we trust Him.  

Theme : We must be patient and trust in God  Grade 9 - Unit 2 Lesson 7 

Genesis 16 



Student Introduction  

Do we all sin despite God’s promise? The story of Abram, 
Sarai and Hagar will bring a difference to us as the communi-
ty of believers. This story could call us to a different sort of life 
together-: A house, a refuge, and a place where God can 
meet us. Abram's folly in human reasoning is recorded for our 
learning that we may seek God's counsel through His Word 
and through prayer. Temptations and trails will always come 
our way and the best way to overcome those is to read God’s 
word, think, pray, ask God for patience and finally obey the 
revealed will of God. We should always pause and remind 
ourselves not to rush God’s plans for our life’s. God will an-
swer our prayers- 

“
Ask, and it will be given you; search, and 

you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 
8 
For 

everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches 
finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.

( Mathew7: 7-8).  

Bible Exposition  

While Genesis 15 is a chapter of Abram’s belief and victory, 
chapter 16 will be a chapter suggesting unbelief and failure. 
Chapter 16 narrates the story of Abram and the two women. 
Abram, a man who was following God by faith, had believed 
God enough to leave his homeland and his family behind. 

In this lesson we see Sarai gives Hagar to Abram. (1-3) Ha-
gar's misbehavior to Sarai. (4-6) The Angel commands Hagar 
to return, The promise to her Birth of Ishmael. (7-16) 

Sarai told Abram to have children with Hagar. Hagar con-
ceived, then ran away, but an angel sent her back. Hagar's 
son was Ishmael. (Sarah means princess , Ishmael means 
God listens.) 

When Hagar became pregnant, she communicated an air of 
superiority toward Sarai, who then mistreated her. Finally, 
things took a turn that made Hagar to take off in the direction 
of her homeland, out through the desert.   

The children born to the servant women are considered the 
children of the wife. Abraham was acting in the line with the 
customs of the day. But this action showed a lack of faith that 
God would fulfill promise to him.  This invariably happens 
when we take over for God. In this case time was the greatest 
test of Abram and Sari’s willingness to let God work in their 
lives.  

Sarai was angry to Abraham but she took it out to her Hagar 
her harsh treatment caused Hagar to run away. Hagar felt 



Activities  

Discuss in a group 

 

Have you had to be 

patient for more than 

3months or longer  in 

order to get some-

thing you want? Tell 

us about the situation 

 

Or  

 

Were you in a situa-

tion where you were 

not willing to have 

patience...what hap-

pened? 

abandoned by everyone on earth and forgotten by God in 
heaven. At angels of God’s intervention she returns to Abram 
and Sarai and Ishmael her son was born.  

In this lesson we see that all the three made serious mis-
takes: 

 Sarai took her problem in to her own hand and give her 
servant to Abraham. Hagar ran away from the problem. 
Abraham who went along with the plan but when circum-
stances began to go wrong he refused to help to solve it. 

 Running away from problems rarely solve it, but it is wise 
to return to the problem, ask for God’s help and correct 
our attitudes. When we ask God for something we have to 
wait and be patient. Temptation can leads us to take 
wrong decisions. 

 Lack of faith  in God can bring  a series of problems in our 
life. 

Abraham and Sarai are blessed with a son they wanted and 
waited for a long period of time in their life. Submit our prob-
lem to God wait for his providence in all situations in our life 

Hagar in the wilderness 



Lesson Review 

1. Do trials we face today come from God or from Satan? 

 

2. Is it always God’s will for a Christian in a difficult trial to 
 submit? 

  

3. What lesson can we learn from this about human efforts to 
 modify God’s plan? 

 

4.  Is God endorsing slavery by making Hagar go back and  
 submit to Sarai? Was God being unfair to her? 

 

5. What problems arose after Hagar conceived? 

 

6. What did the angel tell Hagar to do? What promise did he 
give her? How was the prophecy fulfilled? 

 

7.  What are the four mistakes Abraham made? 

 

8. What was prophesied about Ishmael?  

 

9. What did Hagar call the name of the Lord? 

  

10. How old was Abram when Hagar bore Ishmael to Him?  

 

Ishmael means  

“God Listens” 



Values for Life: 

 The most difficult discipline in the Christian life is waiting. 
But if we concede, God uses the waiting time to force us to 
lean on Him, to trust Him, to believe in Him, to release our 
will and accept His will. 

 Things may not be logical and fair, but when God is direct-
ing the events of our lives, they are right. 

 

Memory Verse: 
 

So she named the Lord who spoke to her, “You are El-roi”; 
for she said, “Have I really seen God and remained alive after 
seeing him?”

 
  

Genesis 16:13 
 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Lord, We remember that every trial that comes our way has 
already been known to You in advance. We are grateful for all 
You have provided us, and we need to always remember that 
You are in control. Lord, we are learning more every day to be 
content with life in the moment because You are showing us 
Your grace and mercy daily. We will work through these trials, 
Lord, because You are with us! Lord, please give each of us 
patience and peace. Thank you for being patient with us as 
we are learning to be patient through our own problems 
Amen .  



DAVID’S TRAGIC DOWNFALL 

The lesson marks a tragic turning point in David’s life.  While idling in the palace instead of 

fighting on the battlefield, David yields to temptation and commits adultery with Bathsheba, 

an act the king then attempts to hide with lies, deceit, and eventually murder. A palace to de-

liver justice turned to be a palace corrupted. Though David’s sin is grave, his response to the 

uncovering of that sin is exemplary.  I have sinned against the Lord (12:13).  Forgiveness and 

restoration follows. 

Theme :   God can forgive all our sins if we truly confess  Grade 9 - Unit 2 Lesson 8 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand that we must confess and re-

pent when we sin.   



DAVID’S TRAGIC DOWNFALL 

11 In the spring of the year, the time when 
kings go out to battle, David sent Joab with 
his officers and all Israel with him; they rav-
aged the Ammonites, and besieged Rabbah. 
But David remained at Jerusalem. 

2 
It happened, late one afternoon, when David 

rose from his couch and was walking about 
on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw 
from the roof a woman bathing; the woman 
was very beautiful. 

3 
David sent someone to 

inquire about the woman. It was reported, 
“This is Bathsheba daughter of Eliam, the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite.”  

14 
In the morning David wrote a letter to Joab, 

and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 
15 

In the letter 
he wrote, “Set Uriah in the forefront of the 
hardest fighting, and then draw back from 
him, so that he may be struck down and 
die.” 

16 
As Joab was besieging the city, he as-

signed Uriah to the place where he knew 
there were valiant warriors. 

17 
The men of the 

city came out and fought with Joab; and some 
of the servants of David among the people 
fell. Uriah the Hittite was killed as 
well. 

18 
Then Joab sent and told David all the 

news about the fighting; 
19 

and he instructed 
the messenger, “When you have finished tell-
ing the king all the news about the 
fighting, 

20 
then, if the king’s anger rises, and 

if he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near the 
city to fight? Did you not know that they would 
shoot from the wall? 

21 
Who killed Abimelech 

son of Jerubbaal?
[b]

 Did not a woman throw 
an upper millstone on him from the wall, so 
that he died at Thebez? Why did you go so 
near the wall?’ then you shall say, ‘Your serv-
ant Uriah the Hittite is dead too.’” 

22 
So the messenger went, and came and told 

David all that Joab had sent him to tell.
23 

The 
messenger said to David, “The men gained 

an advantage over us, and came out against 
us in the field; but we drove them back to the 
entrance of the gate. 

24 
Then the archers shot 

at your servants from the wall; some of the 
king’s servants are dead; and your servant 
Uriah the Hittite is dead also.” 

25 
David said to 

the messenger, “Thus you shall say to Joab, 
‘Do not let this matter trouble you, for the 
sword devours now one and now another; 
press your attack on the city, and overthrow 
it.’ And encourage him.” 

26 
When the wife of Uriah heard that her hus-

band was dead, she made lamentation for 
him. 

27 
When the mourning was over, David 

sent and brought her to his house, and she 
became his wife, and bore him a son.  But the 
thing that David had done displeased 
the Lord, 

12 
1 
and the Lord sent Nathan to David. He 

came to him, and said to him, “There were 
two men in a certain city, the one rich and the 
other poor. 

2 
The rich man had very many 

flocks and herds; 
3 
but the poor man had 

nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had 
bought. He brought it up, and it grew up with 
him and with his children; it used to eat of his 
meager fare, and drink from his cup, and lie in 
his bosom, and it was like a daughter to 
him. 

4 
Now there came a traveler to the rich 

man, and he was loath to take one of his own 
flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who 

 

 

 

 

 

Aim: 

To understand that we must confess and  

repent when we sin.   

Theme : God can forgive all our sins if we truly confess  Grade 9 - Unit 2 Lesson 8 

2 Samuel 11:1-3, 11:14-27 & 2 Samuel 12 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+11#fen-NRSV-8281b


had come to him, but he took the poor man’s 
lamb, and prepared that for the guest who had 
come to him.”5 Then David’s anger was greatly 
kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, “As 
theLord lives, the man who has done this de-
serves to die; 6 he shall restore the lamb fourfold, 
because he did this thing, and because he had no 
pity.” 

7 Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus 
says the Lord, the God of Israel: I anointed you 
king over Israel, and I rescued you from the hand 
of Saul; 8 I gave you your master’s house, and 
your master’s wives into your bosom, and gave 
you the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that 
had been too little, I would have added as much 
more. 9 Why have you despised the word of 
the Lord, to do what is evil in his sight? You have 
struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and 
have taken his wife to be your wife, and have 
killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now 
therefore the sword shall never depart from your 
house, for you have despised me, and have taken 
the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 11 Thus 
says the Lord: I will raise up trouble against you 
from within your own house; and I will take your 
wives before your eyes, and give them to your 
neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the 
sight of this very sun. 12 For you did it secretly; but 
I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the 
sun.” 13 David said to Nathan, “I have sinned 
against the Lord.” Nathan said to David, “Now 
the Lord has put away your sin; you shall not 
die.14 Nevertheless, because by this deed you have 
utterly scorned the Lord, the child that is born to 
you shall die.” 15 Then Nathan went to his house. 

 Student Introduction  

A man and his wife decided to go to a drive-in movie. The 
husband had the bright idea of trying to save the price of one 
admission. Just outside of the theater entrance, they stopped 
the car and the husband slipped into the trunk. The wife then 
paid for her admission, parked inside, and went back to let 
her husband out of the trunk. There was only one problem – 
he had the trunk keys in his pocket! After their efforts failed, 
the wife had to call for help. I don’t know how many rescue 
people showed up, but by the time it was all over everyone 
knew that they had tried to cheat the theater out of the price 
of a ticket. The rescue people had to force the trunk open, 
which resulted in a good deal of damage. When it was all 



Activities  

Divide in small 
groups and discuss 
the following:  

What is temptation? 

What temptations do 
you face?  What are 
the consequences of 
falling into those 
temptations? 

Can we always resist  
temptation? 

Bible Exposition  

David the second king of Israel, was anointed by Samuel.  
David was gifted poet musician, brave soldier, able adminis-
trator, good diplomat and able king. He was the person cho-
sen by God .He  who choose Jerusalem as the capital of Isra-
el. During his time he extended the boundaries by annexing 
neighboring countries He became king at the age 30 and 
ruled for 40 yrs. 

David had to suffer for his diabolic act. He was a person set 
apart by God for a noble cause to rule and lead God’s people 
of Israel.  He made a secret plan to kill Uriah his own soldier 
and betrayed him and took his wife Bathsheba as his own. 
God punished David by taking the life of his son born of Bath-
sheba...David spent the night lying on the ground, repented, 
fasted and prayed for the life of his son (2 Sam. 12: 16). 
God’s mercy was not with him because of the severity of the 
sin but the thing that David had done displeased the LORD. 

God send Nathan the prophet to warn David. He told him the 
parable of rich man steeling a lamp from the poor man. David 
repented and said I have signed against you Lord. 

King David repented for his sins, promised a total change, 
made reparation for the crime and brought about drastic 
change in his life. He made total reparation for offending the 
Lord and having gone away from Him. He fasted seven days 
neither eating nor drinking, he went in and lay all night on the 
ground and prayed and wept bitterly in spite of being the king 
over Israel. God was pleased and blessed him and his family 
with the gift of Solomon who is known for his wisdom. Of 
course sin had its wages. Since David struck down Uriah with 
the sword and had taken his wife, the sword never departed 
from his house.  

 

over, neither the husband nor the wife saw the movie, they 
suffered considerable humiliation, and  they had to pay for the 
repairs to their trunk. 

This story reminds me of the account of David’s sin with 
Bathsheba in our text. To David, his actions on that fateful 
spring night seemed trivial, just a momentary pause in an oth-
erwise pious life. The consequences, however, were devas-
tating, not just for David, or for Uriah, but also for David’s 
family and the entire nation. The whole nation paid a high 
price for David’s immorality. 



David became king at 

the age of 30 and ruled 

for 40 years. 

King David repented promptly (2 Samuel 12:13) 

King David repented as soon as he realized that he was 
wrong. He confessed saying,” I have sinned against the Lord”. 
David being the great King over Israel had the humility and 
sincerity to come down from his throne and correct himself. 
Today our society desperately lacking a sense of sin. Injustice, 
robbery, murder, rape, persecution and all kinds of evil are so 
much part of our lives that we seem to lose the sense of sin. 
Only a person with clear conscience can have a sense of sin, 
and accept one’s own fault. 

Nathan warned David of the impending misfortunes that would 
strike him. David became repentant and said, "I have sinned 
against the Lord." Psalm 51 is David's confession of his sins. 
“Against You, You only, have I sinned and done that which is 
evil in your sight. Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Hide your face from 
my sins and blot out all my iniquities". God acknowledged.  
David's prayer of repentance and saved him from all his sins. 

God the Father is passionately in love with his children espe-
cially when they sin and get alienated from him. Just as the 
merciful father forgave King David and prodigal son he for-
gives each one of us provided we repent for our sins and 
promise our will to give up the wrong path. A person with 
sound inner vision of God can recognize and accept a person 
of renewed spirit. 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 
John 1:9). It matters not how grievous your sin may have 
been. God stands ready to blot it out. Acknowledge it to him, 
and then accept his gracious forgiveness. 



Lesson Review 

1. Explain  the parable about the rich man stealing a lamb 
from the poor man?  What is the moral of this parable. 

 
 
 
 
2. God forgive our sins if we truly confess explain in refer-

ence to David’s life. 
 

 

 

Values for Life: 

Sin usually brings unhappy consequences: 

 Evading responsibility is often the first step to sin 

 Sin easily enters our life when we allow our minds to be 
idle 

 Sin has ugly consequences and severs our relationship 
with our God 

 Our God can forgive all our sins, if we only confess 

 Sin is an inward response to an outward suggestion 

 Salvation is available through true repentance  

 
 

Memory Verse: 
 

David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” Na-
than said to David, “Now the Lord has put away your sin; you 
shall not die.  
2 Samuel 12:13 
 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Heavenly father thank you for the wisdom you have given to 

us. O Lord help us to understand, and to choose what is right 

in your sight and help us to follow in your path. Father God 

forgives all sins which I have done to please others and 

please myself. Transform me in body and spirit. Amen 



GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISE DESPITE WHO 

WE ARE 

It is one thing to walk with God; it is something else to run ahead of God. God’s promise to 
Abram of many descendants is amply repeated in Gen. 15:4-5. But as years pass with no ev-
idence of fulfillment, Abram acts in foolish impatience. The result is a son, Ishmael, who be-
comes the heartbreak of his father and constant reminder of the high price of unbelief.  But 
God’s promises stand sure!  Though his promise is biologically impossible, Abram and Sarai 
will give birth to a son. A promise confirmed by new names for the parents to be Abraham 
and Sarah. 

Abraham, a man through whom the Lord established His covenant to begin a new dispensa-
tion of the gospel, has been called the father of multitude. We read in the scriptures that all 
those who accept the gospel are called Abraham’s children. Do you feel that we can all be-
come as Abraham if we learn to put God first in our lives? 

Theme :   Despite our sinful nature, God still loves us  Grade 9 - Unit 2 Lesson 9 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand that God is faithful even when 

we are sinners 



GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISE DESPITE WHO 

WE ARE 

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, 
the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to 
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and 
be blameless. 

2 
And I will make my covenant 

between me and you, and will make you ex-
ceedingly numerous.” 

3 
Then Abram fell on his 

face; and God said to him, 
4 
“As for me, this is 

my covenant with you: You shall be the an-
cestor of a multitude of nations. 

5 
No longer 

shall your name be Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the 
ancestor of a multitude of nations. 

6 
I will 

make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 
nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you. 

7 
I will establish my covenant between 

me and you, and your offspring after you  
throughout their generations, for an everlast-
ing covenant, to be God to you and to your 
offspring after you. 

8 
And I will give to you, 

and to your offspring after you, the land 
where you are now an alien, all the land of 
Canaan, for a perpetual holding; and I will be 
their God.” 

9 
God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall 

keep my covenant, you and your offspring af-
ter you throughout their generations. 

10 
This is 

my covenant, which you shall keep, between 
me and you and your offspring after you: Eve-
ry male among you shall be circum-
cised. 

11 
You shall circumcise the flesh of your 

foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the cove-
nant between me and you. 

12 
Throughout your 

generations every male among you shall be 
circumcised when he is eight days old, includ-
ing the slave born in your house and the one 
bought with your money from any foreigner 
who is not of your offspring. 

13 
Both the slave 

born in your house and the one bought with 
your money must be circumcised. So shall my 
covenant be in your flesh an everlasting cove-
nant.

14 
Any uncircumcised male who is not 

circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall 

be cut off from his people; he has broken my 
covenant.” 

15 
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your 

wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. 

16 
I will bless her, and 

moreover I will give you a son by her. I will 
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 
kings of peoples shall come from her.”

17 
Then 

Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and 
said to himself, “Can a child be born to a man 
who is a hundred years old? Can Sarah, who 
is ninety years old, bear a child?” 

18 
And Abra-

ham said to God, “O that Ishmael might live in 
your sight!” 

19 
God said, “No, but your wife Sa-

rah shall bear you a son, and you shall name 
him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with 
him as an everlasting covenant for his off-
spring after him. 

20 
As for Ishmael, I have 

heard you; I will bless him and make him fruit-
ful and exceedingly numerous; he shall be the 
father of twelve princes, and I will make him a 
great nation. 

21 
But my covenant I will estab-

lish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you 
at this season next year.” 

22 
And when he had 

finished talking with him, God went up from 
Abraham. 

23 
Then Abraham took his son Ishmael and all 

the slaves born in his house or bought with 
his money, every male among the men of 
Abraham’s house, and he circumcised the 
flesh of their foreskins that very day, as God 
had said to him. 

24 
Abraham was ninety-nine 

years old when he was circumcised in the 

 

 

 

 

Aim: 

To understand that God is faithful even when 

we are sinners 

Theme :   Despite our sinful nature, God still loves us  Grade 9 - Unit 2 Lesson 9 

Genesis 17 



Abram received his            

calling from God at the 

age of 75 

Student Introduction  

Since we know that Abraham has been exalted, we should 
study his life and look for what he did to receive His great 
blessing. When the Lord made a covenant with Abram, God 
changed Abram's name to Abraham. Today, the Lord does 
not change our given name. Instead when we join the church, 
through baptism we take upon us the name of Jesus Christ. 
Although we are still known by our given names, we are also 
known as “Christians.” 

Bible Exposition  

Abram was born in Ur of the Chaldees, From Ur, Abram and 
his family moved to Haran, about 600 miles (975 kilometers) 
to the northwest. There, at the age of 75, he received his call-
ing from God. When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the 
Lord appeared to him and said. “I am God Almighty; walk be-
fore me and be blameless. I will confirm my covenant be-
tween me and you and will greatly increase your num-
bers” (Genesis 17:1-2). 
 

"The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your peo-
ple and your father's household and go to the land I will show 
you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I 
will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will 

flesh of his foreskin. 
25 

And his son Ishmael was thirteen years 
old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his fore-
skin. 

26 
That very day Abraham and his son Ishmael were cir-

cumcised; 
27 

and all the men of his house, slaves born in the 
house and those bought with money from a foreigner, were 
circumcised with him. 

Romans 4:18-25 
18 

Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become 
“the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 
numerous shall your descendants be.”

19 
He did not weaken in 

faith when he considered his own body, which was already
 
as 

good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 

20 
No 

distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but 
he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 

21 
being 

fully convinced that God was able to do what he had prom-
ised. 

22 
Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteous-

ness.” 
23 

Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were writ-
ten not for his sake alone, 

24 
but for ours also. It will be reck-

oned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from 
the dead, 

25 
who was handed over to death for our trespasses 

and was raised for our justification.  



Activities  

Did you or your    
family ever have had 
your faith and obedi-
ence tested by God? 

After Ishmael was 
born Abraham waited 
13 years for the birth 
of Isaac. What was 
the longest time you 
had to wait for an an-
swer from God? 

God called Abraham 
His friend. Do you 
consider God as your 
friend? Why? 

Why do you think 
that Isaac was       
accepted as the Mes-
siah’s lineage and 
not Ishmael?  

bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will 
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through 
you." (Genesis 12:1-3) 

Abram obediently left for Canaan (today Israel) with his fami-
ly, including his wife Sarai (later renamed Sarah) and his 
nephew Lot. He traveled down through the land, Shechem. 
During that time The Lord appeared to him and told him that, 
"To your offspring I will give this land." (Genesis 12:7).  

The birth of his son Ishmael  by Hagar, the covenant of cir-
cumcision when he was 99,  God's changing of his name to 
Abraham, sacrifice  his son Isaac are major life changing  
events in his life of Abraham. 

The sacrifice of  Isaac put  Abraham to his most agonizing 
test, a trial which he passed completely because of his total 
faith in God. God uses Abraham’s faith as an example of the 
type of faith required for salvation. 
 

God is faithful to His promises.  

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed when God called him to 
leave home and go to another land that God would give him 
as his inheritance. He went without knowing where he was 
going. And even when he reached the land God promised 
him, he lived there by faith—for he was like a foreigner, living 
in tents. And so did Isaac and Jacob, who inherited the same 
promise. Abraham was confidently looking forward to a city 
with eternal foundations, a city designed and built by God.  

It was by faith that even Sarah was able to have a child, 
though she was barren and was too old. She believed that 
God would keep his promise. And so a whole nation came 
from this one man, a nation with so many people that, like the 
stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore, there is no way 
to count them.  

God’s promises are unilateral and unconditional. The uncon-
ditional and eternal nature of God’s promise is reaffirmed to 
Abraham’s son Isaac. 

God’s covenant relationship with his people was established 
through the rite of circumcision that he instructed to Abraham.   
Abraham and his children were commanded to be circum-
cised as a "sign of covenant" between them and God . 
(Gen.17:10-11) The rite of circumcision symbolized the begin-
ning of a new life in covenant with God. Today, through the 
sacrament of baptism we enter into a new covenant with our 
God. God’s promises are unilateral and unconditional. The 
unconditional and eternal nature of God’s promise is reaf-
firmed to Abraham’s son Isaac. 

 
How many of us would leave behind everything that is familiar 



to us and just go without knowing our destination?  And yet, 
like Abraham we should recognize the call of God and obey 
willingly, and not hesitantly. 
 
Abraham lived a good long life and died at the age of 125. He 
was buried in the cave of Machpelah near Mamre where he 
had purchased to bury his wife Sarah, who had died before 
him.  

 

Abraham's Strengths: 

God tested Abraham severely in more than one instance, and 
Abraham demonstrated extraordinary faith, trust and              
obedience to the will of God. He was well-respected and suc-
cessful in his occupation. He also had courage to face tough                     
situations in life. 

Main features to the God’s Covenant to Abraham. 
1. The promise of land   

The Lord said to Abram, “Leave your country, your relatives, 

and your father's home, and go to a land that I am going to 

show you. (Genesis12:1) 

"Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, 

northward and southward and eastward and westward, for all 

the land which you see I will give to you and to your descend-

ants forever." (Genesis 13:14) 

2. The promise of descendants 

"I will make of you a great nation… and make your name 
great." (Genesis 12:2) 
 
"Look toward heaven and count the stars if you are able to 
number them… so shall your descendants be." (Genesis 
15:5) 
 
3. The promise of blessing and redemption  

 
I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you 

I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.”  (Genesis12:3) 

(The covenant refers to material blessing. Abraham’s de-

scendants will be numerous, and will inherit a land uniquely 

suited to facilitate their unique role in human history) 

How many of us would leave behind everything that is familiar 

Abraham left all that he 

had and was faithful and 

obedient to the Lord  



to us and just go without knowing our destination?  And yet, 
like Abraham we should recognize the call of God and obey 
willingly, and not hesitantly. 

Abraham lived a good long life and died at the age of 125. , 
He was buried in the cave of Machpelah near Mamre that he 
had purchased to bury his wife Sarah, who had died before 
him.  

Lesson Review 

 What was Abraham’s reaction to the thought that a ninety 
year old woman would bear a child? 

 

 What were the promises God made to Abraham? 

 

Values for Life: 

God can and will use us in spite of our weaknesses. God will 
even stand by us and rescue us from troubles. Like most of 
us, Abraham came to the full realization of God's purpose and 
promise only over a long period of time and a process of reve-
lation. Thus, we learn from him that God’s answers will usual-
ly come to us in stages. Abraham life  is a living example of 
faith and hope in the promises of God. 

 

Memory Verse: 
 

I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your 
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an ever-
lasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after 
you.  
Genesis 17:7 
 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Almighty God, we thank you for all the graces you have given 
us. We thank you for letting us learn about your covenant with 
Abraham and his descendants. Lord, we also thank you for 
allowing us to   learn   about your will, and about your com-
mandments, and for keeping alive the faith in our hearts. 
Grant that we may love you always, and do your will with smil-
ing hearts and an open mind, In Jesus Name, Amen. 

"I will make of you a 

great nation… and make 

your name great."  

Genesis 12:2 



GOD’S CHOICE IS NOT OUR CHOICE 

Often times we may be confused about the ways of God. In the  Bible we can see lots of ex-
amples. The  Israelites took 40 years to cross the desert when they were delivered from 
Egypt. Actually the way is less than 40 days (or a year), but God had a purpose for that de-
lay. When you think about Joseph, why did he suffer before becoming the second in com-
mand in Egypt?  Or why did Jesus select the low profile people as his disciples? The very an-
swer can be found in 1Corinthians 1: 26-31 :

 

26 
Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human stand-

ards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
27 

But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 
28 

God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing 
things that are, 

29 
so that no one might boast in the presence of God. 

30 
He is the source of 

your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanc-
tification and redemption, 

31 
in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in

 
the 

Lord.” 

When Joseph was going through the bad phase of his life, God was preparing him for a great 
purpose. When he saw the dreams, pride instilled in his mind. Just think if he was elevated to 
that superior position without all tribulations, Joseph would never have  acknowledge God as 
his everything. In the same way God showed  the Israelites His mightiness when they had 
survived in the  desert without any kind of labor for 40 years.       

So it is very important to convey to the students that the delay or a setback in Christian life is 
that God is in control and he wants his people to be humbled before him and come back with 
a mature and disciplined manner like Joseph. 

Theme :   God’s Sovereign Choice  Grade 9 - Unit 2 Lesson 10 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand that as God expects our best, 

He gave his best to fulfill the law of the Old 

Testament through His son Jesus Christ 



GOD’S CHOICE IS NOT OUR CHOICE 

Luke 5:1-11 

Once while Jesus was standing beside the 
lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was 
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 
2 
he saw two boats there at the shore of the 

lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and 
were washing their nets. 

3 
He got into one of 

the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and 
asked him to put out a little way from the 
shore. Then he sat down and taught the 
crowds from the boat. 

4 
When he had finished 

speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the 
deep water and let down your nets for a 
catch.” 

5 
Simon answered, “Master, we have 

worked all night long but have caught nothing. 
Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 
6 
When they had done this, they caught so 

many fish that their nets were beginning to 
break. 

7 
So they signaled their partners in the 

other boat to come and help them. And they 
came and filled both boats, so that they be-
gan to sink. 

8 
But when Simon Peter saw it, he 

fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away 
from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” 

9 
For he 

and all who were with him were amazed at 
the catch of fish that they had taken; 

10 
and so 

also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, 
who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus 
said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on 
you will be catching people.” 

11 
When they 

had brought their boats to shore, they left 
everything and followed him. 

Matthew 9:9-13 
9 
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man 

called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he 
said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and 
followed him.

 

10 
And as he sat at dinner in the house, many 

tax collectors and sinners came and were sit-
ting with him and his disciples. 

11 
When the 

Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collec-

tors and sinners?” 
12 

But when he heard this, 
he said, “Those who are well have no need of 
a physician, but those who are sick. 

13 
Go and 

learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the 
righteous but sinners.” 

John 1:43-51 
43 

The next day Jesus decided to go to Gali-
lee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 

44 
Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the 

city of Andrew and Peter. 
45 

Philip found Na-
thanael and said to him, “We have found him 
about whom Moses in the law and also the 
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” 

46 
Nathanael said to him, “Can an-

ything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.” 

47 
When Jesus 

saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of 
him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there 
is no deceit!” 

48 
Nathanael asked him, “Where 

did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I 
saw you under the fig tree before Philip called 
you.” 

49 
Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the 

Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 
50 

Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I 
told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.” 

51 
And 

he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will 
see heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.” 

Matthew 10:1-4 

10 Then Jesus
[a]

 summoned his twelve disci-
ples and gave them authority over unclean  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aim: 

To understand that as God expects our best, 

He gave his best to fulfill the law of the Old 

Testament through His son Jesus Christ 

Theme :   God’s Sovereign Choice  Grade 9 - Unit 2 Lesson 10 
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The 12 disciples were 

mainly poor and                 

uneducated, but Jesus  

chose them anyway 

Student Introduction  

If we were starting a school or university, who would we se-
lect as teachers? Most likely candidates with college degrees 
in education. Probably, candidates with some prior teaching 
experience. 

 If we were starting a new nation, who would we select as 
citizens of that nation? Most likely model citizens of the 
old nation, people who demonstrate integrity, honesty,  
and willing to work alongside others.  

 If God put you in charge of selecting and if God wanted to 
lead an exodus of two million people, would you choose 
an 80 year old,  or someone with a murder on his record? 

 Would you choose a prostitute to hide the spies? 

 Would you have chosen a defecting rebellious prophet to 
lead 120,000 people in Nineveh to repentance? 

 Would you have chosen a former “Christian hating” Phari-
see to model Grace and write most of the New Testament 
books? 

 Would you have chosen a man who denied Jesus three 
times to be a major spokesperson for the early church? 

You see, when God chooses, the people used are often un-
expected. God has chosen the despised and many of the los-
ers of the world to follow the One who died on the cross. 

In the following lesson we will look at an example of God’s 
choices which were contrary to popular thinking. The first ex-
ample we will cover is Jesus’ selection of the twelve apostles. 
The second example is God’s selection of Jacob over Esau. 

Bible Exposition  

Jesus Chooses His Disciples 

In the Gospels we read about the twelve disciples that Jesus 
chose over all His disciples to go and be ‘fishers of men’. 
They were not people we would have selected to spread the 
Gospel. They were mainly poor, uneducated, peasant folk. 
Just like us, the chosen twelve had their shortcomings, yet 
Jesus selected them. 

 Peter, formerly known as Simon. He was poor, uneducat-

spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every 
sickness. 

2 
These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, 

Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew; James 
son of Zebedee, and his brother John; 

3 
Philip and Bartholo-

mew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; 

4 
Simon the Cananaean, and Ju-

das Iscariot, the one who betrayed him. 



Activities  

Find other examples 
in the Bible where 
God’s choice was not 
man’s choice. 

Have each student 
chose one apostle 
and research their 
lives and tell some-
thing special about 
that apostle to the 
class 

ed and a fisherman by profession. Yet, Jesus selected him 
as the ‘rock’ on which to found the church. 

 Andrew, Peter’s brother. He was also poor, uneducated 
and like his brother a fisherman by profession. He was the 
one who brought his brother to Jesus. 

 James, the son of Zebedee, also known as James the 
Greater. He and his brother John were Simon’s partners in 
fishing. 

 John, the son of Zebedee, the brother of James the Great-
er. Like his brother he also was a fisherman. Jesus called 
his brother and him ‘sons of thunder’. 

 Philip followed Jesus when called. He was instrumental in 
bringing Nathanael to Jesus. 

 Nathanael, also known as Bartholomew was skeptical at 
first. But after his first encounter with Jesus he was a fol-
lower for life. 

 Matthew, also known as Levi, was a tax collector. He was 
hated by the Jews because he collected taxes from his 
fellow Jews for the Romans. 

 Thomas, or Didymus, most infamously called ‘Doubting 
Thomas’. Even though he moved so closely with Jesus he 
doubted his resurrection. He was the only one of the 
twelve to travel the furthest to India to spread the Good 
News. 

 James son of Alphaeus, also known as James the Less. 
Even though the Bible does not mention much about him, 
it is likely that he too was a lowly, uneducated peasant.  

 Thaddaeus, also known as Jude or Judas the son of 
James. He is believed to have authored the book of Jude. 

 Simon the Zealot, could have been chosen because of his 
zeal or because he belonged to the Zealot party that hated 
the Roman establishment. 

 Judas Iscariot was the one Jesus chose to follow him 
closely, yet he was the one that betrayed Him for thirty 
pieces of silver. 

As can be seen, Jesus selected the most unlikely group of 
people. But each one had a purpose, even Judas.  
 

God’s Choice is not Our Choice 

In the example we see that God’s choice was something very 
different from the norm. Can we even begin to comprehend 
His choices? In Romans 11:34 we read ‘Who has known the 
mind of the Lord? Or who has been his counselor?’ There is 
no way we can understand the choices God makes. Yet, 
when we look at the bigger picture, we can see the results of 



those choices.  

Two thousand years after Jesus walked this earth, if we are 
Christians, it is only because of the missionary work of those 
chosen disciples.  

When we feel that things are not going according to our plans, 
when tragedy strikes, when we face difficulties, do we simply 
give up? Have faith that God has a bigger plan. Each of us 
has a part to play, even Judas Iscariot. Judas’ part was to en-
able fulfilling God’s plan by sending Jesus to the cross as the 
ultimate payment for sin.  

 

Lesson Review 

Who did Jesus select for his twelve disciples? Do we know 
more about the lives of the chose twelve? 

Are there times in our lives when we feel that things are not 
working out the way we expect it to? What do we do under 
such circumstances? 

 

Values for Life: 

 There are times in our life when we feel that things are not 
going the way we want it to. In times like that, amidst frus-
tration, when we cannot see the big picture, have faith that 
God has a mighty plan. 

 We are but human and in no way can comprehend God’s 
ways. We can think only like humans, yet we need to do 
our best to trust God. 

Memory Verse: 
 

Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ 
For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners. 

Matthew 9:13 
 

Closing Prayer: 

O Lord God, there are times in our lives that we doubt and 
question you. Please guide us through those times and give 
us patience and faith that even in those difficult times you are 
walking with us in our every step. 

Although the Lord’s    

intentions may not      

appear clear, there is 

always a reason. 



  

COVENANT OF PROMISE 

In Jeremiah 31, the author talks about the restoration of Israel. God promised to bring back 
the Israel from the Babylonian exiles to Jerusalem.  

Jeremiah's purpose was to call his hearers to repentance in view of God's judgment on Ju-
dah, which would come soon by an army from the north (ch 2-45). Judgment was coming be-
cause God's people had forsaken Yahweh and had given themselves to idolatry. Jeremiah 
spoke more about repentance than any other prophet. He also assured his audience that 
God had a future for Israel and Judah (ch. 30-33). Once it became clear that the people 
would not repent, he advocated submission to Babylon to minimize the destruction that was 
inevitable.  

Theme :   God keeps His promise Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 11 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand the divine purpose of God’s 

promise and His new covenant 
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COVENANT OF PROMISE 

Jeremiah 31 

At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all 
the families of Israel, and they shall be my people. 
 
2 Thus says the Lord: The people who survived 
the sword found grace in the wilderness; when 
Israel sought for rest, 3 the Lord appeared to 
him from far away. I have loved you with an ever-
lasting love; therefore I have continued my faith-
fulness to you.4 Again I will build you, and you 
shall be built, O virgin Israel! Again you shall 
take your tambourines, and go forth in the dance 
of the merrymakers.5 Again you shall plant vine-
yards on the mountains of Samaria; the planters 
shall plant, and shall enjoy the fruit. 6 For there 
shall be a day when sentinels will call 
 in the hill country of Ephraim: “Come, let us go up 
to Zion, to the Lord our God.”  
 
7 For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with glad-
ness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of 
the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, 
O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 
8 
See, I am going to bring them from the land of 

the north, and gather them from the farthest parts 
of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, 
those with child and those in labor, together; a 
great company, they shall return here. 9 With 
weeping they shall come, and with consolations I 
will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks 
of water, in a straight path in which they shall not 
stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and 
Ephraim is my firstborn. 
10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and de-
clare it in the coastlands far away; say, “He who 
scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him 
as a shepherd a flock.”11 For the Lord has ran-
somed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands 
too strong for him.12 They shall come and sing 
aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radi-
ant over the goodness of the Lord, over the 
grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of 
the flock and the herd; their life shall become like 
a watered garden, and they shall never languish 
again. 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in 
the dance, and the young men and the old shall 
be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will 
comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my 
people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says 
the Lord. 

15 Thus says the Lord: A voice is heard in 
Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping. Rachel is 
weeping for her children; she refuses to be com-
forted for her children, because they are no more. 
16 Thus says the Lord: Keep your voice from 
weeping, and your eyes from tears; for there is a 
reward for your work, says the Lord: they shall 
come back from the land of the enemy; 
17 there is hope for your future, says the Lord: 
your children shall come back to their own coun-
try. 

18 Indeed I heard Ephraim pleading: “You disci-
plined me, and I took the discipline; I was like a 
calf untrained. Bring me back, let me come back, 
for you are the Lord my God. 19 For after I had 
turned away I repented; and after I was discov-
ered, I struck my thigh; I was ashamed, and I was 
dismayed because I bore the disgrace of my 
youth.” 20 Is Ephraim my dear son? Is he the child 
I delight in? As often as I speak against him, I still 
remember him. Therefore I am deeply moved for 
him; I will surely have mercy on him, says 
the Lord. 

21 Set up road markers for yourself, make yourself 
signposts; consider well the highway, the road by 
which you went. Return, O virgin Israel, return to 
these your cities. 22 How long will you waver, 
    O faithless daughter? For the Lord has creat-
ed a new thing on the earth:  a woman encom-
passes a man. 
23 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: 
Once more they shall use these words in the land 
of Judah and in its towns when I restore their for-
tunes: “The Lord bless you, O abode of right-
eousness, O holy hill!” 24 And Judah and all its 

Theme :   God keeps His promise Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 11 

Aim: 

To understand the divine purpose of God’s 

promise and His new covenant 



Jeremiah  

means 

‘Yahweh Exalts’ 

Student Introduction  

The prophecy of Jeremiah was written by Judean prophet 
Jeremiah – means Yahweh Exalts. Jeramiah was born in 
Anathoth, a Levitical town. His father Hilkiah, a priest and de-
scendent of Abiathar and Eli. He was called to the prophetic 
ministry when he was young and the ministry may have ex-
tended over forty years and the reign of multiple kingships.  

towns shall live there together, and the farmers and those who 
wander[f]with their flocks. 25 I will satisfy the weary, and all who are 
faint I will replenish. 26 Thereupon I awoke and looked, and my 
sleep was pleasant to me. 
27 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will sow the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of humans 
and the seed of animals. 28 And just as I have watched over them 
to pluck up and break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, 
so I will watch over them to build and to plant, says the Lord. 29 In 
those days they shall no longer say: “The parents have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.” 30 But all shall 
die for their own sins; the teeth of everyone who eats sour grapes 
shall be set on edge. 
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It 
will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband,

[g]
 says 

the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, 
or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will for-
give their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
35 Thus says the Lord, who gives the sun for light by day  and the 
fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by night, who stirs up 
the sea so that its waves roar—the Lord of hosts is his name: 
36 If this fixed order were ever to cease from my presence, says 
the Lord, then also the offspring of Israel would cease to be a na-
tion before me forever. 
37 

Thus says the Lord: If the heavens above can be measured, 
and the foundations of the earth below can be explored, then I will 
reject all the offspring of Israel because of all they have done, 
says the Lord. 
38 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when the city shall 
be rebuilt for the Lord from the tower of Hananel to the Corner 
Gate. 39 And the measuring line shall go out farther, straight to the 
hill Gareb, and shall then turn to Goah. 40 The whole valley of the 
dead bodies and the ashes, and all the fields as far as the Wadi 
Kidron, to the corner of the Horse Gate toward the east, shall be 
sacred to the Lord. It shall never again be uprooted or over-
thrown. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31#fen-NRSV-19716f
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31#fen-NRSV-19724g


Activities  

Define professional 
mediators in today’s 
society.  Compare 
and contrast modern 
day mediators with 
Christ.   

God had established a covenant with people of Israel, the Mo-
saic Covenant (often mentioned as Old Covenant) when they 
were brought out of Egypt. The Mosaic Law consisted of three 
classes 

 Moral life - Ten Commandments instructs one on how to 
live righteously in relation with Almighty God and one’s fel-
low being. 

 Religious life - The Tabernacle, the sacrificial system and 
the priesthood. This instructed one on how to enter the 
presence of a righteous and holy God and what was nec-
essary to atone for the sin. 

 Civil Life- which were the laws that dealt with civil law and 
the punishments given when one violated these laws.    

After giving the Mosaic Covenant, God promised them that if 
they obeyed His Law, they would be blessed and would live in 
the land of Canaan in peace and security. But if they diso-
beyed, God promised them that they would experience His 
judgment rather than His blessing. 

The LORD will bring you and your king whom you set over 
you to a nation that neither you nor your fathers have known. 
And there you shall serve other gods of wood and stone.... 
Because you did not serve the LORD your God with joyful-
ness and gladness of heart, because of the abundance of all 
things, therefore you shall serve your enemies whom the 
LORD will send against you, in hunger and thirst, in naked-
ness, and lacking everything. And he will put a yoke of iron on 
your neck until he has destroyed you. (Deut. 28:36, 47–48) 

In Jeremiah 2-25: we read the prophecies about the judgment 
to the people of Israel for forsaking Yahweh and had given 
themselves to idolatry. The prophet warns them the Israelites 
will be in Babylonian exile as the result of their sins. In Je-
ramiah 31:, we learn about the prophecy of restoration of Isra-
el from exile and the revelation of the new covenant. 
 

Bible Exposition  

The structure of Jeramiah 31 is broadly divided into following 
nine sections and the main focus of this lesson is limited to 
“The New Covenant”  

 Introduction ( 31: 1) 

 Rebuilding of Israel by the loving God (31:2-6) 

 Homecoming of Israel from Babylonian Exile  (31: 7-14) 

 The end of Rachel’s mourning (31:15-22) 

 The re-gathering of Judah (31:23-26) 

 The future blessings (31: 27-30) 
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 The New Covenant (31:31-34) 

 The permanent restoration (31: 35-37) 

 The new Jerusalem (31: 38- 40) 

The people of Israel consistently broke the mosaic covenant 
in spite of Yahweh’s commitment to them. They had wor-
shipped Baal and idols of neighboring communities and be-
came subject to God’s judgment. So it is natural to think why 
God wanted to establish a new covenant that was different 
from the old one. 

In the old covenant, the law was written in stone which is an 
external object. In new covenant the law would be written on 
human hearts. “Writing on the hearts” suggests the removal of 
written documents and merely human mediators. Having the 
Lord’s Word on the heart prevents sin and fosters obedience. 
God’s people came into contact with the Almighty through the 
mediation of sinful men or mediators (priests). These media-
tors would offer up continual sacrifices, and God would pa-
tiently pass over their sins. Under the new covenant, God’s 
people would encounter God directly through the mediation of 
a flawless/sinless man – Jesus Christ and Christ offered Him-
self as the sacrifice once and for all. Jesus’s sacrifice did not 
pass over sin; it paid for sin and permanently removed it. 

In new covenant, God would also enter into an intimate rela-
tionship with His people as His covenant partners. They would 
know Him in this intimate way because He would forgive their 
sins and not bring them to memory or judgment any more. 
True forgiveness, in contrast to the covering of sin that the old 
covenant sacrifices provided, would make intimacy with God 
possible. 

The old covenant spoke of a great physical deliverance from 
Egypt through the blood of lambs and the power of God. The 
Passover festival is celebrated to remember this deliverance. 
The new covenant proclaims a great spiritual deliverance from 
sin and death through the blood of Lamb of God. To remem-
ber this deliverance, we celebrate the Holy Communion. 
(Lord’s last supper). The law with its requirements is the im-
pelling force in Old Covenant, whereas grace shown in the 
forgiveness of sins is the aiding power by which man attains 
life with God. 

As mentioned in this prophecy, the Israelites went into Baby-
lonian exile for 70 years and came back and rebuilt Jerusalem 
under the leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah. Also as prophe-
sied by Jeramiah, the new covenant was fulfilled and estab-
lished with Jesus Christ and still it is in effect in our everyday 
lives.   
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Lesson Review 

1. What was the old law and what was it written on? 

2. What was the new law and what was it to be written on? 

 
 
Discuss the content of Jeramiah 31. 
 

Values for Life: 

 How should the new covenant promises affect our daily 
life? 

 What happens if we broke the new covenant as people of 
Israel broke the old covenant? 

 

Memory Verse: 
 

But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Isra-
el after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people.  
Jeremiah 31:33 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Our heavenly gracious father, we thank for bringing us in your 
house for studying your mighty words. Lord we submit our 
hearts to you, write your covenant laws deep in hearts and 
enable us to walk in your ways. God, fill us with your 
knowledge and enable us to shine in this world. Be with and 
bless us, we make this prayer the your son Lord Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 

At that time, says 

the Lord, I will be the God 

of all the families of Israel, 

and they shall be my    

people. 

Jeremiah 31:1 
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DEPTH OF GOD’S LOVE 

 Discuss the major examples of covenants that God has made with man. 

 Discuss how God was greatly moved to bless David and his descendants. 

 Discuss how we should respond if we find ourselves under God’s righteous judgment. 

 Review the messianic promise of a king as detailed in the Psalms. 

 Discuss God’s promises despite man’s behavior. 

It was believed that the writer of psalm 89 was Ethan, who was a wise Leviticus musician in 
David’s service. ( 1 Kings 4: 31; 1 Chron 15: 17-20). The occasion of writing is unclear, but 
scholars believed by judging from the content of the psalm that it appeared to have been a 
time after David had suffered defeat and some severe affliction. Ethan interceded for the 
King, claiming Davidic Covenant promises ( 2 Samuel 7:5-16; 1 Chron 17). Ethan called on 
God to remember David and His promises before King or his line died. Though Ethan af-
firmed his belief in God’s loyal love and faithfulness, all he could do was wait for God to an-
swer. 

Theme :   God will be faithful, no matter how faithless we are  Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 12 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand that God’s love for us is un-

failing and never ending 
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DEPTH OF GOD’S LOVE 

Psalm 89 

A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite. 
1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord,* for 
 ever; 
    with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness 
 to  all generations.  
2 I declare that your steadfast love is established 
 for ever; your faithfulness is as firm as the 
 heavens.  
3 You said, ‘I have made a covenant with my cho
 sen one, I have sworn to my servant David:  
4 “I will establish your descendants forever, 
   and build your throne for all generations.” ’ 
   Selah  
5 Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord, 
    your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy 
 ones.  
6 For who in the skies can be compared to the 
 Lord? 
    Who among the heavenly beings is like the 
 Lord,  
7 a God feared in the council of the holy ones, 
    great and awesome* above all that are around 
 him?  
8 O Lord God of hosts, 
    who is as mighty as you, O Lord? 
    Your faithfulness surrounds you.  
9 You rule the raging of the sea; 
    when its waves rise, you still them.  
10 You crushed Rahab like a carcass; 
    you scattered your enemies with your mighty 
 arm.  
11 The heavens are yours, the earth also is yours; 
    the world and all that is in it—you have found-
 ed them.  
12 The north and the south*—you created them; 
    Tabor and Hermon joyously praise your name.  
13 You have a mighty arm; 
    strong is your hand, high your right hand.  
14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of 
 your throne; 
    steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.  
15 Happy are the people who know the festal 
 shout, who walk, O Lord, in the light of your 
 countenance;  
16 they exult in your name all day long, 
    and extol* your righteousness.  
17 For you are the glory of their strength; 

    by your favor our horn is exalted.  
18 For our shield belongs to the Lord, 
    our king to the Holy One of Israel.  
19 Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, 
 and said: 
    ‘I have set the crown* on one who is mighty, 
    I have exalted one chosen from the people.  
20 I have found my servant David; 
    with my holy oil I have anointed him;  
21

 my hand shall always remain with him; 
    my arm also shall strengthen him.  
22 The enemy shall not outwit him, 
    the wicked shall not humble him.  
23 I will crush his foes before him 
    and strike down those who hate him.  
24 My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with 
 him; and in my name his horn shall be exalted.  
25 I will set his hand on the sea 
    and his right hand on the rivers.  
26 He shall cry to me, “You are my Father, 
    my God, and the Rock of my salvation!”  
27 I will make him the firstborn, 
    the highest of the kings of the earth.  
28 For-ever I will keep my steadfast love for him, 
    and my covenant with him will stand firm.  
29 I will establish his line for ever, 
    and his throne as long as the heavens endure.  
30 If his children forsake my law 
    and do not walk according to my ordinances,  
31 if they violate my statutes 
    and do not keep my commandments,  
32 then I will punish their transgression with the 
 rod and their iniquity with scourges;  
33 but I will not remove from him my steadfast 
 love, or be false to my faithfulness.  
34 I will not violate my covenant, 
    or alter the word that went forth from my lips.  
35 Once and for all I have sworn by my holiness; 
    I will not lie to David.  

Theme :   God will be faithful, no matter how faithless we are  Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 12 

Aim: 

To understand that God’s love for us is unfailing 

and never ending 
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‘I will establish your de-

scendants forever, and 

build your throne for all 

generations’  

Psalm 89:4  Student Introduction  
‘When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, 
I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from 
your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He shall build a 
house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever. 14 I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 
When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mor-
tals use, with blows inflicted by human beings. 15 But I will not take 
my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away 
from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made 
sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
17 In accordance with all these words and with all this vision, Na-
than spoke to David.’  2 Samuel 7: 12-17  

 

In the above verses we can see God’s promise to honor David with 
a line of descendants that would continue to rule Israel in response 
to David’s desire to honor God. Thus God was not just promising to 
establish David’s reign as long as he lived but forever.  In Psalms 
89, which is believed to written by Ethan a musician in David’s ser-

36 His line shall continue for ever, 
    and his throne endure before me like the sun.  
37 It shall be established for ever like the moon, 
    an enduring witness in the skies.’ 
38 But now you have spurned and rejected him; 
    you are full of wrath against your anointed.  
39 You have renounced the covenant with your servant; 
    you have defiled his crown in the dust.  
40 You have broken through all his walls; 
    you have laid his strongholds in ruins.  
41 All who pass by plunder him; 
    he has become the scorn of his neighbors.  
42 You have exalted the right hand of his foes; 
    you have made all his enemies rejoice.  
43 Moreover, you have turned back the edge of his sword, 
    and you have not supported him in battle.  
44 You have removed the scepter from his hand,* 
    and hurled his throne to the ground.  
45 You have cut short the days of his youth; 
    you have covered him with shame. 
     Selah  
46 How long, O Lord? Will you hide yourself for ever? 
    How long will your wrath burn like fire?  
47 Remember how short my time is—* 
    for what vanity you have created all mortals!  
48 Who can live and never see death? 
    Who can escape the power of Sheol? 
     Selah  
49 Lord, where is your steadfast love of old, 
    which by your faithfulness you swore to David?  
50 Remember, O Lord, how your servant is taunted; 
    how I bear in my bosom the insults of the peoples,*  
51 with which your enemies taunt, O Lord, 
    with which they taunted the footsteps of your anointed.  
52 Blessed be the Lord forever. Amen and Amen.  
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Activities  

Ask students as they 
look back over their 
lives - 
 
 Where did God’s 

plans differ from 
their own?  

 
 How have they 

been blessed by 
God’s plans? 

 
 How has God prov-

en that he did not lie 
to King David?  

 

 How do you think 
we should respond 
to the Lord if we find 
ourselves under 
God’s righteous 
judgment? 

vice, we see the Psalmist pleading to God to fulfill this promise 
when David was encountered with difficulties in his life. 

 

Bible Exposition  

The book of Psalms contains the prayers, hymns and medita-
tions of Israel. These include joyful songs of praise and 
thanksgiving as well as songs of lamentation and distress. 
The prayers and songs are addressed to God, usually either 
pleading for help or bearing witness to God’s gracious acts on 
behalf of God’s people. Psalm 89 contains all these con-
trasting emotions that the psalmist is going through.   

In this Psalm, God affirms his faithfulness in keeping his 
amazing promise to David. He assured David that: 

 He would have a place of greatness 

 That his offspring would succeed him 

 That his kingdom would be established forever 

God’s Promise 

God made a special promise to David, which is identified in   
2 Samuel 7:12-17: someone from David’s family would al-
ways be king.  Ethan wrote this Psalm many years after this 
promise was made.  It is called a ‘maskil’ - a psalm that teach-
es us something.  We see that the Jews, as a result of their 
disobedience, would suffer exile in Babylon, have their temple 
destroyed, and live under oppressive Roman rule before Je-
sus would be born in the line of David. We see that because 
God loves his children He always disciplines them for their 
own good. God designs His discipline as a faithful response 
to unrepentant sinners which would lead some to repent and 
seek God’s forgiveness. When God makes a promise or a 
covenant, He keeps it. God sent His son Jesus who fulfilled 
the law of God and established a new covenant in His blood. 

For David, who experienced so much suffering and outright 
persecution, to acknowledge God’s overriding faithfulness 
through it all, was truly a testimony to his knowledge and ap-
preciation of the Lord’s grace and love.  He understood that 
somehow the Lord had a purpose for and was in control of the 
situation, and ultimately intends everything for man’s good. 
Faithfulness to the Lord and his standards is a prime necessi-
ty for believers. This kind of faith begins and ends in a total 
trust, which finds such complete confidence in the Lord that 
the believer can rest his entire life and future in the Lord. The 
faithful understand that they are in the caring hands of Him 
who is ever faithful.  

King David as an example for us 

King David put his faith in the Lord. He constantly and con-
sistently asked God for His will. King David loved the Lord. He 



chanted psalms to the Lord that came from his heart. When 
we are frightened by the emotion around us, we need to ap-
peal to our Lord for guidance. God will keep his Word. His 
promise is based on his character. He will not change his 
mind or go back on what he said, like people often do. The 
throne of David will be established and preserved by the Lord 
himself.  What humans cannot do, God can. 

We not only see God’s holy character of faithfulness and His 
actions that flow from it, but the necessity of believers to pur-
sue faithfulness in their lives. We should remain faithful at all 
times. Even in times of hardship, suffering, and persecution 
we are to remain confident that a faithful God is available for 
protection and help. 

Lesson Review 

 Who is known to have written Psalm 89? 

 

 What promises did God make to David? 

 

 What does ‘maskil’ mean? 
 

Values for Life: 

1. God’s everlasting covenant with man is for him to listen to 
God, hear and obey Him so his soul shall live and God will 
not turn away from him. He must completely rely on God 
for everything, and turn to Him for guidance. 

2. It is not enough for us just to be Christians. We need to 
have the faithfulness and loving kindness of the Lord on 
our tongues at all times. 

Memory Verse: 
 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any pow-
ers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation 
will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Romans 8:38-39 

 

Closing Prayer: 

Almighty God, we thank you that you are always with us, and 
always love us. It’s good to be with you. Thank you for what 
we have learned today. Thank you for being with us and for 
teaching us through the Bible. Help us to remember what you 
have taught us today and to live it out when we leave. Oh 
Loving father Guide us by your eternal light. We ask all this in 
the name of Jesus. Amen.   

King David is an            

example to us all 

 Faith in the Lord 

 Spoke to God         
constantly 

 Loved the Lord 



NO WALL CAN KEEP GOD OUT 

One of the first question comes in mind after reading the destruction of Jericho city is why did 
God do this? This is a classical example of God’s war against sin. The people who were liv-
ing in Jericho city were sinful. God is a patient God and He gave ample time for them to re-
pent and turn back. Genesis 15:13 onwards says, 
  
13 

Then the Lord
 
said to Abram, “Know this for certain, that your offspring shall be aliens in a 

land that is not theirs, and shall be slaves there, and they shall be oppressed for four hundred 
years; 

14 
but I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come 

out with great possessions. 
15 

As for yourself, you shall go to your ancestors in peace; you 
shall be buried in a good old age. 

16 
And they shall come back here in the fourth generation; 

for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 
 
The above Bible portion indicates that God had the plan almost 500 years before the destruc-
tion of Jericho City as He waited the sins of Amorites (Verses 19-21 mentions the rest of the 
tribes) to its full extent. 
 
It is also good to examine what kind of City was Jericho and about the people who lived in 
that town. Moses send twelve men to spy the land of Canaan from the desert and their re-
sponse can be found in Numbers 13: 27-33 
 
 

27 
And they told him, “We came to the land to which you sent us; it flows with milk and hon-

ey, and this is its fruit. 
28 

Yet the people who live in the land are strong, and the towns 
are fortified and very large; and besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there.  
 
 

32 
So they brought to the Israelites an unfavorable report of the land that they had spied 

out, saying, “The land that we have gone through as spies is a land that devours its inhabit-
ants; and all the people that we saw in it are of great size. 

33 
There we saw the Nephilim (the 

Anakites come from the Nephilim); and to ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers, and so 
we seemed to them.” 
 
As highlighted in above verses, we can conclude that Jericho was a well-fortified city and 
people who lived in there were giants. 

Theme :   God’s strengthens the faithful  Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 13 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand the patient nature of God, ful-

filment of His promise and reward for obedi-

ence 



NO WALL CAN KEEP GOD OUT 

Joshua 6:1-27 

Now Jericho was shut up inside and out because 
of the Israelites; no one came out and no one 
went in. 2 The Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have 
handed Jericho over to you, along with its king 
and soldiers. 3 You shall march around the city, all 
the warriors circling the city once. Thus you shall 
do for six days, 4 with seven priests bearing seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. On the 
seventh day you shall march around the city sev-
en times, the priests blowing the trumpets. 5 When 
they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, as 
soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then 
all the people shall shout with a great shout; and 
the wall of the city will fall down flat, and all the 
people shall charge straight ahead.” 6 So Joshua 
son of Nun summoned the priests and said to 
them, “Take up the ark of the covenant, and have 
seven priests carry seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
in front of the ark of the Lord.” 7 To the people he 
said, “Go forward and march around the city; have 
the armed men pass on before the ark of 
the Lord.” 
8 As Joshua had commanded the people, the sev-
en priests carrying the seven trumpets of rams’ 
horns before the Lord went forward, blowing the 
trumpets, with the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord following them. 9 And the armed men 
went before the priests who blew the trumpets; 
the rear guard came after the ark, while the trum-
pets blew continually. 10 To the people Joshua 
gave this command: “You shall not shout or let 
your voice be heard, nor shall you utter a word, 
until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall 
shout.” 11 So the ark of the Lord went around the 
city, circling it once; and they came into the camp, 
and spent the night in the camp. 
12 Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the 
priests took up the ark of the Lord.13 The seven 
priests carrying the seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
before the ark of the Lord passed on, blowing the 
trumpets continually. The armed men went before 
them, and the rear guard came after the ark of 
the Lord, while the trumpets blew continual-
ly. 14 On the second day they marched around the 
city once and then returned to the camp. They did 
this for six days. 

15 On the seventh day they rose early, at dawn, 
and marched around the city in the same manner 
seven times. It was only on that day that they 
marched around the city seven times. 16 And at 
the seventh time, when the priests had blown the 
trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout! For 
the Lord has given you the city. 17 The city and all 
that is in it shall be devoted to the Lord for de-
struction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who 
are with her in her house shall live because she 
hid the messengers we sent. 18 As for you, keep 
away from the things devoted to destruction, so 
as not to covet and take any of the devoted things 
and make the camp of Israel an object for de-
struction, bringing trouble upon it. 19 But all silver 
and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are sa-
cred to the Lord; they shall go into the treasury of 
the Lord.” 20 So the people shouted, and the 
trumpets were blown. As soon as the people 
heard the sound of the trumpets, they raised a 
great shout, and the wall fell down flat; so the 
people charged straight ahead into the city and 
captured it. 21 Then they devoted to destruction by 
the edge of the sword all in the city, both men and 
women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and don-
keys. 
22 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out 
the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house, and bring 
the woman out of it and all who belong to her, as 
you swore to her.” 23 So the young men who had 
been spies went in and brought Rahab out, along 
with her father, her mother, her brothers, and all 
who belonged to her—they brought all her kindred 
out—and set them outside the camp of Isra-
el. 24 They burned down the city, and everything in 
it; only the silver and gold, and the vessels of 
bronze and iron, they put into the treasury of the 
house of the Lord. 25 But Rahab the prostitute, 
with her family and all who belonged to her, Josh-

Theme :   God will be faithful, no matter how faithless we are  Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 12 

Aim: 

To understand the patient nature of God, fulfil-

ment of His promise and reward for obedience 

Theme :   God strengthens the faithful Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 13 



The walls of Jericho 

were six feet thick       

and up to 26 feet     

high  

Student Introduction  

Tom & Jerry is animated classic that was beloved by many 
children and adults years ago.  Why did so many love these 
animated characters so much? It was the brilliance of its cre-
ators William Hanna and Joseph Barbera. A small mouse al-
ways managed to get away from the mean, big cat. What 
would have happened if the cat won? The story would end 
with its first episode.  

We have studied so many incidents that small and weak men 
or a country win over a powerful (and sinful) person or a 
country - David & Goliath, Gideon against the Midianites, Mo-
ses against Pharaoh and in this lesson Israelites over Jeri-
cho. Why does God choose the weak for such missions? God 
does not want anyone to boast with regard to their own abili-
ties, so He chooses the least, strengthens them and guides 
their win over the more powerful. 
 

Bible Exposition  

The book of Joshua is could be known as a book of war. Isra-
el was at war with the Canaanites, but behind these human 
soldiers God was waging war against sin. Earlier in Israel’s 
history God was compared to a warrior (Exodus 14:14), but 
now Israel experienced God’s leadership in war like never be-
fore. 

God instructed the Israelites to march around the walls of Jer-
icho.  They circled the city (Verses 3, 4, 6, and 9). The order 
of the procession was as follows: Soldiers, Priests, The Ark, 
and then more soldiers. The ark represented the presence of 
The Lord.  

The blowing of the trumpets in Israel reminded the people of 
God’s activity for them. The priests used the trumpets to call 
the people to follow God, who was going before them in the 
wilderness. This occasion both functions were applicable as 
the trumpet signaled judgment for the Canaanites, but victory 
to the Israelites.   

The warriors and priests were to remain silent as they circled 
the city each time except the seventh day. God evidently 
used this strategy to impress on the people of Jericho, as well 
as the Israelites, that the deliverance was not by human 
might or power, but was by the spirit of the God. In addition, 
this might have been part of the strategy to give the king of 

ua spared. Her family has lived in Israel ever since. For she hid the 
messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 
26 Joshua then pronounced this oath, saying,“Cursed before 
the Lord be anyone who tries to build this city—this Jericho! At the 
cost of his firstborn he shall lay its foundation, and at the cost of 
his youngest he shall set up its gates!” 
27 So the Lord was with Joshua; and his fame was in all the land. 



Activities  

Ask the children to 
identify times in the 
Bible in which the 
‘underdog’ was victo-
rious in the Bible. 
 
What lesson do we 
learn from these sto-
ries of victory? 
 

Jericho to surrender. (Similar to the 10 plagues in Egypt). God 
commanded the final shout on the seventh day to announce 
His destruction of the wall. It was the shout of victory and joy 
for the Israelites. The uniqueness of this approach undoubt-
edly impressed upon the Israelites their reliance on God for 
the victory.  It involved incredible faith and obedience. 

God commanded the Israelites to consecrate all the spoils of 
this battle to Him since He had given Jericho into their hands 
as the first fruits of the land. Rahab and her possessions were 
exceptions because she had aided the spies. The Israelites 
were to burn cities under the “ban” (Deut. 20:16-18) and to kill 
their inhabitants, including the cattle. (Leviticus 27:28-29). 
The only objects they were to spare were metal, gold, silver 
and vessels from bronze and iron. These they were to place 
in the treasury of the tabernacle. (Numbers 31:54). 

The curse on the person tempted to rebuild Jericho would 
have discouraged anyone from fortifying again this city that 
was the symbol of military power. God wanted His people to 
trust in Him for their security and not to rely on physical de-
fenses. God executed Joshua’s curse on Hiel when he rebuilt 
Jericho’s fortifications during the reign of king Ahab. (1 Kings 
16:34) 

The Jericho battle strengthened Israel’s faith in Yahweh. They 
acted in faith obeying His word and trusting in the outcome 
God had promised. We also must learn the same from this 
lesson in history. 

Lesson Review 

1. Why did God destroy the city of Jericho?  

2. Why the Israelites did burned the city of Jericho and killed 

all its inhabitants? Why did they spare the metals? 

3. What was the curse of Joshua for the City of Jericho?  

Values for Life: 

We need to put our faith and hope in God and God alone. 

 

Memory Verse: 
 

But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and 
not faint.  
Isaiah 40:31 



 

Closing Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for teaching us rewards of obedi-
ence through this lesson. Many times we go away from your path 
and end up in trouble. God, control our thoughts and actions. Re-
store us as your disciples and enable us to lead a life that will be 
pleasing to you, amen.  



PLACED FOR A PURPOSE 

1.  Study the incidents that lead to the current portion in chapter 4 

 King Ahasuerus deposes Queen Vashti – Esther Ch. 1 

 Selection of Esther as Queen – Esther Ch. 2 

 Mordecai uncovers the plot - Esther Ch. 2 

 Hamaan plots to destroy the Jews – Esther Ch. 3 

 King Ahasuerus issues the Edict – Esther Ch. 3 

 Distribution of the Edict throughout the kingdom – Esther Ch. 3 

2.  Similar Biblical experience 

 Joseph appointed as the Minister to oversee the collection and distribution of the produce from 

the land during the seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine. 

 God calling Samuel  at the temple 

 Jeremiah responding to God’s question of who should be sent to  

3.  Study the incidents that happen in Ch. 4 

 Mordecai learns of the King’s edict to destroy all Jews Esther 4:1-3 

 Esther enquires the reason for Mordecai’s moaning Esther 4:5-7 

 Mordecai’s instruction for Esther through Hathach Esther 4:8 

 Esther’s response to Mordecai’s instruction about the rule of death to an uninvited guest to the 

inner court Esther 4:10-11 

 Mordecai’s response to Esther 4:13-14 

 Esther realizes her calling and puts a plan of action Esther 4:15-16 

4.  Contemporary Issues worth considering for ice breakers for this Class 

 Racial Challenges  

 Ferguson MO – Michael Brown shooting 

 New York City NY – Eric Garner  death by Chokehold 

 Drugs and their consequences 

 Teenage violence 

 School shootings 

 Sex related violence in schools 

Theme :   God has a reason for where we are and what we can do Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 14 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand that we all have a purpose 

and that we should be ready to speak up 

when needed  



PLACED FOR A PURPOSE 

Esther 4 

When Mordecai learned all that had been done, 
Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth 
and ashes, and went through the city, wailing with 
a loud and bitter cry; 2 he went up to the entrance 
of the king’s gate, for no one might enter the 
king’s gate clothed with sackcloth. 3 In every prov-
ince, wherever the king’s command and his de-
cree came, there was great mourning among the 
Jews, with fasting and weeping and lamenting, 
and most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 
4 When Esther’s maids and her eunuchs came 
and told her, the queen was deeply distressed; 
she sent garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he 
might take off his sackcloth; but he would not ac-
cept them. 
 5 Then Esther called for Hathach, one of the 
king’s eunuchs, who had been appointed to at-
tend her, and ordered him to go to Mordecai to 
learn what was happening and why. 6 Hathach 
went out to Mordecai in the open square of the 
city in front of the king’s gate, 7 and Mordecai told 
him all that had happened to him, and the exact 
sum of money that Haman had promised to pay 
into the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the 
Jews. 
 8 Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written 
decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that 
he might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and 
charge her to go to the king to make supplication 
to him and entreat him for her people. 
9 Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai 
had said. 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach and 
gave him a message for Mordecai, saying, 11 “All 
the king’s servants and the people of the king’s 
provinces know that if any man or woman goes to 
the king inside the inner court without being 
called, there is but one law—all alike are to be put 
to death. Only if the king holds out the golden 
scepter to someone, may that person live. I my-
self have not been called to come in to the king 
for thirty days.” 12 When they told Mordecai what 
Esther had said, 13 Mordecai told them to reply to 
Esther, “Do not think that in the king’s palace you 
will escape any more than all the other Jews. 
14 For if you keep silence at such a time as this, 
relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from 
another quarter, but you and your father’s family 

will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come 
to royal dignity for just such a time as this.” 
15 Then Esther said in reply to Mordecai, 16 “Go, 
gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold 
a fast on my behalf, and neither eat nor drink for 
three days, night or day. I and my maids will also 
fast as you do. After that I will go to the king, 
though it is against the law; and if I perish, I per-
ish.” 17 Mordecai then went away and did every-
thing as Esther had ordered him. 

Theme :   God will be faithful, no matter how faithless we are  Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 12 

Aim: 

To understand that we all have a purpose 

and that we should be ready to speak up 

when needed 

Theme :   God has a reason for where we are and what we can do Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 14 



Student Introduction  

We often hear about the problems that others are experiencing in 
our life, but we often think this will not occur in our life. We brush it 
aside and continue with our life with no care or concern about what 
is happening around us. We seldom point out he mistakes that oth-
ers make in the fear of losing our friendship. We try to ignore the 
hard truths of life and try to behave as though we are immune from 
all things around us. We are either ignorant about the impact or are 
complacent to act unless it affects me directly.  

Through the story of Esther, we will learn how Esther when she 
recognized the situation that awaited her and all the members of 
her community when the King’s edict was to be carried out. 

 

Bible Exposition  

Persian King Ahasuerus was displeased with the behavior of his 
Queen, Vashti, and based on the advice of his councilors, he ban-
ishes her from his palace. Later the king feels lonely and seeks to 
find the loveliest women as his new Queen. From amongst many 
who were brought and prepared for this role, a Jew is chosen.  
Mordecai brought his cousin Esther before the King and her beauty 
surpassed that of all the others.  Her Jewish name was Hadassah, 
which means myrtle. The leaves of the myrtle tree releases its fra-
grance only when it is crushed.  Having chosen Esther as his new 
queen, the king was now happy and enjoyed life. 

Meanwhile Haman, a prince under King Ahasueru, was given spe-
cial privileges.  One was that all the people were to bow down to 
him as he passed by.  Being a Jew, Mordecai would not bow to an-
yone except God.   This infuriated Haman and took it as a personal 
insult and crime against the entire Persian kingdom.  Haman and 
his wife devise a plan against the Jews and convinces the King to 
issue an edict for the annihilation of all the Jews on a single day 11 
months later.  

This lesson focuses on the call to duty issued by Mordecai to Es-
ther after the edict was issued by the King.  Esther, as queen was 
enjoying her life as queen. A date for the mass execution of Jews 
has been conveyed throughout the kingdom.  Mordecai expresses 
his grief and sorrow at this edict by wearing sack cloth and ashes 
and wailing bitterly on the streets. Esther sends him clothes to 
wear, but Mordecai refuses to accept the clothes. Esther, sends 
her trusted eunuch to find out the reason for Mordecai’s sorrow. 
Mordecai explains the details of the situation about Haman promis-
ing to pay to the Kings treasury in return for issuing this edict and 
sends a copy of the edict for Esther to read. Mordecai also com-
mands Esther to go to the King and plead for the life of her people.  

Esther, sends a message back about the Persian law that any man 
or woman who enters the King’s courts without being invited shall 
be put to death. She is trying to avoid facing the King for two rea-
sons:  

1. Does not want to tell the King she is a Jew 

2. She also fears the law that anyone entering the inner courts 
without being invited would be put to death. 

 



Activities  

Discuss the following 
in small groups or all 
together : 

Identify times in 
which you stay silent 
when you see some-
thing wrong. 

What can you do to 
be more bold and do 
the right thing? 

Do you believe that 
God has placed in 
you certain situations 
for a purpose? 

Mordecai, reminds her that she should not hide under the protec-
tion of the palace and escape the edict.  Furthermore, if she did not 
step up, God would deliver his people through other means and 
she, along with her father’s household, may not may not survive 
this edict. 

Now Esther realizes the greater cause of being placed in the palace 
as the Queen at this time of tribulation for the entire Jewish commu-
nity and decides to meet with the King and plead for mercy on be-
half of the Jews. She prepares to perish for the sake of her people. 
She is willing to sacrifice her life for the sake of the Jews and God 
gives her victory over the evil.  

 

Lesson Review 

1. When did Esther realize she had a bigger role in life beyond her 

position as queen? 

2. How did Esther prepare to face the King and how did God an-

swer her prayers? 

3. What was the result of Esther’s submission?  

Values for Life: 

We should never be ignorant of what is happening around us and 
be prepared to stand up against evil.  We should seek God’s advice 
and be committed to doing his will without fear for our personal life. 
When we are willing to be crushed like Esther, the true fragrance of 
our life will come out for others to enjoy from our good deeds. 

 

Memory Verse: 
 

For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance 
will rise for the Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s 
family will perish. Who knows? Perhaps you have come to royal 
dignity for just such a time as this. 
Esther 4:14 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for our life and the blessings You 
have provided us.  Help us to realize that who we are, where we 
are and what we have needs to be used for Your glory.  Let us not 
be ashamed of You but rather never afraid to tell others that You 
are our God.  In the name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 



WORSHIP—LIFE OF BELIEVERS 

Isaiah received his call to prophetic ministry in the year that King Uzziah died (740 BC). He 
responded enthusiastically to this privilege, even though he knew from the outset that his 
ministry would prove fruitless and discouraging. He ministered and prophesized in Judah and 
his task was to explain to the people that the old world was passing away and Gentiles will 
take over Judah if they do not obey Yahweh. 

The main theme of Isaiah’s prophetic ministry was to make Israel understand that salvation 
could not be attained by reliance upon man but only from God Himself and the salvation can 
be achieved only through true worship to God.  

Theme :   To understand, appreciate and live to worship Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 15 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand that our whole life should re-
volve around submitting ourselves to Christ. 



WORSHIP—LIFE OF BELIEVERS 

Isaiah 1:1-23 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of 
Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
Judah. 
2 Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; for 
the Lord has spoken: I reared children and   
brought them up, but they have rebelled against 
me. 
3 The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its mas-
ter’s crib; but Israel does not know, my people do 
not understand. 
4 Ah, sinful nation,  people laden with iniquity, off-

spring who do evil, children who deal corruptly, 

who have forsaken the Lord, who have despised 

the Holy One of Israel, who are utterly estranged! 
5 Why do you seek further beatings? Why do you 

continue to rebel? The whole head is sick, and the 

whole heart faint. 
6 From the sole of the foot even to the head, there 

is no soundness in it, but bruises and sores and 

bleeding wounds; they have not been drained, or 

bound up, or softened with oil. 
7 Your country lies desolate, your cities are burned 

with fire; in your very presence aliens devour your 

land; it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners. 
8 And daughter Zion is left like a booth in a vine-

yard, like a shelter in a cucumber field, like a be-

sieged city. 
9 If the Lord of hosts had not left us a few survi-

vors, we would have been like Sodom, and be-

come like Gomorrah. 
10 Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sod-

om! Listen to the teaching of our God, you people 

of Gomorrah! 
11 What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 

says the Lord; I have had enough of burnt offer-

ings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not 

delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of 

goats. 
12 When you come to appear before me, who 

asked this from your hand? Trample my courts no 

more; 

13 bringing offerings is futile; incense is an abomi-

nation to me.  New moon and sabbath and calling 

of convocation — I cannot endure solemn assem-

blies with iniquity. 
14 Your new moons and your appointed festivals 

my soul hates; they have become a burden to me, 

I am weary of bearing them. 
15 When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my 

eyes from you; even though you make many pray-

ers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood. 
16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean;  

    remove the evil of your doings from before my   

eyes; cease to do evil, 
17  learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the op-

pressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow. 
18 Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: 

though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like 

snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall 

become like wool. 
19 If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat the 

good of the land; 
20 

but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be de-

voured by the sword; for the mouth of 

the Lord has spoken. 
21 How the faithful city has become a whore! She 

that was full of justice, righteousness lodged in 

her — but now murderers! 
22 Your silver has become dross, your wine is 

mixed with water. 
23 Your princes are rebels and companions of 

thieves. yone loves a bribe and runs after gifts. 

They do not defend the orphan, and the widow’s 

cause does not come before them. 

Theme :   God will be faithful, no matter how faithless we are  Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 12 

Aim: 

To understand that our whole life should revolve 
around submitting ourselves to Christ. 

Theme :   To understand, appreciate and live to worship Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 15 



‘Isaiah means         

‘The Lord is              

Salvation’ 

Student Introduction  

The Book of Isaiah can be called a “Miniature Bible”. There are six-
ty-six chapters in Isaiah and sixty-six books in Bible. The thirty-nine 
chapters of the first part of Isaiah may be compared to the Old Tes-
tament with its thirty-nine books and both focus primarily on God’s 
judgment of sin. The twenty-seven chapters of second part may be 
seen to parallel to the twenty-seven books of New Testament, and 
both emphasize the grace of God.  

According to Isaiah, Sin is rebellion against God that springs from 
pride. The book begins and ends on this note.  

 Isaiah 1:2  Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; for 
the Lord has spoken: I reared children and   brought them  
up, but they have rebelled against me.  

 Isaiah 66:24  And they shall go out and look at the dead bodies 
of the people who have rebelled against me; for their worm 
shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and they shall be 
an abhorrence to all flesh. 

All the evil in the world results from man’s refusal to accept Yah-
weh. God’s response to sin is Judgment, if people continue to rebel 
against Him. But God always responds with redemption if they wor-
ship him in complete and abandon their self-dependence. 

 

Bible Exposition  

Isaiah, son of Amoz, was a prophet and prophesized the birth of 

the messiah hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus Christ.  

The name   Isaiah means ‘The Lord is Salvation’.  The book of Isai-

ah speaks of the need of the kingdom of Judah and Jerusalem to 

repent.  It also points to a message of salvation that will come in 

the form of Jesus Christ.   

 

The first chapter of the book of Isaiah is broadly classified into two 

sections. 

1. The current situation of Israel  

2. God’s Solution 

 

Current Situation of Israel 

God himself charged the Israelites with their sin. He called heavens 
and earth to witness His indictment against His people. They had 
not only violated His covenant, but common decency and good 
sense. It was unthinkable that children should revolt against a lov-
ing father. Even animals – oxen and donkeys obeys their master. 
This way God is mentioning the people of Israel that they degraded 
themselves below animals. The prophet amplified God’s charge 
and proved it by referring to Israel’s condition. He lamented that 
Israel’s state was the outcome of her behavior. Isaiah moved from 
describing Israel as a sick and injured body to an isolated, con-
quered land. He also warns that unless the Lord of armies had pre-
served a few faithful in Judah, as He preserved Lot and his family, 
He would have destroyed the nation as he destroyed Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 



Activities 

 

Discuss the differ-

ence between the 

present day situation 

of moral values to the 

situation during the 

time of Isaiah.  

 

Propose your sug-

gestions towards 

how we can improve 

our life that can be 

more pleasing in 

God’s sight.  

Even though God had not yet destroyed Jerusalem, the city was 
like those towns in that the people and their rulers had turned from 
God’s holiness. The Israelites tended to fall into a pattern of think-
ing similar to that of the religious rituals of their pagan neighbors. 
These practices become common as they started marriage relation-
ships with other communities. They forgot that God intended their 
ceremonies to be symbolic of their attitude toward Him.   

The sacrifices have become meaningless.  The sacrifices of rams, 
bulls, lambs of goats is not what God wants.  The burning of in-
cense and prayers have become nothing more than rituals without 
meaning.  Their attitude to Him was more important than their flaw-
less performance of worship rituals. Even their prayers would be 
ineffective if their attitude to God was not right. We have the same 
problem today. 

 

God’s Solution 

Isaiah starts the chapter telling told the people what God does not 
want.  In verses 16 and 17, Isaiah clearly states what God is       
expecting from us.  ‘Make yourself clean and cease to do evil, learn 
to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, 
plead for the widow.’  God wants the heart of man.  Rituals will be-
come nothing more than meaningless actions unless our minds and 
are hearts are aligned with God.   

The Lord is now challenging the Israelites either they could contin-
ue how they were and get destroyed, or submit to God’s will and be 
blessed. If they were disposed to consent and obey, God would 
again bless them with fertility. If they decided to rebel, He would 
allow their enemies to defeat and destroy them. In today’s world we 
are also like Israel and we can be saved only by worshipping God 
in truth. 

Our actions are manifestations of what is in our heart and mind.    
Going to church and participating in the church service is meaning-
less if we continue to live like wicked people outside.  We must be 
able to submit our lives to God and all our actions be fruits of Jesus 
Christ living in us.   

We are sinful people and must realize that we need God.  We must 
repent, as Isaiah told the people of Judah to do.  We must stop fo-
cusing on our rituals but rather become new people in Christ.  Our 
lives need be a life of worship to the one true God. 

 

Lesson Review 

 What was problems Isaiah found in the land of Judah?  

 What was the solution God is proposing to Judah through     
Isaiah?  

 

Values for Life: 

We need to repent and turn from our sin.  We need to seek a rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ and have Him live in us so that our 



thoughts and actions would be pleasing to Him.  Our lives need to 
become a life of worship.  Our prayers must move from just words 
but a meaningful conversation with God almighty.   

 

Memory Verse: 
 

Come now, let us argue it out, says the Lord: though your sins are 
like scarlet, they shall be like snow; though they are red like      
crimson, they shall become like wool.  If you are willing and       
obedient, you shall eat the good of the land but if you refuse and 
rebel, you shall be devoured by the sword: for the mouth of 
the Lord has  spoken.  
Isaiah 1:18-20 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Gracious Lord, we thank you for the insights of rebellion against 

you. Cleanse our sins and lead us to leave a clean life, so that we 

bear the fruit of your spirit. Help us to learn to do good; seek justice, 

rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, and plead for the margin-

al in the society. All we pray in the name of your son, Jesus Christ 

Amen. 



CONVERSION OF SAUL 

Journey to Damascus was a dramatic experience for Paul. Paul witnessed the living God, 
Pauls’ transformation not only gives us the assurance that we can be saved by His grace re-
gardless of our former state, but also can be used as an instrument for His kingdom. To 
teach this chapter effectively, teachers need to have a complete understanding of Paul’s ear-
ly years, his actions against Christians, and his call to ministry. Emphasize that growing up in 
a Christian home or attending church and Sunday school regularly, alone won’t open up the 
door to heaven. Only through grace we will attain salvation, which will be given to us when 
we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior. It is important to convey to the students that 
it our relationship with God, which determines our destiny. Be prepared to address students’ 
question regarding why people in the present time don't experience heavenly calling the way 
it is being described in the Bible. 

Theme :   God can and will use anyone Grade 9 - Unit 4 Lesson 16 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand that God can use your life to 

accomplish His purpose and that there is a 

difference between being religious and know-

ing God 



CONVERSION OF SAUL 

Acts 8:1-3 

That day a severe persecution began against the 
church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles 
were scattered throughout the countryside of Ju-
dea and Samaria. 2 Devout men buried Stephen 
and made loud lamentation over him.3 But Saul 
was ravaging the church by entering house after 
house; dragging off both men and women, he 
committed them to prison.  

Acts 9:1-19 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder 
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 
priest 2 and asked him for letters to the syna-
gogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who 
belonged to the Way, men or women, he might 
bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was 
going along and approaching Damascus, sudden-
ly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell 
to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He 
asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I 
am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 

6 
But get up 

and enter the city, and you will be told what you 
are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him 
stood speechless because they heard the voice 
but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, 
and though his eyes were open, he could see 
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought 
him into Damascus. 9 For three days he was with-
out sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named 
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
“Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The 
Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street 
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for 
a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he 
is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision[a] a man 
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him 
so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But Ananias 
answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about 
this man, how much evil he has done to your 
saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority 
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your 
name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is 
an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 
name before Gentiles and kings and before the 

people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my 
name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the 
house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, 
“Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to 
you on your way here, has sent me so that you 
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 18 And immediately something like scales 
fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. 
Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after tak-
ing some food, he regained his strength. 

Theme :   God will be faithful, no matter how faithless we are  Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 12 

Aim: 

To understand that God can use your life to ac-

complish His purpose and that there is a differ-

ence between being religious and knowing God 

Theme :   God can and will use anybody Grade 9 - Unit 4 Lesson 16 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%209&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27217a


Paul was from Tarsus, 

which is in                

present day southern 

Turkey 

Student Introduction  

Franklin Graham is the fourth child of the famous evangelist Billy 
Graham and his wife, the late Ruth Bell Graham. He was born into 
a spiritually rich family. By the time Franklin was born, Billy Graham 
was already known around the world as a spiritual leader. Frank-
lin’s maternal grandfather, Lemuel Nelson Bell, served as a medi-
cal missionary to China for more than 20 years and also was a re-
spected moderator of the Presbyterian Church in the United States. 
From an early age, Franklin rebelled against his father's saintly 
ways. He lived a worldly life, which included smoking, drinking, and 
partying. As Billy Graham's biographer William Martin stated, "He 
was behaving in ways that were not appropriate, to not only Billy 
Graham's son but to a young Christian." One day his father looked 
at his eyes and said, "I want you to know that your mother and I 
sense there is a struggle for the soul of your life, and you're going 
to have to make a choice." Franklin began to think about his fa-
ther’s comments.  

One night in a hotel room in Jerusalem, Franklin's life changed. In 
his autobiography, Rebel with a Cause: Finally Comfortable Being 
Graham, Franklin explained his conversion experience: "That night 
instead of going to the bar for a couple of beers, I found myself 
alone in my room reading through the gospel of John. When I 
came to the third chapter, I read not just that Jesus told Nicodemus 
he had to be born again, but I also grasped that Franklin Graham 
had to be born again as well." He added “just being the son of Billy 
Graham won’t get me into heaven”. With the new commitment to 
God, Graham began his spiritual journey. The once reluctant 
Franklin, now follows his father's footsteps, and is very proud of his 
calling as a witness to the Lord. 

 

Bible Exposition  

Little is known of the birth and early childhood of Saul. Saul first 
appeared in the Bible in Acts 7:58, as a young man who witnessed 
the stoning of Stephen, the first martyr for Christ. Saul, a devout 
Jew was born in Tarsus of Cilicia and brought up in the city of Jeru-
salem. He studied under Gamaliel, an expert in religious law, be-
came well versed in Judaism and its doctrine.  

Saul was very proud of his rich heritage. He was “circumcised on 
the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a 
Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee,…., as for 
righteousness based on the law, faultless” (Philippians 3:5, 6). As a 
well-educated man, who was raised among Greek Culture, Saul 
had a commanding knowledge of philosophy and could have a 
scholarly conversation with most educated citizens of his time. His 
Roman citizenship granted him prestige and respect, which saved 
him many times during his ministry (Act 16:37). 

As a very devout Jew, he held the faith of his fathers as supreme. 
He couldn't accept any doctrine that was against the Law of Moses, 
which had led Israel for so many years. However, Jesus came and 
claimed himself as the Son of God and the Messiah. He also 
claimed that He is the only way to God, the Father. Jesus said, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me” (John 14:6). Jesus also questioned the faith of 

Franklin Graham (left) and his father Billy 

Graham. 



Activities 

Discuss one of the 

following— 

 

Find other examples 
in the bible where 
God chose people 
despite their short-
comings, for His   
propose. 
 
Discuss the draw-
backs of inherited 
religion based on the 
stories of Paul and 
Franklin Graham. 
Based on this lesson, 
do you consider 
yourself as religious 
or true Christian?  
Explain. 

Pharisees and teachers of the law, and called them hypocrites. For 
Saul, Christianity was a threat to his believes, his religion, and to 
the teachings of Judaism. Thus, he developed a fervent hatred for 
Christ and his followers.  

Stoning of Stephen 

Soon after the believers received Holy Spirit on the day of Pente-
cost (Acts 2: 1-4), the apostles started their ministry following Je-
sus’ Great Commission; “go and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Ho-
ly Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you.” (Mathew 28: 19-20) The apostles proclaimed the good news 
and performed many signs and wonders among the people. More 
and more people accepted Jesus Christ as their savior and were 
added to the group of believers. The word of God spread as many 
from the neighboring towns witnessed the apostles performing mir-
acles: healing the sick and curing the tormented impure spirits. The 
number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly (Acts 5:12-16) 

As the number of believers increased, the apostles decided to 
choose seven men among themselves who are full of the Spirit and 
wisdom to hand over the responsibility of waiting on tables (keeping 
accounts), so that the apostles can focus their attention to prayer 
and the ministry of the word. Stephen, a man full of God’s grace 
and power was one of the men who were selected for this ministry. 
Soon Stephen started performing great wonders and signs among 
the people. Those who were opposed to Christian faith, seized Ste-
phen and brought him before the Sanhedrin, while he was preach-
ing the good news. Standing in the Sanhedrin Stephen looked up to 
heaven, saw God’s Glory and shouted, “I see heaven open and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” (Acts 7:56) Hearing 
this, the members of the Sanhedrin yelled at the top of their voices, 
rushed at him, dragged him out of the city, and began to stone him. 
Saul was standing there, giving approval to his death and watching 
over the garments of those who killed him. 

Rise of Saul  

On the day Stephen was stoned, a great persecution broke out 
against the Christian churches in Jerusalem, and all believers ex-
cept the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 
Saul set out on a crusade to destroy the Church. Going from house 
to house, he dragged off both men and women and put them in 
prison. As a deeply religious man, he thought he was doing the will 
of God by fighting against Christianity. 

Moreover,  Saul was very proud of his Jewish heritage. He had 
deep love and appreciation for his Jewish faith. So, he was reluc-
tant to accept any religion that talks against the teachings of Juda-
ism.. His passion for his religion made him blind towards the teach-
ing of Jesus Christ.  He was determined to wipe out Christianity 
from the face of the earth. To this end, he did everything in his pow-
er to stop its growth.  

In the meantime, Saul obtained permission from the high priest to 
visit Damascus to find Christians, whether men or women, and take 
them as prisoners to Jerusalem. He was not willing to spare any 
Christian, even those who may have fled to Damascus after Ste-



phen’s stoning. His intention to get rid of Christianity was evident in 
his actions, albeit God had other plans for Saul. 

God’s Plan for Saul 

The journey to Damascus was a life changing experience for Saul. 
As he was approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. This light depicts the radiance of God’s glory. 
Jesus is the light of the world (Acts 8:12). Here, Saul was blinded 
by the light- the light of Jesus Christ. Through this light, he experi-
enced the risen, glorified Jesus. He fell to the ground. Then heard a 
voice talking to him; “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

When Paul set his journey to Damascus, he thought he was doing 
the will of God: the extinction of Christian beliefs and teachings. He 
didn’t realize that he was fighting against God Himself. Thogh he 
was religious, he never experienced God. He didn’t know God. 
Nonetheless, the question, “Saul, why do you persecute me?” 
changed Saul’s perceptions about everything he thought he knew. 
Saul, the scholar, religious leader, did not know what he was hap-
pening to him. His education or religious authority did not help him 
comprehend the situation. His pride disappeared. He humbled him-
self and asked; “who are you Lord”? Jesus revealed his identity. “I 
am Jesus, whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:5). The church is the 
body of Christ. Persecuting Christ’s people is persecuting Christ 
Himself. As a Pharisee, Saul was completely consumed by his reli-
gion; thus resisted God’s work in him.  He refused the true, living 
God and His grace.  

The Voice asked Saul to get up and go to Damascus, where he will 
be told what to do. The men traveling with Saul heard the sound but 
did not see anyone. They took Saul to Damascus. He was blinded 
for three days; during which time he neither ate nor drank.  

In Damascus, God arranged His servant Ananias to help Saul re-
gain his sight and to prepare Saul for His ministry.  Knowing Saul, 
Ananias was reluctant in the beginning to visit Saul. However, when 
Ananias understood God’s purpose for Saul, he immediately visited 
Saul, laid his hands on him. Saul gained his sight, filled with Holy 
Spirit, and got baptized.  

No one could have ever imagined the man who set out to destroy 
early Christians would become a great advocate for Christianity. A 
Pharisee, descended from Pharisees would become a follower of 
Christ. However, God had plans for Saul’s life. He wanted to use 
Saul for the glory of His kingdom. As the Lord told Ananias “he is an 
instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles 
and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” (Acts 9:15-16). 
Saul’s radical transformation changed the history of Christian 
church. He became the greatest missionary of all time. He worked 
among Gentiles and Jews spreading the good news of salvation. 
God used Saul’s talents, religious knowledge, the prestige and 
power he gained through Roman citizenship, and his secular 
knowledge to gain more people to His kingdom. Paul’s transfor-
mation showed that nothing is impossible with God.  

God has a purpose for each one of us. No matter what our circum-
stance or background is, He can and will use us to bring glory to 
His name. For this, we need to accept Him as the Lord and savior 

Paul is known as the 

‘apostle of the Gentiles’ 

for he was instrumental 

in making the Good 

News accessible to    

non-Jews  



of our life and submit ourselves to His will. Just as God used Paul 
and Franklin, God is able to use us, as well. Listen to His call and 
respond. As written “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat 
with that person, and they with me.” (Revelation: 3:20) Once He 
comes in to our life, our life will be transformed. We will become 
new creation. 

Being Religious versus Knowing God 

Saul was a man who followed Jewish customs and rules diligently. 
However, there was a big problem with Saul’s religious knowledge 
and practices. Saul’s religion was an inherited religion. He learned 
the doctrine of Judaism first from his father and then through his 
education with Gamaliel. He knew the religion; but he didn’t know 
God. He was religious, but he didn’t have a personal relationship 
with God. God was a distant entity to him. By focusing on religion, 
he failed to know the true, living God. He was spiritually blind. 
When Saul admitted his shortcomings and accepted Jesus as his 
Lord and savior, God transformed him and worked through him.  

It is not our human heritage that gives us salvation. Salvation does 
not depend upon our social status, education, financial background, 
or any earthly processions. Our heavenly heritage obtained through 
accepting Jesus Christ as our Lord and savior gives us the new life. 
Being born to a Christian family doesn’t guarantee Salvation. We 
can be Christians, and yet not know our Lord; we can be Christians 
and yet be  lost, if we don’t have a personal relationship God. We 
don’t want to inherit our religion; we need to experience Jesus 
Christ. Going to church every Sunday, attending Youth Fellowship 
regularly, being in the choir, and studying his words  will help devel-
op a relationship with God. However, one can be a true Christian 
only through knowing God and living according to his will. As Jesus 
said “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the king-
dom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in 
heaven (Mathew 7:21).  

 

Lesson Review 

1. Explain the spiritual transformation that took place in Saul’s life. 

2. Before Saul met Jesus Christ, he was religious, but spiritually 
blind. Explain. 

3. How did Ananias become an instrument in Sauls’ transfor-
mation?  

 

Values for Life: 

God’s grace can make a powerful difference in our life. God can 
and will use us if we submit ourselves to His will. God transformed 
Paul and used him to spread the gospel among Gentiles, kings, and 
the people of Israel. God gave him the strength, wisdom, and en-
durance to carry out this mission. Just as Paul, we need to realize 

God has the ability to 

transform anyone        

for His ultimate           

purpose. 



that the salvation comes from God alone, not from our rich heritage, 
scholarship, or self-proclaimed righteousness. God can wash away 
all our sins and make us holy. As Jesus said, "Though your sins are 
like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as 
crimson, they shall be like wool (Isaiah 1:18). Our salvation comes 
from God, God alone. Commit our life in His hands, be obedient to 
his will. God will use us to be a blessing to the people around us, 
despite our weaknesses.  

 

Memory Verse: 
 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heav-
en.   
Matthew 7:21 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the sacrifice you made on the 
cross.  Help us to realize that salvation comes from you alone and 
not from our parents or works.  Help us to put our entire trust in you, 
seeking your will in our life.  Jesus, the name above all names we 
pray, Amen. 



HOW CAN WE BE REBORN? 

Being ‘born again’ is an important aspect of being Christian.  Be prepared to explain to the 
children what it means be “born again”.  Explain how the Holy Spirit transforms the lives of 
believers.  Give personal examples from your life or others to describe the changes that one 
may see.  Take the abstract idea and make it relevant for your students. 
 

Theme :   Dead in sin but alive in Christ Grade 9 - Unit 4 Lesson 17 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand God’s plan for redemption  



HOW CAN WE BE REBORN? 

John 3:1-15 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 
2 
He came to Jesus

 
by 

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for 
no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 

3 
Jesus answered 

him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
above.”

4 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one 

enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 
5 
Jesus answered, “Very truly, I 

tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 
6 
What 

is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
7 
Do not be astonished that I 

said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 
8 
The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear 

the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with every-
one who is born of the Spirit.” 

9 
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 

10 
Jesus 

answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

11 
“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 

you do not receive our testimony. 
12 

If I have told you about earthly things and you do not be-
lieve, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 

13 
No one has ascended into 

heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
14 

And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 

15 
that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life. 

Theme :   God will be faithful, no matter how faithless we are  Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 12 

Aim: 

To understand God’s plan for redemption  

Theme :   Dead in sin but alive in Christ Grade 9 - Unit 4 Lesson 17 



Student Introduction  

Have you ever taken a “double take”, taking a second look at 
someone because you didn’t recognize them initially?  Maybe 
they got a ‘makeover’ or got a new haircut.  Maybe they had a 
physical transformation? 

Today’s lesson is about a person named Nicodemus who ap-
proached Jesus.  During their discussion, Jesus explains the 
need to be transformed.   

 

Bible Exposition  

Nicodemus was a very respected person.  He was a mem-
ber of the Sanhedrin and very religious, educated, pious, 
and influential.  He was in with the powerful and important 
crowd.  Even with that, he was not satisfied and he knew he 
was missing something.  

That is why he sought Jesus. We read that Nicodemus went 
to Jesus at night.  Why did he seek Jesus when it was dark? 
Was he scared that he would be seen and others would find 
out that he met with Jesus?  Was he afraid that a person of 
his stature should not be with Jesus?  Or was he being re-
spectful waiting for Jesus to finish his public ministry for the 
day before talking to him? 

Nicodemus addresses Jesus as Rabbi, which means teach-
er.  From this, we can see that Nicodemus respected Jesus 
from His teachings.  He furthermore states that Jesus is 
from God, therefore confirming that the things that Jesus did 
and said were true and from God.  He addresses Jesus with 
respect and humility. 

Jesus knows what is troubling Nicodemus and tells him that 
he needs to be ‘born again’.  The term ‘Born again’ confused 
Nicodemus.  A person can only be born once.  Jesus ad-
dresses that unless one is born of water and Spirit, they can 
not enter the Kingdom of God. 

Being born from a person’s mother is being physically born.  
Jesus was saying that one must be born of the Spirit.   

Why do we need to be born again? 1 Corinthians 15:22
 

states 
 
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be 

made alive.”  When God created man, He created man in His 
own image but Adam sinned.  All humankind is sinful in na-
ture and unclean before the sight of God. So God planned a 
path of salvation of humankind.  

When you are born again, you look the same but you are a 
changed person. Jesus talks about the wind and how you 
cannot see it but you can see the effects of it. So it is when 
you are born again you will see the effects of the spirit. 

What is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and what 

is born of the Spirit is 

spirit.  

John 3:6 



Activities  

Discuss the following 

together or in small 

groups: 

What does being 

“born again” mean to 

you? 

How would you act 

differently? 

 

Being born again is about being a new creation in Christ.  It 
is about Christ living within you.  It is about being trans-
formed.  A person who is ‘born again’ should no longer act or 
behave like they used to.  It is about Jesus having control 
over your life rather than yourself.  People should see a dif-
ferent in those who are “born again”.  We need to submit our 
lives to Christ in order to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

At the end of the portion, Jesus foretells the death that he is 
going to die. He is talking about an episode that happened in 
Numbers 21:9. The people had sinned and God sent ser-
pents to bite and kill them. To save the people, God told Mo-
ses to make a serpent of brass and place it on a pole so that 
people could look at it and be saved. Jesus is presenting the 
plan of salvation to Nicodemus when He says that He will be 
lifted up on a pillar and when we look at him with repentant 
hearts, we too will be cleansed of our sins and be saved 
from death. 

Nicodemus probably understood what Jesus was stating at 
the time of Jesus’ crucifixion.  In John 19:39, we see that 
Nicodemus helped Joseph of Arimethea bury the body of  
Jesus.  Nicodemus was transformed and became a follower 
of Jesus.    

Lesson Review 

1. What does it mean to be born again?  

2. What examples show that Nicodemus respected Jesus? 

3. Which Old Testament reference did Jesus use to explain His 

eventual death and resurrection? 

Values for Life: 

We are sinful by nature and as such must be born again to be able 
enter the Kingdom of Heaven.  We need to be transformed by the 
Holy Spirit and lead a new life with Christ in our hearts.   

 

Memory Verse: 
 

Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from above. 
John 3:3 
 
 
 



Closing Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for sending Your Son to die on the 
cross so that we may have life.  Help us live a life that is pleasing to 
you by being “born again”.  Help us to focus on You rather than the 
other diversions around us.  Strengthen us so that we do not fall 
into temptation.  Let our actions and our words show others a life 
that is transformed.  Amen. 



UNITY OF THE EARLY CHURCH 

Acts 4:32-37 and Acts 5:1-10 portrays the unity the early church believers shared. This Bible 
portion shows us how Gods love enabled them to share their worldly possessions with the 
fellow church believers.  The Bible portion also teaches that early church experienced both 
internal and external struggles. And through it all, the focus continued to be spreading the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. This lesson should be used to teach the students the valuable les-
sons we can learn about struggles in church and that the focus of the church should be 
spreading the gospel through our actions. Have discussions with the students about the con-
sequences of appearances that the world value more than being witnesses to Jesus Christ.  

Theme :   What should we submit to the Lord and why should we do it? Grade 9 - Unit 4 Lesson 18 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand the importance of unity in 

church and sharing possessions  



UNITY OF THE EARLY CHURCH 

Acts 4:32-37 

32 
Now the whole group of those who believed 

were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any posses-
sions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. 

33 
With great power the apostles 

gave their testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all. 

34 
There was not a needy person among 

them, for as many as owned lands or houses 
sold them and brought the proceeds of what 
was sold. 

35 
They laid it at the apostles’ feet, 

and it was distributed to each as any had 
need.

36 
There was a Levite, a native of Cy-

prus, Joseph, to whom the apostles gave the 
name Barnabas (which means “son of en-
couragement”). 

37 
He sold a field that be-

longed to him, then brought the money, and 
laid it at the apostles’ feet.  

Acts 5:1-10 

But a man named Ananias, with the consent 
of his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of proper-
ty; 

2 
with his wife’s knowledge, he kept back 

some of the proceeds, and brought only a 
part and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet. 

3 
“Ananias,” Peter asked, “why has Satan 

filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to 
keep back part of the proceeds of the 
land? 

4 
While it remained unsold, did it not re-

main your own? And after it was sold, were 
not the proceeds at your disposal? How is it 
that you have contrived this deed in your 
heart? You did not lie to us

[a]
 but to 

God!” 
5 
Now when Ananias heard these 

words, he fell down and died. And great fear 
seized all who heard of it. 

6 
The young men 

came and wrapped up his body,
[b]

 then car-
ried him out and buried him. 

7 
After an interval of about three hours his wife 

came in, not knowing what had hap-
pened. 

8 
Peter said to her, “Tell me whether 

you and your husband sold the land for such 
and such a price.” And she said, “Yes, that 
was the price.” 

9 
Then Peter said to her, “How 

is it that you have agreed together to put the 
Spirit of the Lord to the test? Look, the feet of 
those who have buried your husband are at 
the door, and they will carry you 
out.” 

10 
Immediately she fell down at his feet 

and died. When the young men came in they 
found her dead, so they carried her out and 
buried her beside her husband. 

11 
And great 

fear seized the whole church and all who 
heard of these things. 

Theme :   God will be faithful, no matter how faithless we are  Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 12 

Aim: 

To understand the importance of unity in church 

and sharing possessions  

Theme :   What should we submit to the Lord and why should we do it? Grade 9 - Unit 4 Lesson 18 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%205&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27053a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%205&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-27055b


Student Introduction  

Have you ever lied to God? How about your parents, friends or sib-
lings? If so, did it ever cross your mind that lying to family and 
friends is the same as lying to God? Scary, isn’t it? After learning 
this lesson about Ananias and Sapphira, your whole outlook on ly-
ing will hopefully change. This lesson will also help you evaluate 
your responsibilities as members of the Mar Thoma Church. What 
can you contribute to increasing unity in church and helping fellow 
human beings?  

 

Bible Exposition  

The pass teaches us about the unity of the early church and the 
willingness people had to voluntarily share their possessions when 
others in the church were in need. These verses also talk to us 
about the importance of spiritual unity. Spiritual unity involves loyal-
ty, commitment, and love for God and His word. It is really hard for 
the church to survive without spiritual unity. The early Christians 
never felt what they had was their own, and so they were able to 
share, eliminating poverty among them. They would not let another 
brother or sister suffer when others had plenty.  The Bible portion 
shows the example of Joseph from Cyprus, aka, Barnabas, who 
sold a field and gave that money to the church. Barnabas, if you 
recall, was the one who accompanied Paul on his first missionary 
journey.  

The second  Bible portion teaches us about what happened to An-
anias and Sapphira. They sold one piece of property and brought 
the money to the apostles. We can see from the reading that they 
kept a portion of the money to themselves. The sin Ananias and 
Sapphira had committed was not stinginess and holding back part 
of the money. It was their choice to whether to sell the property, 
and whether to give part of the money or the whole amount. The 
sin they committed was lying to the Holy Spirit that they gave the 
whole amount when they had actually kept part of it for themselves. 
They wanted to make themselves appear good in front of others.    

How do we feel about our possessions? We should adopt the atti-
tude that everything we have belongs to God, and we are only 
sharing what is already His. The early church was also blessed 
with the unity brought by the Holy Spirit which enabled them to 
share. A question may come up about sharing the possessions and 
communism. We need to understand that communism is not volun-
tary.  The sharing and unity experienced in the early church was 
voluntary. They did it out of love for their fellow human beings. The 
scripture teaches that the early church members didn’t have to sell 
all their possessions and when they did, they only sold as much as 
needed.  It was not a membership requirement to sell everything 
they had in order to be part of the church. The church grew in 
membership when others were attracted by the spiritual unity and 
generosity of the church members.  

The Bible doesn’t require us to have an organizational structure in 

Freebibleimages.com 



Activities  

Discuss the following 

together or in small 

groups: 

What does lying 

means to you? What 

are the dangers of 

taking it lightly? 

Is lying and cheating 

acceptable because 

your friends at school 

do it? 

How much do you 

value how you ap-

pear in front of oth-

ers? Do you look for 

credit from others 

more than you actu-

ally deserve?  

a church to worship God. However, we need to realize that a struc-
ture offers vital principles for us to follow and that is so crucial for 
growth.  Do we respond when we see our fellow church members 
and other human beings in the world are in need? Are we willing to 
share a small portion of our possessions to our fellow human be-
ings in need? 

We can learn important lessons from the story of Ananias and Sap-
phira. The love the church community showed attracted a couple 
named Ananias and Sapphira. Sapphira means “beautiful” or 
“pleasant”, the same name given to the precious deep purple blue 
stone sapphire. Ananias means “Jehovah is gracious” and as we 
can see God was gracious to him by giving a beautiful wife and 
wealth, and brought him to fellowship with people in the church. In 
spite of having all these blessings, Ananias and his wife tried to 
make themselves look good in front of others. They wanted praise 
of men and suffered the consequences for it. The act of Ananias 
and Sapphira was judged harshly because of their dishonesty, de-
ceit, hypocrisy, greed, pretense and covetousness. They presented 
a false image of themselves, entailing a greater spirituality than 
they actually had. They let people think highly of themselves than 
they know was warranted. These are destructive behaviors believ-
ers can have in a church preventing the Holy Spirit from working 
effectively. They were very interested in appearances and credit to 
themselves. Peter said, “You have not lied to men, but to 
God” (Acts 5:4). 

All lying is bad, but when we lie to try to deceive God, we destroy 
our testimony about Christ.  We have to be honest to God and the 
Holy Spirit in everything we do. We should not pretend to be some-
thing we are not in front of others. We sometimes crave for praise 
of men and fall into the temptations of Satan when we seek that. 
We need to realize that what we do in front of others is what we do 
in front of God and the Holy Spirit. This may not be an easy thing to 
do. We know from the scriptures that the early church members 
had experienced the power of the Holy Spirit. Keep in mind that 
even after the Holy Spirit came, the church members were not im-
mune to the influences of Satan’s temptations. Although Satan was 
defeated by Christ at the cross, Satan was active in making the be-
lievers stumble as Satan does today. However, we can overcome 
temptations from Satan when we focus on God.  

The early church had both internal and external struggles, perhaps 
more than what we experience today. Inside there were dishonesty 
and administrative issues. Outside, the church was being persecut-
ed for their belief. Through it all, the believers kept focus on spread-
ing the gospel of Jesus Christ. Is spreading the gospel of Jesus 
Christ the focus of believers today? Are we dishonest, greedy, and 
covetous today like Ananias and Sapphira were? Do we have unity 
in church, loyalty, commitment, love for God and His word? If we 
are free of dishonesty, greed, and covetousness and have unity in 
church and love for God, we can spread the gospel of Jesus Christ 
and be witnesses for Him.  

 



Lesson Review 

1. What lesson can we learn from the story of Ananias and      

Sapphira?  

2. Discuss the problems faced by the early churches and the 

churches today. 

Values for Life: 

Church Unity  

What does it mean to you? What can you do to promote unity in 
church? 
 

Possessions 

Do you think your possessions belong only to you? 
 

Lying 

Is lying and cheating acceptable when most people around you at 
school do it? 

 

Memory Verse: 
 

Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one       
another, a tender heart, and a humble mind.  

1 Peter 3:8 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Our gracious and heavenly father, we thank you Lord for the oppor-
tunity you have given us to learn about the importance being honest 
in front of our fellow human beings and God. We thank you Lord 
that you have placed us in a position where we can share our 
worldly possessions with others in need. Help us to contribute to-
ward increasing unity in our church and be witnesses to you. Amen.   



MAKING CERTAIN OF OUR CALLING 

AND ELECTION 

Peter was believed to be the author of this epistle written around AD 67, possibly from Rome 
during the persecution of Christians by Roman Emperor Nero. 2 Peter was the last book ad-
mitted to the canon of New Testament scripture due to some disputes regarding authorship, 
date and destination. The purpose is to warn Christians about false teachers and to exhort 
them to grow in their faith and knowledge of Christ. The blueprint of this epistle comprises of  

1. Guidance for growing Christians (1:1-21);  

2. Danger to growing Christians (2:1-22); 

3. Hope for growing Christians (3:1-18).  

   It is important to note the following: 

a. Salvation is a gift and does not depend on good deeds, but it results in good deeds 

b. The power to grow doesn’t come from within us, but from God 

c. Faith must be more than belief in certain facts; it must result in action, growth in 
Christian character, and the practice of moral discipline   

Theme :   Salvation is a gift Grade 9 - Unit 4 Lesson 19 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To realize the importance of making certain 

our calling and election by keeping the faith 

and practicing the qualities  



MAKING CERTAIN OF OUR CALLING 

AND ELECTION 

2 Peter 1:3-11 
3
 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our 

knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
4
 Through these he has giv-

en us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the 
divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 
5
 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; 
6
 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perse-

verance, godliness; 
7
 and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. 

8
 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being inef-

fective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9 
But if anyone does not 

have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from 
his past sins. 
10

 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if 
you do these things, you will never fall, 

11
 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Theme :   God will be faithful, no matter how faithless we are  Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 12 

Aim: 

To realize the importance of making certain our 

calling and election by keeping the faith and  

practicing the qualities  

Theme :   Salvation is a gift Grade 9 - Unit 4 Lesson 19 



Student Introduction  

WARNINGS have many forms: lights, signs, sights, sounds, smells, 
feelings, and written words. With varied focus, their purpose is the 
same – to advise alertness and give notice of imminent danger. 
Responses to those warnings will also vary- from disregard and 
neglect to evasive or corrective action. How one reacts to a warn-
ing is usually determined by the situation and the source. One re-
acts differently to an impending storm than to an onrushing car, 
and the counsel of a trusted friend is heeded more than advice 
from a stranger.  

Second Peter is a letter of warning – from an authority none other 
than the courageous, experienced and faithful apostle. He speaks 
of holding fast to the nonnegotiable facts of the faith, of growing 
and maturing in the faith, and of rejecting all who would distort the 
faith.   

 

Bible Exposition  

In his gospel, the apostle John makes it clear that Jesus alone per-
fectly knows the hearts and minds of all people (John 2:24–25). 
This does not surprise us. Being the incarnate God, His knowledge 
of men’s hearts is not limited like ours. Because He is the Lord, He 
alone perfectly knows all those who have true faith. 

However, this is not true of us. We cannot know for certain the true 
state of anyone’s heart besides our own. Some profess faith and 
persevere until their deaths. Other professing believers later fall 
away, revealing that they never truly had faith to begin with (1 John 
2:19). Until Jesus returns, the visible church is a mixed body; not all 
of those who profess faith actually possess it (Matt. 13:24–30). 

Like those of us living today, the apostles could also not be abso-
lutely sure that all those in their audiences had true faith. There-
fore, we read many warnings about the need to grow in holiness so 
that we, along with the original recipients, might persevere in faith 
and not fall away. In today’s passage, Peter concludes his section 
on the necessity of possessing godly virtues by reminding us that if 
we practice the qualities listed in 2 Peter 1:5–7 we will not fall away 
but rather be welcomed into the kingdom (v. 10–11). 

Moreover, in practicing these qualities, we make our calling and 
election sure (v. 10). All of this is not to call the final salvation of 
God’s elect into doubt. Rather, it shows us that the elect have a 
role to play in their perseverance. God saves us from first to last 
through His sovereign grace alone, but one evidence that this sov-
ereign grace is operative in our lives is that we persevere in faith by 
working to add the virtues described in verses 5–7. 

It is important to note the following: 

a. Salvation is a gift (Eph. 2:8) and does not depend on good 
deeds, but it results in good deeds. On the other hand 
since salvation does not depend on good deeds, it does not 
mean that one could live any way he or she wants. A person 
who claims to be saved while remaining unchanged does not 
understand faith or what God has done for him or her.  

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%202.24%E2%80%9325
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.19
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%202.19
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt.%2013.24%E2%80%9330
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Peter%201.5%E2%80%937
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%202.8


Activities  

Salvation depends 

on our good deeds. 

True/False? 

 

Put the following in 

the right order: faith, 

godliness, brotherly 

kindness, knowledge, 

self-control, good-

ness, love, persever-

ance 

 

How would you re-

spond when you are 

in a line for a free 

lunch and discover 

that there is not 

enough food for all 

the people standing 

behind you?  

b. The power to grow doesn’t come from within us, but from 
God. Because we don’t have the resources to be truly godly, 
God allows us to “participate in the divine nature” in order to 
keep us from sin and help us live for him. 

c. Faith must be more than belief in certain facts; it must re-
sult in action, growth in Christian character, and the practice of 
moral discipline, or it will die away. Peter lists several of faith’s 
actions: learning to know God better, developing perseverance, 
doing God’s will, loving others. These actions do not come auto-
matically, it require some conscious effort from our side. They 
are not optional; all of them must be a continual part of the 
Christian life. We don’t finish one and start on the next, but we 
work on them all together. God empowers and enables us, but 
he also gives us the responsibility to learn and grow.  

d. As we obey Christ who guides us by his Spirit, we will de-
velop self-control, not only with respect to food and drink, 
but also with respect to our emotions. 

Our efforts merit neither regeneration nor righteousness. God, how-
ever, is pleased to use them to keep us from falling away. The elect 
will not presume upon God’s grace and think that they can persist 
in sin. Rather they will exercise their God-given faith (Eph. 2:8), 
which in turn will move them to strive after holiness so that perse-
verance results. Those who profess faith without possessing it will 
not continually pursue godliness and thus will not persevere. 

 

Lesson Review 

1. What are the visible signs or results of a man who has attained 
true Salvation? 

2. Does Salvation depend on our good deeds? 

3. What are things that are desired to make certain our calling and 
election? 

 

Values for Life: 

1. Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to good-
ness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-
control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to 
godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love 
(v5-7) 

2. You will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (v11) 

 
 



Memory Verse: 
 

Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling 
and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall.  
2 Peter 1:10 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Dear Almighty God, Please help us to grow in the faith and practice 
the qualities associated to make sure of our calling and election. In 
Jesus name. Amen 



THE RICH MAN 

The story of the rich man is found in the gospels of Mark, Matthew and Luke.  The story 
shows how are earthly desires take precedence over God.  We often take for granted and do 
not prioritize Him in our life.   

Teachers should explain to children that this is not about money but anything that we put be-
fore God.  Students should be able to introspectively examine themselves and identify prob-
lem areas in their life.  Explain to them that God is their to help them with their problems.  He 
is stronger. 

Theme :   Entering the Kingdom of Heaven Grade 9 - Unit 4 Lesson 20 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Aim: 

To understand the obstacles that prevent us 

from inheriting eternal life 



THE RICH MAN 

Mark 10:17-31 
17 

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, 
“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

18 
Jesus said to him, “Why do you call 

me good? No one is good but God alone. 
19 

You know the commandments: ‘You shall not 
murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; 
You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 

20 
He said to him, “Teacher, I have 

kept all these since my youth.” 
21 

Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one 
thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.” 

22 
When he heard this, he was shocked and went away griev-

ing, for he had many possessions. 

23 
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who have 

wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 
24 

And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But 
Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 

25 
It is easier 

for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the king-
dom of God.” 

26 
They were greatly astounded and said to one another, "Then who can be 

saved?” 
27 

Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for 
God all things are possible.” 

28 
Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 

29 
Jesus said, 

“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father 
or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, 

30 
who will not receive a 

hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, 
with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 

31 
But many who are first will be last, 

and the last will be first.” 

Theme :   God will be faithful, no matter how faithless we are  Grade 9 - Unit 3 Lesson 12 

Aim: 

To understand the obstacles that prevent us from 

inheriting eternal life 

Theme :   Entering the Kingdom of Heaven Grade 9 - Unit 4 Lesson 20 



Student Introduction  

Take a Look at the picture. Imagine that it is a container with a hole 
on one side. This container is secured to the ground and a treat 
(Such as nuts or fruit) is placed inside. Imagine now that you want 
to trap a monkey. The hole in the container is large enough for a 
monkey’s empty hand to enter easily but too small for the monkey’s 
hand and the treat to come out together. A monkey sees the treat 
and reaches in to get it. Once the monkey grabs the treat, it will 
allow itself to be caught rather than let go of the treat. It will not 
sacrifice this prize for a greater one, its freedom. As humans we 
make similar mistakes like the monkey. When we have something 
appealing, we are unwilling to let it go even if keeping it might 
cause us to lose something better. This lesson is about some-
thing’s we may have to sacrifice in order to receive the greatest 
blessings: Eternal life with our Heavenly Father and his son Jesus 
Christ. 

 

Bible Exposition  

As Jesus travelled throughout the small villages and towns of Ju-
dea, where he was talking and preaching about the kingdom of 
God, He was approached by a man who had all the worldly pos-
sessions that one would wish for. He is described as a man who 
had great wealth (Mark 10:22). Mathew’s gospel talks about the 
same incident and he mentions that this man was in his youth, in 
other words, he was a rich young man (Mathew 19:20-22). If you 
look at Luke’s gospel, Luke identifies this young man as a “certain 
ruler” (Luke 18:8). 

As we delve into all the three versions, of the same incident we can 
come to the conclusion that this rich young ruler was desperate 
and in need of an answer to one of those big life questions that 
most of us will contemplate at one time or another. Mark 10:17 
says that this young man ran to Jesus and he fell on his knees be-
fore Jesus and earnestly inquired “What shall I do to inherit eternal 
life”. Take careful notice of the young man’s question, we can as-
sume that this young rich man had become preoccupied with the 
end of life and with death. He had become concerned about what 
lies beyond this earthly life and what transcends it. He was aware 
that despite all his riches and all his power and his entire youthful 
rigor, there was something much greater that he did not have and 
this greatly troubled him.   

Jesus response is fascinating; He asks the young man if he knows 
the commandments. Then Jesus reiterates the commandments 
that God gave to Moses. Jesus here affirms the necessity of keep-
ing God’s moral law in the new covenant. Hearing what Jesus had 
to says, the rich young man’s sincere response was that he has 
been following the laws from his childhood days.  

Hence the first obstacle that can prevent us from inheriting eternal 
life is disobedience to God and his commandments. Jesus said 
that he had come not to abolish the Law, but to fulfill it (Mathew 
5:17). The commandments are the very core of the law and keep-
ing them is necessary for attaining eternal life. We inherit eternal 
life, that is, we are saved by grace, through faith in Jesus Christ, 
but once saved, and we must live out that faith by obeying the 



Activities  

What are the things 

that you are putting 

before God? 

What steps can we 

take to make sure 

God is number one in 

our life? 

commandments to maintain our salvation. 

Upon hearing the rich man’s response Jesus looked at him with 
compassion and love and said,”One thing you lack, Go, sell eve-
rything you have and give it to the poor, and you will have 
treasures in heaven. Then come, follow me.” Hearing from Je-
sus, this rich young man was sad and he went away, because he 
had great wealth. There is always present the subtle temptation to 
idolize riches. So why is there this temptation to idolize riches? Why 
is there this temptation to become devoted to material posses-
sions? Our love and trust should be in God and his son Jesus 
Christ. 

For the rich young man wealth appears to be a source of 
“salvation”. Riches can deliver you from financial debt and make 
you debt free. Riches appear to be a source of “fulfillment”. In other 
words riches can be the means of fulfilling all the intense desire of 
the so called “good things” of life such as pleasure, luxuries, adven-
tures etc. Riches also appear to be a source of “security”. People 
who trust in the riches feel that wealth can guard you and deliver 
you from financial or safety requirements in life. 

So the second obstacle that can prevent you from inheriting eternal 
life is temptation of idolizing material wealth and all the values as-
sociated with that. 

Note that this rich man, in addition to enjoying his power and 
wealth, was also thoughtful, moral and religious. He had made 
room for God in his life, but that is precisely the problem. He made 
room for God, but he had not given his heart to God. He allowed his 
riches to occupy the place reserved for God alone. 

God must be our chief objective of our devotion. That is the reason 
why Jesus issues a radical command mentioned in verse 21. Jesus 
wanted the young man to sell all his wealth and give it to the poor 
and then come and follow him. The unexpected invitation is too 
much, and the man goes away sad, unable to enter the joy of his 
Lord. He is too attached to his wealth. In Deuteronomy 6:5 it says 
“Love God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength”.  This radical command is simply applying the 
Law of God to this man’s life- in his case; his riches had become an 
idol that was occupying the position of preeminence reserved for 
God alone, causing him to transgress the first commandment. “I 
am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery, you shall have no other gods before me.” 
Exodus 20: 2-3 

So the third obstacle that will prevent us from inheriting eternal life 
is by not giving God the preeminence that is reserved for him and 
him alone in your heart. 

In this teaching, Jesus does not denounce wealth as evil in itself. 
Rather, it is the attachment to wealth that is spiritually perilous 
(Mathew 6:24; 1Timothy 6:10; Hebrews 13:5). Following Jesus 
would be the most difficult and it would take enormous, self –denial 
and sacrifice. He has promised to walk before us to show the way, 
to walk besides us to give us strength and to walk behind us to give 
us encouragement. Jesus never promised being his disciple would 
be easy! It may cost a great deal to serve God, but the reward is 
worth it. The Christian walk is one that follows the path of the Lord; 



surely we could trade in for a place where there will be no more 
deaths, mourning, crying, pain, sorrow, disappointment and separa-
tion. Thanks be to God and his son Jesus, we can have eternal life 
with him, if we strive to overcome these obstacles. 

 

Lesson Review 

1. What imagery did Jesus use to explain how difficult it was fro a 
rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven? 

2. How does Jesus initially respond when asked by the rich young 
man regarding achieving eternal life? 

3. What did Jesus tell the rich man to do that caused him to leave 
in sadness?  Why did this make him sad? 

 

Values for Life: 

 Never Disobey God and his commandments. 

 Trusting in riches can keep a person out of the kingdom of God. 

 Seek Heavenly, rather than earthly treasures. 

 Followers of Christ must be willing to forsake all to be a true dis-

ciple. 

 Let your heart be whole with God, seek your happiness in him 

and him alone. 

 

Memory Verse: 
 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength. 
Mark 12:30 
 

Closing Prayer: 

Gracious and heavenly Father, we thank you for giving us this op-
portunity to understand the obstacles that stand in the way of inher-
iting eternal life with you. Help us to be willing to put away the 
things of the world and server you with all our heart, mind and 
strength. Father God we are so thankful for the manifold blessings 
you have given us and help us to use these blessings for the exten-
sion of your kingdom. Heavenly Father, we want to thank you for 
sending your son into this world, who took it upon himself willingly 
to die for our sins of the past present and future, so we ask that you 
give us the willingness to accept him as our Lord and Savior and 
follow his ways. This we ask in the name of your son, our Lord and 
savior Jesus Christ. Amen 


