
Grade 4 

Unit 1, Lesson 1 

Aim:  Recognize the uniqueness in 

God’s creation of man and respond 

with a heart of servitude  

Man, The Stewards of the Gospel 
Theme: We are fearfully and wonderfully  made to 

serve the Lord and spread the good news 

Teacher’s Prep 
The story of creation gives us a 

glimpse of our Creator at work. 

God is actively involved in every 

aspect of the universe from the 

stars in the sky to the crawling 

creatures on the ground. His ulti-

mate masterpiece was mankind. 

In v. 26 of the passage God clearly 

states that He is setting apart hu-

mankind with His own image and 

with the specific purpose to have 

dominion over the earth. The 

uniqueness in our design should 

be emphasized. 

 

Suggested Icebreaker: Ask the 

students to write down similari-

ties and differences between hu-

mans and animals. Ask students 

to share or collect the answers 

and read them aloud. What 

should be obvious is that exter-

nally we may have  similarities 

(eyes, limbs, mouths etc...) how-

ever internally our ability to 

think, reason, and feel emotion 

separates us from all living things. 

This uniqueness is God's image 

for us, it is not simply external. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make human-

kind in our image, according to our like-

ness; and let them have dominion over the 

fish of the sea, and over the birds of the 

air, and over the cattle, and over all the 

wild animals of the earth, and over every 

creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

27 So God created humankind in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 

    male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them, and God said to 

them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth and subdue it; and have dominion 

over the fish of the sea and over the birds 

of the air and over every living thing that 

moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I 

have given you every plant yielding seed 

that is upon the face of all the earth, and 

every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 

have them for food. 30 And to every beast 

of the earth, and to every bird of the air, 

and to everything that creeps on the earth, 

everything that has the breath of life, I 

have given every green plant for food.” 

And it was so.  

Genesis 1: 26-30 (NRSV) 



 God's purpose for Adam and Eve was to rule over the Earth and to be fruitful in their dominion.  

What would you do if you were given control of the whole world?   

How would you make sure it was fruitful?  Would you have rules?  Would you punish people?  

Did Adam and Eve succeed in this great responsibility?    

Mankind: The image of God 
 
"In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth....." And in 6 days God 
created the universe and all that you see and on the 7th day He rested. How 
many times have your heard the creation story? Have you ever wondered how 
amazing the world is around you? From the sun in the day to the stars and moon 
at night the universe as we know it is a spectacular sight. From the beginning 
God's creation was perfect in design with no mistakes. How about you? Do you 
see yourself as a spectacular flawless creation of God?  
In Genesis 1:26-27 you see God's decision to make humankind in his own image 
and likeness. What makes humans different? Adam and Eve were given the abil-
ity to think, understand, and feel emotion. These are traits no other creature on 
earth can experience. Imagine that you couldn't understand 2 + 2 = 4 or that the 
color of the sky is blue. Imagine that you couldn't understand what is right and 
what is wrong. You would be just like the animals that live life with no purpose, 
no direction, no meaning, just surviving. That is an empty life. But thank God 
that you are made unique in His sight. Set apart for His purpose. 
 
God's purpose for mankind 
 
God’s purpose for Adam and Eve was to tend to the needs of this Earth. In Gene-

sis 1:28 God says to them be fruitful, multiply, take control over the Earth and 

have dominion over it. From the birds in the air to the fish in the sea to the crea-

tures on land, all of it was given to their control. Adam and Eve accepted this 

wonderful task but as we read later in Genesis 3 they failed, through disobedi-

ence to God, and gave up their rights to live in their beautiful home in the Gar-

den of Eden. 

Do we have a responsibility on this Earth? Our responsibility is to be fruitful as 

well. However our fruitfulness is expressed through spreading the good news of  

Jesus Christ. We are called to tend to the spiritual needs of the Earth. When we 

fail it is the forgiveness of Christ through the cross that restores us and allows us 

to continue to be fruitful.  

Main Ideas 



 
When God says "Let us make mankind in our im-
age......" Who is us? In our church we believe in the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: Uncreated, self-existent, 
eternal, adorable, and one in essence (sound familiar?).  
 
When God created the heavens and the earth all three 
persons of the Trinity were involved. The Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit are not created beings, all 3 existed in 
the beginning. Nothing came before them. 

 
 

Bible Taboo 
Materials Needed: Index Cards, pen or pencil, marker, stopwatch 
 

 
 
 
Write each set of words on an index card (see attached PDF). Write the list on one 

side of the index card leaving the other side blank. Make sure to write the bolded and underlined words on the 
top of the list with marker distinguishing the word from the rest of the group 
After making all the cards. Arrange them together in one direction having the side with words facing the front 
and the blank side facing the back. 
 
 

 
 
 
Ask two students in the class to come up. With one student place the stack of 

index cards in their palm with the words facing down so that they or the class cannot see the words. 
The objective is for the student with the stack of cards in their palm to make the class guess as many of the top 
bolded words in 60 seconds using descriptions. The student will flip each card one at a time and he/she cannot 
go to the next card until finished with the current card in hand. . The catch is that the student cannot use the 
bolded word or the listed words underneath in their description. Actions, hand gestures, sound effects, "sounds 
like" words (rhyming) are not allowed. 
The student cannot use words that contain the bolded word as well. For instance if the bolded word is "word" 
the student cannot use "password" in their description.  

The second student is responsible to make sure the first student follows the rules. 
For example if the first student uses one of the words in the list in their description 
they will tell the first student to "Stop," explain their reason to the first student and 
move to the next card. 
  
If time permits split the class in to 2 groups and keep score. The two students com-
ing up should be from different teams. 
  
Feel free to make more list of words beforehand to extend the activity.      

Activities 

Preparation 

During Class 



Values 

for  

Life 

Scientists today are trying so hard to make robots and 
computers that can imitate a human and in many are-
as they have been successful. However such a task is 
impossible to be completely successful. We are given 
abilities that only our Creator God can give us. 
 
Lets be joyful and thankful in our Creator's work. Let's 
use our unique abilities to serve the Earth and all its 
creatures, including people, to express how thankful 
we are of our Creator. 
  

 My Decision:  
 
- I will try to find more ways of spreading the good news of Jesus all 
around me.    
 
- My life is a precious gift from God. Its purpose is to worship and 
glorify Him on this Earth with the talents and strengths He has giv-
en me. I will not waste it. 

Review Time 

 1. What was God’s purpose for Adam and Eve? 
 
2. In Gen. 1:26 it says "Then God said, “Let us make hu-
mankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea....... 
Who is us?     
 
3. What were the responsibilities given to Adam and Eve? 
 
4. Humankind had     over the fish of the 

sea,.... 
 
5.  God rested on the     day. 

  
 



 

Lord thank you for making me who I am today. 

Thank you for making me special in your image 

and likeness. When I feel far away from you re-

mind of your purpose and help me to reflect 

your love to those around me through my 

thoughts, words, and actions. Thank you for the 

example of perfect love through your Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

  

In Jesus' name I pray .....Amen 

Prayer 

So God created humankind in his image, 

in the image of God he created them; 

male and female he created them. 

Genesis 1:27 

Memory Verse 



Grade 4 

Unit 1, Lesson 2 

Aim:  Sinful thoughts lead to           

destruction. Self-control enables us to 

love everyone. 

Am I My Brother’s Keeper 

Theme: Sin begins in the heart, but righteousness 

begins with Christ 

Teacher’s Prep 
Adam and Eve had 3 sons: 
Abel, Cain & Seth (Gen 4: 25) 
Ephesians 4: 25-32 - Rules 
for the New Life 
 
1 Samuel 16:7 - Man looks at 
the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks at the heart. 
 
In Genesis 4:6–7, God gave 
Cain a warning that if he did 
not turn from his jealousy 
and sinful anger it would 
bring destruction. God also 
give a chance for him to be-
have and do well the next 
time. However, he didn’t 
master the sin waiting 
around him and ignored 
God’s warning and killed his 
brother. 
 
Galatians 6:7–8 tells us that 
we reap what we sow. Here 
we see how true this is. Cain 
couldn’t control jealousy and 
anger and therefore was 
cursed by God. Unrepentant 
sin brings destruction. 

6 The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you 
angry, and why has your counte-
nance fallen? 7 If you do well, will you 
not be accepted? And if you do not 
do well, sin is lurking at the door; its 
desire is for you, but you must mas-
ter it.” 
 
8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let 
us go out to the field.”  
 
And when they were in the field, Cain 
rose up against his brother Abel, and 
killed him.  
 
9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where 
is your brother Abel?”  
 
He said, “I do not know; am I my 
brother’s keeper?”  
 
10 And the Lord said, “What have you 
done? Listen; your brother’s blood is 
crying out to me from the ground!  

Genesis 4: 6-10 (NRSV) 



 
Attitude Outweighs Material Offering  
 
Cain and Abel brought offerings to God to show their thankfulness for the blessings from 
Him. The offerings of Cain and Abel did not come as the result of a command by God, but 
were purely an expression of thanksgiving and offering of a gift to God. The difference be-
tween the offerings was not what was on the altar, but rather what was in their hearts. 
 
Abel showed his love from the bottom of his heart by choosing the very best of his flock for of-
fering. God was not happy with Cain since there was no expression of faith in his offer-
ing. What mattered most here is the sacrifice and surrender Abel made as an expression of 
gratitude. God saw the same thing Jesus saw in the poor widow's offering in Luke 21:4 ("all of 
them have contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she 
had to live on.” 
 
Cain understood that God was not pleased with his offering and was seized by anger and jeal-
ousy so that his character and everything about him was affected. God warned Cain that sin 
was at the door and not to let it in, but  rule over it, get away from temptation, repent and turn 
to God. However, anger and jealousy overruled Cain and gave room for the sinful 
thoughts that led to a crime. 

What could have Cain done differently ? 
 
In Ephesians 4, Paul says, "...lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all 
humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making every effort to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace" ."26 Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun 
go down on your anger, 27 and do not make room for the devil". "29 Let no evil talk come out of your 
mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to 
those who hear". " 31 Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slan-
der, together with all malice, 32 and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as 
God in Christ has forgiven you." 
 
Do You Repent ? 
 
After the murder, God approached Cain asking him about Abel. This is similar to God's questioning 
of Adam and Eve after they ate the forbidden fruit. In both cases God knew what sin had been com-
mitted, but He is checking if they feel guilty and choose to repent. 
 
Something to Consider 
 
Regardless of Cain’s rebellion and punishment for his sin, God was compassionate when Cain  feared 
an attack from his enemies. God  put a mark on Cain to protect him from harmful enemies. It is nev-
er too late to say “I’m sorry”, for God’s love can save us from his anger. The Bible has many examples 
of times when God’s love overcame his anger. 

Main Ideas 



What could have Cain done to 

control his anger? ? 

 
 

- Are you jealous of your friend who is popular in school ? 
- How did you deal with that situation in the past ? 
- Will you do something differently, now that you have had this lesson ? 
- How would you help change the attitude of a person who wants to harm a friend of yours ? 
 

Group Debate 

 
 
 

Activities 



Values 

for  

Life 

We need to remember that our words 
can be like fire if left unchecked. The 
damage they do cannot be reversed, like 
a fire that burns out of control. But anger 
does not have to lead to sin. The Bible 
has given us examples of what to do 
when we feel angry. It teaches us not to 
be angry for long (Eph 4:26). That 
means we should not hold grudges. We 
should deal with our anger right away 
by talking it out or by praying to God 
about it and then letting it go. 
 

  

 My Decision 
 
-Do not ignore God’s warnings. Admit your sin and repent (ask for forgiveness) 
-God does not show favoritism; If you do well, you will be accepted 
-Sin is lurking at the door; It’s desire is for you, but you must master it 
-God knows everything, even what is in our hearts. We cannot hide from God nor 
fool Him. 
-God doesn’t want us to hurt others. If we open our hearts to the Lord, our loving 
Creator, He will show us right from wrong. 



Fill in the blanks: 
 
1. The names of Adam and Eve’s children were ________,___________ and 
_________. 
 
2. Cain felt _________ after God did not accept his gift. 
God told Cain that he had to ___________ the earth for the rest of his life. 
 
Multiple Choice: 
 
____ : What did Cain and Abel do to worship God? 

a. They wrote psalms praising God. 
b. They offered special gifts to God. 
c. They spoke to God face to face. 
 
2.____ : What did Cain do to his brother when he was angry? 
a. He killed him in the field. 
b. He stole Abel’s sheep and offered them to God. 
c. He ran away from home. 
 
True or False: 
 
1. Cain was sorry for what he did and told God the truth when God asked him 
where his brother was. _______ 
 
2. God liked Abel’s gift but not Cain’s because Abel gave God his best but Cain did 
not. _______ 
 
Q&A: 
 
1. Why did God like Abel’s gift but not Cain’s? 

2. What does it mean to give our best? 

3. How did Cain feel after God did not accept his gift? 

4. Describe the warnings God gave to Cain 

5. Describe punishment and the grace received by Cain 

6. How should we deal with our anger? 
 

Review Time 



 

Dear Jesus, thank You for coming to die for the 

sins of all people. Teach me to know when a sin-

ful thought begins in me, and then help me to 

get rid of it before it grows out of control. Help 

me practice self control and never harm others 

with my thoughts, words, and deeds. Make my 

love for You stronger each day. Amen. 

Prayer 

Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your broth-

er Abel?”  

He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keep-

er?”  

Genesis 4:9 

Memory Verse 



Grade 4 

Unit 1, Lesson 3 

Aim:  To teach that action based on 

faith  and obedience leads to        

blessings. 

Noah’s Faith in Action 

Theme: Faith, obedience, and deliverance from 

judgment of the flood.  

Teacher’s Prep 11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, 
and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And 
God saw that the earth was corrupt; for all 
flesh had corrupted its ways upon the earth.  
 
13 And God said to Noah, “I have determined 
to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is 
filled with violence because of them; now I am 
going to destroy them along with the earth. 
14 Make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make 
rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out 
with pitch. 15 This is how you are to make it: 
the length of the ark three hundred cubits, its 
width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 
16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cu-
bit above; and put the door of the ark in its 
side; make it with lower, second, and third 
decks. 17 For my part, I am going to bring a 
flood of waters on the earth, to destroy from 
under heaven all flesh in which is the breath 
of life; everything that is on the earth shall die. 
18 But I will establish my covenant with you; 
and you shall come into the ark, you, your 
sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 
19 And of every living thing, of all flesh, you 
shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to 
keep them alive with you; they shall be male 
and female. 20 Of the birds according to their 
kinds, and of the animals according to their 
kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground 
according to its kind, two of every kind shall 
come in to you, to keep them alive. 21 Also take 
with you every kind of food that is eaten, and 
store it up; and it shall serve as food for you 
and for them.”  
 
22 Noah did this; he did all that God com-
manded him. 

Genesis  6: 11-22 (NSRV) 

The people of Noah's time became 
wicked and the thoughts of their hearts 
were evil and God was ashamed that he 
had created man.  In Genesis, Chapter 
6, we see the failure of mankind (Adam 
through Noah) which leads to God's 
judgment and destruction of the world 
by flood.  
 
Noah was selected because he was a 
just man, and he walked with God.  In 
Hebrews Chapter 11, we see the faith of 
two Patriarchs for the generation men-
tioned, one is Enoch and the other is 
Noah.  Enoch was taken into heaven 
because of his faith and God warned 
Noah about the impending flood and 
by faith he built the Ark on dry land. 
Noah’s grandfather, Methuselah, was 

the oldest person ever to live and lived 

till he was 969 years old.   

Noah's story can be split into two 
parts.  First is the selection of Noah and 
his faith on God.  The second part is of 
Noah's obedience.  Noah did everything 
God commanded him to do and put his 
complete trust in him.  This proactive 
faith and action resulted in God bless-
ing Noah and his family and also the 
covenant between God and all of crea-
tion.   



 As the generation of Adam began to 

grow and multiply, the Lord saw 

that the human beings he created 

on earth were becoming wicked 

and their thoughts were only about 

evil all the time.  The Lord was 

ashamed that he created them and 

decided to destroy mankind along 

with everything he created on earth. 

Noah lived a life that was righteous before God.  Although the people around him lived in 

their sin, he continued to seek God and walk with him.   He might have been influenced by 

the life of his great-grandfather Enoch and grandfather Methuselah.   Noah was the son of 

Lamech.  Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth. 

God first selected Noah and gave instructions to build the Ark.  The Ark was to be made with 

cypress wood. God told Noah to take his wife, his sons and their wives into the Ark.  He also 

had to take along two of every living thing, male and female. This included two of every kind 

of animal, bird and creature that walked upon the earth.  God also asked Noah to gather eve-

ry kind of food needed for his family as well as for the animals, birds and creatures. 

Once Noah obeyed God's instructions and built the Ark, God gave further instructions for 

the animals, birds and creatures.  Noah was to take seven pairs, male and female, of every 

kind of clean animal.  One pair each of every unclean animal and seven pairs of all the 

birds.  God then told Noah that seven days from now he will send rain on earth.  It 

would rain for forty days and forty nights and through this God  would destroy eve-

ry living thing he made.   

Main Ideas 

Teacher’s Prep (cont.) 

The Ark was made with Cypress wood, comparable to the wood of Redwood trees in North Amer-
ica. The Ark was made with rooms and the seams of the wooden planks were caulked with pitch 
(plant based pitch is called resin or petroleum based asphalt like substance) inside and outside to 
make the Ark waterproof.  
 
The Arks dimensions were: 450 Feet in Length,75 Feet Wide and 45 Feet in Height.  To help us 
understand the dimensions; this ark was longer than a regulation size football field which is 360 
Feet in Length.    
 
The Ark contained three decks, a door on the side, one window, and a roof to cover the three 
decks.  The single door of the Ark has theological significance, as the people and other creatures 
of the first creation, who entered through this single door were saved from destruction. Jesus, 
many times in his ministry referred himself as the only door through which mankind can obtain 
salvation.  
 



 

Noah, his wife, his sons and their wives went into the Ark along with all of the clean and un-

clean animals.   Seven days later the rain started and it rained for forty days and forty 

nights.  The water rose and the Ark began to float.  The water rose so much that even the high-

est mountains under the sky were covered by it.  The water continued to rise and it went more 

than twenty feet above the mountains.  Water continued to cover the earth for one hundred 

and fifty days.  

God destroyed every living thing that was on the land.  Only Noah, his family, and the crea-

tures on the ark survived.   

The water that covered the earth began to go down and the Ark came to rest on the mountains 

of Ararat.  Noah opened the window he had made in the Ark and first sent out a raven.  It con-

tinued to fly back and forth up until the water had dried up from the earth.  He then sent out 

a dove but it could not find a place to rest because the water had not completely left the sur-

face of the ground. After seven days Noah again sent out the dove and in the evening the dove 

came back to Noah with a fresh olive leaf in its beak.  Noah realized that the ground was al-

most dry.  Seven days later Noah sent out the dove again, 

but this time the dove did not come back, Noah realized 

that the ground was dry. 

Then God asked Noah to come out of the Ark. Noah, his 

family, and all animals, birds and creatures went out from 

the Ark.  Noah then built an altar to the Lord and sacrificed 

clean animals and birds as an offering to God.  God was 

pleased with Noah's sacrifice and blessed Noah and his 

sons. God made a covenant with Noah and promised that 

he will never destroy the earth and the living things with 

flood waters.  God used the rainbow as a sign of this covenant.   

Through Noah's faith and obedience, he and his family were blessed by God.   

1. Draw a picture of the Ark and a rainbow.   

2. Read Genesis Chapter 5 and find information 

about Methuselah and Enoch.  How is Methuse-

lah different from all the people born on 

earth?  How about Enoch? 

Activities 

Mt. Ararat 



1. Why did God decide to destroy human beings along with everything on earth? 
 
2. Why did God select Noah and his family to save? 
 
3. What did you learn from the lesson? 
 
4. On God's command how many pairs of Clean animals  and how many pairs of un-
clean animals were saved? 
 
5. How did Noah find out that the land was dry so that he can go out with his family 
and all animals, birds and creatures he saved? 
 
 
 
 
Fill in the blanks 
 
1. Noah was the son of ............... . 
 
2. God asked Noah to make the Ark with ............. wood. 
 
3. Noah made the Ark as God commanded on ............. ( Sea, River, dry land). 
 
4. On God's command, how many pairs of birds were saved? (Two pairs, Four pairs, 
Seven pairs) 
 
5. On God's command how many days and nights did it rain to create the great 
flood? ................................. (80 days, 40 days & 40 nights, Not known). 

Review Time 



Values 

for  

Life 

Knowing God is key to the Christian life, and in 
order to know him you must learn the scrip-
tures.  As you study and understand the scrip-
tures, the Holy Spirit will work within you.  It will 
guide you as you go through your daily life and 
help in strengthening your faith.  The faith you 
develop by the study of scriptures will help you to 
make good decisions, like choosing between what 
is right and what is wrong.  The Scriptures also 
help you to understand the life stories of all the 
people who lived before us.  They show us how 
these people glorified God throughout their life 
and even through their death.   
 
Faith and obedience to the word of God, your par-
ents, teachers and elders will lead you to a blessed 
life. 

 

My Decision 

 
1. I will daily ready the Bible and learn from the scriptures. 
 
2. I will be obedient to my parents, teachers and elders. 



 

Dear Lord thank you for giving me the oppor-

tunity to learn from your word about Noah and 

his faith in you.  Thank you for letting us learn 

about how Noah obeyed without questioning 

and received the blessings for himself and his 

family.  Help us to know more about your love 

and kindness for us and help us to lead a life 

pleasing to you. 

In Jesus precious name we pray. 

Amen. 

Prayer 

By faith Noah, warned by God about events as yet 
unseen, respected the warning and built an ark to 
save his household; by this he condemned the 
world and became an heir to the righteousness 
that is in accordance with faith. 

Hebrews 11:7 

 

Memory Verse 



Grade 4 

Unit 1, Lesson 4 

Aim:  Obedience to God’s call 

Abraham Put to the Test 
Theme: Trust in the Lord 

Teacher’s Prep The Command to Sacrifice Isaac 
 
22 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, 
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, 
your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, 
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that 
I shall show you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled 
his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son 
Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to 
the place in the distance that God had shown him. 4 On the third day 
Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. 5 Then Abraham 
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will 
go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 
6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son 
Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of 
them walked on together. 7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, 
“Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and 
the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
8 Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offer-
ing, my son.”  
 
 

Genesis 22: 1-19 (NSRV) 

Now Abraham and 
Sarah were old when 
they were promised 
an heir. Like many of 
us they had their 
doubts and even took 
matters into their 
own hands. However, 
as promised God still 
blessed Abraham and 
Sarah with a child 
Isaac. 

So the two of them walked on together. 
9 When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the 
wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abra-
ham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him 
from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your 
hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not with-
held your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket 
by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 
14 So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the 
Lord it shall be provided.” 
15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, “By myself I have 
sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I 
will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the 
sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by 
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have 
obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to 
Beer-sheba; and Abraham lived at Beer-sheba. 



 
Sometime had past, God requested of Abraham to show a sign of his Faith. It is one thing to have 
knowledge of God and of who he is but is also important to live out your faith in everyday life. 
Therefore, God tested Abraham’s faith by asking him to sacrifice his one and only son as an act of 
obedience to him. For many of us that would be difficult, although we may not be parents; if God 
asked us to sacrifice something that we held dear in our lives we would struggle we would waiver 
in our faith. However, Abraham did not waiver. He obeyed God’s command because he believed 
in God’s plan for him and his family. 
 
The very next day Abraham gathered his servants and the necessary wood to create an altar. To-
gether with Isaac they journeyed to Mount Moriah. In the distance, Abraham saw the final desti-
nation, he asked his servants to stay back while Isaac and he went further. Abraham, still focused 
and obediently created the altar and placed his one and only son on top. As he took out his knife 
to kill Isaac an Angel of the Lord stopped him.  The angel declared “Abraham, Abraham do not 
lay a hand on that boy; do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God because have 
not withheld from me your son, your only son”.  At that moment a ram appeared and Abraham 
sacrificed it to God. Because of Abraham’s great faith God would bless him with many descend-
ants as numerous as the stars in the sky. And through Abraham offspring’s, Jesus Christ, all na-
tions would be blessed. 
 

Main Ideas 

Review Time 



Abraham 
Fire 
God 

Isaac 
Lamb 

Mount Moriah 
Offering 

Ram 
Sacrifice 

Sarah 
Wood 

Activities 
M A H A R B A O L C G Q 

H F L S W H F V A A G I 

W I I O D F A V M A H J 

B Z O R E H S I B S I X 

V D B R E K A R R I U T 

P W I D O G C J M O N I 

K N Y Q S A R A H U M L 

G M O H E L I E O E O K 

F O E Q R B F M I E G A 

M O O C S D I B H I Z V 

C A Q Y Q D C L X O W Y 

U F R J I D E Y K Y J K 

My Decision 
 
Imagine what Abraham must have been thinking when God asked him to sacri-
fice his only son! Abraham’s faith didn’t waver when God asked him to do this 
because he had faith in who God was.  He knew that God loved Isaac even more 
than he did.  He trusted God and His promise of an heir because he knew that 
God was faithful and all-knowing, and he knew that God would never ask him 
to do anything that wasn’t best for him.  Since Abraham knew and trusted God, 
he was able to obey faithfully even when it was hard.  Sometimes we have a 
hard time understanding why God is asking us to do certain things.  We need to 
remember that there is no one that loves us the way that God does, and that He 
is all-knowing.  He would never ask anything of us that would harm us.  When 
we spend more time reading the Bible and learning about who God is, we feel 
more secure in trusting our lives to Him! 
 
Let us follow the example of Abraham and live our faith everyday.  May we be 
obedient to what God is calling us to do. And no matter how hard or awkward it 
may be, let us trust in God and do our best for him. 



Values 

for  

Life 

There may be times in our lives that we may 
not understand what God is teaching us or 
what the point might be. But we must obey and 
trust that God has the best intentions for us. 
Each day we should be thankful for both the 
good things and hard things that we may 
be going through. Because we know that God 
loves us and is molding us to make us stronger 
in him. 

My Decision 
 
Let us follow the example of Abraham and live our faith everyday.  May we be obedi-
ent to what God is calling us to do. And no matter how hard or awkward it may be, 
let us trust in God and do our best for him. 

 
1. Abraham had a son named      . 
 
2. What all things did Abraham take with him when he went to Moriah? 
 
3. Who all went with Abraham to Moriah? 
 
4. Who did Abraham say would provide the lamb for the burnt offering? 
 
5. What name did Abraham give to Moriah after he made the burnt offering? 
 
6.  Abraham lived at      . 
 

Review Time 



 Dear Lord, 

Thank you for this beautiful day in which we can 

gather as your children to learn more about you. 

Thank you for loving us even as sinful as we are. 

We praise you for the gift of sending your son to 

die on the cross for our sin. We pray that each 

and every day we learn to submit our lives in 

your hands. And to trust that you know the very 

best for us and you will provide for our needs. 

We love you so much. 

In Jesus name we pray, 

Amen. 

Prayer 

Some take pride in chariots,  

and some in horses,  

but our pride is in the  

name of the Lord our God. 

Psalm 20:7 

Memory Verse 



Grade 4 

Unit 1, Lesson 5 

Aim:  Journey to the promised land 

Moses and the Israelites: Crossing  the Red Sea 

Theme: God gives victory to His people 

Teacher’s Prep 
The Command to Sacrifice Isaac 
 
13 But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and 
see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for 
the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see again. 14 The 
Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 
 
15 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the 
Israelites to go forward. 16 But you lift up your staff, and stretch out 
your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into 
the sea on dry ground. 17 Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyp-
tians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for 
myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot 
drivers. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his 
chariot drivers.” 
 
19 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved 
and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front 
of them and took its place behind them. 20 It came between the ar-
my of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with 
the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other 
all night. 
 

Exodus 14: 13-28 (NSRV) 

Four hundred years had 
passed since Joseph 
moved his family to 
Egypt.  These descend-
ants of Abraham had 
now grown to over two 
million strong.  To 
Egypt’s new pharaoh, 
the Hebrews were for-
eigners, and their num-
bers were frightening.  
Pharaoh decided make 
them slaves so they 
wouldn’t upset his bal-
ance of power. 
 
God heard their cries 
and rescued them. 

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22 The Israelites went 
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 23 The 
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 
drivers. 24 At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyp-
tian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25 He clogged their chariot wheels so that they 
turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for 
them against Egypt.” 
 
The Pursuers Drowned 
 
26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27 So Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, 
the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them re-
mained.  



 

The Israelites were hostile and weary, but Moses encouraged them to watch the wonderful way 
God would rescue them.  Moses had a positive attitude!  When it looked as if they were trapped, 
Moses called upon God to intervene.  Instead of giving into despair, Moses had the attitude to 
‘stand firm and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish’. 
 
The Lord told Moses to stop praying and get moving!  Prayer must be vital in our lives, but there 
is also a place for action.  When we know what do to, we should get moving. 
 
There was no apparent way of escape for Moses and the Israelites, but, the Lord opened up a dry 
path through the sea.  As Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, the Lord ‘drove the sea back 
by a strong east wind all night’ (14:21).  The God who created the earth and water performed a 
mighty miracle at exactly the right time to demonstrate His great power and love for His people. 
The word “Exodus” means “to exit”.  Moses and the Israelites exits Egypt by foot, through the Red 
Sea, on dry ground; the ‘waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 
left’ (14:22).  The Egyptians pursued after the Israelites, but all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots and 
chariot drivers were drowned; as the Lord told Moses to stretch back his hand over the sea, so 
that the water may come back.  ‘Not one of them remained’ (14:28).  Thus, the Lord revealed His 
power to the Egyptians, letting them know, who is in control!  At the same time, the Israelites 
witnessed and testified the mighty deliverance the Lord achieved through Moses.  ‘Some take 
pride in chariots, and some in horses, but, our pride is in the name of the Lord our God’ (Psalm 
20:7).  So, the Egyptians took their pride in their chariots and their horses. 
 
The Israelites did not have any of these, but the mighty and powerful God.  The Lord allowed 
them to take pride in His Holy and Glorious Name.  God gave them complete victory! 
 

Main Ideas 

Activities 

1.  Of what are you afraid?  List as many as you can. 
  
  
2.  When we are afraid or in doubt, what have we forgotten? 



Values 

for  

Life 

God led Moses and the nation of Israel, and he wants 
to lead us as well.  Is he preparing you, like Moses, for 
a specific job?  He will be with you; obey and follow.  Is 
He delivering you from an enemy or a tempta-
tion?  Trust him, and do what He says.  Just as He de-
livered the Israelites from their captors, He delivers us 
from sin, death and evil.  God comes to the rescue of 
His people. 
 
We still have struggles, but we should never allow dif-
ficulties and unpleasant circumstances to turn us away 
from trusting God. 

My Decision 
 
We may not be chased by an army, but we may still feel trapped.  Instead of giving 
in to despair, we should adopt Moses' attitude to "stand firm and ... see the deliver-
ance the Lord will bring".  Sometimes we know what to do, but we pray for more 
guidance as an excuse to postpone doing it.  If we know what we should do, then it is 
time to get moving. 

Multiple Choice: 
 
1.  The                        of                   was going before the Israelite army. 
2.  The Israelites went into the                     on dry                        . 
3.  The word Exodus means "                           ". 
 
True/False: 
 
1.                   Abraham lead the Israelites out of Egypt. 
2.                   The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night. 
3.                   Moses parted the sea for the Israelites to get away from the Egyptian army. 

Review Time 



 Dear Heavenly Father, 

Thank you for this beautiful day in which we can 

gather as your children to learn more about you. 

Thank you Father for loving us so much, that 

you sent your one and only Son, to die on the 

cross for our sins.  Forgive us Father for we are 

sinners.  We pray for your strength as we go 

through difficult times, we know that you are 

with us always.  Help us Father to be an example 

for others. 

In Jesus name we pray, 

Amen. 

Prayer 

Then one who had escaped came and told 
Abram the Hebrew, who was living by the 
oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of  
Eshcol and of Aner; these were allies of 
Abram. 

Genesis 14:13 

Memory Verse 
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 AIM 

UNIT  
ii 

GOD WHO CORRECTS 
Numbers 22: 21-40 

21 So Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his 
donkey, and went with the officials of Moab. 
 

Balaam, the Donkey, and the Angel 

22 God’s anger was kindled because he was go-
ing, and the angel of the Lord took his stand in 
the road as his adversary. Now he was riding on 
the donkey, and his two servants were with him. 
23 The donkey saw the angel of the Lord standing 
in the road, with a drawn sword in his hand; so 
the donkey turned off the road, and went into 
the field; and Balaam struck the donkey, to turn it 
back onto the road. 24 Then the angel of the Lord 
stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, 
with a wall on either side. 25 When the donkey 
saw the angel of the Lord, it scraped against the 
wall, and scraped Balaam’s foot against the wall; 
so he struck it again. 26 Then the angel of the 
Lord went ahead, and stood in a narrow place, 
where there was no way to turn either to the 
right or to the left. 27 When the donkey saw the 
angel of the Lord, it lay down under Balaam; and 
Balaam’s anger was kindled, and he struck the 
donkey with his staff. 28 Then the Lord opened 
the mouth of the donkey, and it said to Balaam, 
“What have I done to you, that you have struck 
me these three times?” 29 Balaam said to the 
donkey, “Because you have made a fool of me! I 
wish I had a sword in my hand! I would kill you 
right now!” 30 But the donkey said to Balaam, 
“Am I not your donkey, which you have ridden all 
your life to this day? Have I been in the habit of 
treating you this way?” And he said, “No.” 

31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and 
he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the road, 
with his drawn sword in his hand; and he bowed 
down, falling on his face. 32 The angel of the Lord 
said to him, “Why have you struck your donkey 
these three times? I have come out as an adver-
sary, because your way is perverse before me. 
33 The donkey saw me, and turned away from 
me these three times. If it had not turned away 
from me, surely just now I would have killed you 
and let it live.” 34 Then Balaam said to the angel 
of the Lord, “I have sinned, for I did not know 
that you were standing in the road to oppose me. 
Now therefore, if it is displeasing to you, I will re-
turn home.” 35 The angel of the Lord said to Ba-
laam, “Go with the men; but speak only what I 
tell you to speak.” So Balaam went on with the 
officials of Balak. 
 
36 When Balak heard that Balaam had come, he 
went out to meet him at Ir-moab, on the bounda-
ry formed by the Arnon, at the farthest point of 
the boundary. 37 Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not 
send to summon you? Why did you not come to 
me? Am I not able to honor you?” 38 Balaam said 
to Balak, “I have come to you now, but do I have 
power to say just anything? The word God puts in 
my mouth, that is what I must say.” 39 Then Ba-
laam went with Balak, and they came to Kiriath-
huzoth. 40 Balak sacrificed oxen and sheep, and 
sent them to Balaam and to the officials who 
were with him. 

To understand our 

need to trust in God 

and do HIS will      

instead of ours 
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 AIM 

UNIT  
ii 

GOD WHO CORRECTS 
Numbers 22: 21-40 

To understand our 

need to trust in God 

and do HIS will      

instead of ours 

STUDENT INTRODUCTION 
Balaam was a prophet of the Lord.  Balak, a leader of the Moabites, asked Balaam to 
come and make the Israelites leave their land, but God wanted Balaam to go to the 
Israelites and give them a message from God.  Lets’ see what happens to Balaam. 

 

MAIN IDEA 
Today’s lesson is taken from the book of Numbers.  The book is called 'Numbers' because the 
Israelites were counted twice in this book.  A census of the people were seen taken in the 
first chapter  and in the twenty sixth chapter.  
 
In the Book of Numbers we see Israelites traveling from Mount Sinai and marching to Kadesh
-barnea.  God asked them to send spies to Canaan to explore the land and they came back 
and reported that it is indeed a land flowing with milk and honey, but they also reported that 
it was a land full of giants.  When the people heard about the giants they did not want to go 
forward.  Because of this unbelief in God and his power, God judged them and they wan-
dered in the wilderness for forty years. 
 
This lesson teaches us why we should trust God wholeheartedly in every situations in our life 
and not on our reasons.  The Scripture teach us this lesson through the story of 'the way 
of Balaam'.  Balaam was a Babylonian diviner with a reputation through out the region.  God 
used him to show us how we take things into our own hands when we should have listened 
to God and obeyed Him.   
 
Israelites are on the border of Canaan.  To pass into Canaan, they have to pass through the 
land of the Amorites and the kingdom of Bashan.  Israelites asked permission to pass through 
these lands to their kings Sihon and Og, both of them refused and Israelites fought with them 
and killed both the kings and captured their land.  The next place to go through is Moab and 
this kingdom was ruled by their king Balak. 
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MAIN IDEA (continued…) 
Balak, the king of Moab, and his whole nation heard stories about the Israelites and their 
leader Moses. They saw what the Israelites have done to the Amorites and the people 
of Bashan.  Balak realized that he could not fight and win against the Israelites, he was look-
ing for a way out of this situation to save himself and his kingdom.  Balak finally decides to 
get the help of Babylonian diviner (seer or prophetic intermediary) Balaam to pronounce a 
potent curse against the Israelites. Once this was done he would be able to fight the Israel-
ites, defeat them and save his kingdom.  So Balak sent the elders of Moab with 
gifts for Balaam so that he would come and curse the Israelites.  
 
Balaam saw the gifts and he asked God what to do.  God told Balaam that he should not 
curse the people who God had blessed, so Balaam told the elders of Moab that he would not 
curse the Israelites and that they should go back to their land.  Balak doesn't give up though, 
he again sends the elders of Moab with even more gifts to give to Balaam and bring 
him.  This time Balaam told the elders that he know that Balak will give him plenty of silver 
and gold, but he cannot disobey God, but he will find out what more the Lord tells him and 
asked them to stay the night.  What this means is that, in his heart Balaam wants the silver 
and gold, at the same time he is afraid of God and would like to know whether God will 
change his mind so that he can have the silver and gold.  God was not pleased with 
what Balaam did, but told Balaam this time to go with the elders but do only what God tells 
him.   
 
So Balaam got up in the morning and is on the way to see Balak on his donkey.  As God al-
ready knew Balak's intentions, God was angry that Balaam was going to see Balak.  God sent 
his Angel who went and stood in the middle of the road with a drawn sword. Balaam's don-
key saw the Angel of the Lord and left the road and went into a field, then to a narrow path 
with walls on both sides and then to a narrow path where there was no space to turn and the 
donkey lay down under Balaam and Balaam hit the donkey all three times with his staff.  God 
then made the donkey talk like a man and finally opened Balaam’s eyes so that he could see 
the Angel of the Lord standing in front of the donkey with a drawn sword and the Angel of 
the Lord told Balaam that, had the donkey not turned away all three times, Balaam would 
have been killed.  Balaam understood that he had gone against the wishes of the Lord and 
was ready to go back to his home, but the Angel of the Lord asked him to go with the elders 
of Moab but only say what God would tell him, so Balaam went with the elders to Moab and 
to Balak. 
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MAIN IDEA (continued…) 
Balak then took Balaam to see the Israelites and Balaam asked to prepare altars for sacrifices 
and Balaam did the sacrifices on the altars and God gave him the messages and Ba-
laam delivered the messages or oracles and blessed the Israelites four times at four different 
places, instead of cursing them.   
 
The decision Balaam took to ask God a second time whether he can go with the elders of 
Moab and disobeying the first instructions God gave him,   is called Balaam’s way.  The way 
of Balaam was covetousness.  
 
In life's situations, when we have to make decisions and when we ask for the wisdom of God, 
we should always remember the example of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and what Jesus 
did during His time of greatest trial at the garden of Gethsemane.  Jesus prayed and finally 
declared "Not my will, but yours be done".  Like our Lord, we should be ready to do God's will 
and not ours. 

MY DECISION 

I will try to find more ways of 

spreading the good news of    

Jesus all around me.  My life is a 

precious gift from God.  Its    pur-

pose is to worship and glorify 

HIM on this Earth with the      

talents and strengths HE has giv-

en me.  I will not waste it. 

God told Balaam to go and do only what God wanted 

him to do.  We should be ready to do God’s will and not 

ours. 

Values 

for  

Life 
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TIME TO REVIEW! 
1.  The book of Numbers is called the book of Numbers because   __________ . 

A. The Israelites were counted twice in this book.  
B. A census of the people were seen taken in the first chapter  and in the twenty sixth chapter.  
C. The number of times the Israelites disobeyed God.  
D. It tells stories about numbers. 

2.  God judged the Israelites at Kadesh-Barnea because  

A. God did not like them.  
B. The Israelites questioned God.  
C. Of their unbelief in God and his power.  
D. The Israelites deserved punishment.  

3.  Sihon was the King of the     and     was the king of Bashan. 

4.  Balak was the king of       .  

5.  Balaam was a     . 

A. Magician  B. Solider  C. Diviner   D. Minister  

6.  Balak wanted Balaam to     the Israelites. 

A. Defeat   B. Curse  C. Bless   D. Fight  

7.  Why did Balaam go a second time to God for an answer? 

A. He was afraid.     B. He wanted to help Balak.  
C. He wanted the silver and gold.    D. He wanted to change God's opinion.   

8.  Why was the Angel of the Lord standing in front of Balaam and his donkey with a drawn sword? 

A. To let know that the Angel of the Lord was not pleased with Balaam's decision.   
B. Angel was angry with Balaam and his donkey.   
C.  Angel wanted to protect Balaam and his donkey from danger.   
D.  To let know that God was angry with Balaam's decision to go with the elders.   

9.  What does the lesson teach us? 
A. Trust God wholeheartedly in every situation and not on our reasons.   
B. Obey what seems right.   
C. If we can get good rewards go for it.   
D. God will not punish our disobedience.   
 

10.  Who has shown us the best example of obedience to the Lord? 
A. Balaam.   B. Donkey.   C. Jesus Christ  D. The elders.   
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MEMORY VERSE 
 

 

Dear LORD, 

Thank you for giving us your word to guide 
us.  Help us to be obedient to you and to 

your word.  Thank you for sending us Jesus 
Christ to save us.  Help us to make wise deci-
sions according to your will and not based on 

our reasons, likes and dislikes.  Be with us 
and guard and guide us.  

In Jesus precious name we pray. 

AMEN  

It is a fearful thing to fall 

into the hands of the    

living God. 

 

Hebrews 10:31 
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 AIM 

UNIT  
ii 

SAUL, THE 1ST KING  
1 Samuel 11 : 12-15 

12 The people said to Samuel, “Who is it that 
said, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Give them to us so 
that we may put them to death.” 13 But Saul 
said, “No one shall be put to death this day, for 
today the Lord has brought deliverance to Israel.” 
14 Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to 
Gilgal and there renew the kingship.” 15 So all 

the people went to Gilgal, and there they made 
Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. There they 
sacrificed offerings of well-being before the Lord, 
and there Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced 
greatly. 

To put God first over 

our prideful ways 

STUDENT INTRODUCTION 
When Saul began his rule in Israel, he was humble and spiritual.  Those qualities gave 
him the chance to do good for Israel as their king.  Unfortunately, after such a good 
beginning he became an example of what happens when power tempts a person to 
replace humility with pride. 

 

MAIN IDEA 
Years before Saul’s rule, Samuel the prophet was Israel’s religious leader. In fact, Is-
rael was ruled by judges who presided over domestic squabbles. They were not, how-
ever, equipped to rule in times of war. 
 
God’s people wanted a king instead of God to lead them. God heard their cries. It    
became Samuel’s task to anoint a king from among the people. Saul was secretly 
anointed the first king of all the tribes of Israel. 
 
Saul came from the tribe of Benjamin, one of the smallest tribes in all Israel. From a 
tribe seeming to have little significance, God chose the first King of  Israel. His name, 
Saul, m eans “prayed for” and he was said to be young and handsome. He was a tall 
man and size and beauty were highly valued in rulers as signs of manly strength.  
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MAIN IDEA (continued…) 
Samuel told Saul that God chose him to rule over Israel. Saul was surprised and hum-
ble. He did not come from a powerful family and he did not of himself as a king. God 
changed Saul’s heart and he became a great leader of God's people. Samuel advised 
Saul that he must obey God if he wanted to be successful  as the king of Israel. 
 
Slowly, Saul stopped relying on God and started doing things the way he thought it 
should be done.  

God must be the Lord of our life and we must make 

God’s will our will.  We should lead our lives such that 

we bring glory and honor to God. 

Values 

for  

Life 

MY DECISION 

I believe that God is all I need in 

this world. 

I will seek to make God happy. 
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TIME TO REVIEW! 
1. Who ruled, judged, and fought for Israel? 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  How did this make the Israelites different from all other nations? 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Why did the Israelites say they wanted a King? 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What did God say was the real reason they wanted a human King? 

 

 

 

 

 

5.  After God warned the people, through Samuel, of what would happen if  they had a human King, 

did the Israelites still want one? 
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MEMORY VERSE 
 

 

Dear LORD, 

Thank you for giving us your word                  
to guide us.  Help us to make your will our 

will.  Lead our lives so that we may bring glo-
ry and honor to you, O Heavenly Father.  

Thank you for sending us Jesus Christ to save 
us.  Help us to make wise decisions according 

to your will and not based on our reasons, 
likes and dislikes.  Be with us and guard     

and guide us. 

In Jesus precious name we pray 

AMEN  

But strive first for the 

kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all 

these things will be given 

to you as well. 

 

Matthew 6:33 
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ACTIVITY 
Find the words in the given word bank. 
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 AIM 

UNIT  
ii LIVE BOLDLY FOR GOD 

Daniel 3: 1-30 

The Golden Image 
3 King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue 
whose height was sixty cubits and whose width 
was six cubits; he set it up on the plain of Dura in 
the province of Babylon. 2 Then King Nebuchad-
nezzar sent for the satraps, the prefects, and the 
governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the 
justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of 
the provinces, to assemble and come to the dedi-
cation of the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar 
had set up. 3 So the satraps, the prefects, and the 
governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the 
justices, the magistrates, and all the officials of 
the provinces, assembled for the dedication of 
the statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
When they were standing before the statue that 
Nebuchadnezzar had set up, 4 the herald pro-
claimed aloud, “You are commanded, O peoples, 
nations, and languages, 5 that when you hear the 
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, 
and entire musical ensemble, you are to fall 
down and worship the golden statue that King 
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not 
fall down and worship shall immediately be 
thrown into a furnace of blazing fire.” 
7 Therefore, as soon as all the peoples heard the 
sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, 
and entire musical ensemble, all the peoples, na-
tions, and languages fell down and worshiped the 
golden statue that King Nebuchadnezzar had set 
up. 
8 Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans 
came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They 

said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forev-
er! 10 You, O king, have made a decree, that eve-
ryone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, 
lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical en-
semble, shall fall down and worship the golden 
statue, 11 and whoever does not fall down and 
worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing 
fire. 12 There are certain Jews whom you have 
appointed over the affairs of the province of Bab-
ylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These 
pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve 
your gods and they do not worship the golden 
statue that you have set up.” 
13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage com-
manded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
be brought in; so they brought those men before 
the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it 
true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that 
you do not serve my gods and you do not wor-
ship the golden statue that I have set up? 15 Now 
if you are ready when you hear the sound of the 
horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire 
musical ensemble to fall down and worship the 
statue that I have made, well and good. But if you 
do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown 
into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god 
that will deliver you out of my hands?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered 
the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need 
to present a defense to you in this matter. 17 If 
our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, 
O king, let him deliver us.  

To open up our 

hearts to God and his 

laws in obedience 

and see what God can 

do for us when we are         

faithful 
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STUDENT INTRODUCTION 
What would you do?  Think about the situation for a moment.  Away from your par-
ents and loved ones, on your own, sad, scared, don't know what is next.  What will 
you do?  Don't get scared, these young friends are going to show you how they dealt 
with the situation and overcame it with faith in their God and won.  You can do it 
too.  Remember the promise Jesus gave us in Matthew 28:20, ..."Surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age".  

18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we 
will not serve your gods and we will not worship 
the golden statue that you have set up.” 
 

The Fiery Furnace 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage 
against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that 
his face was distorted. He ordered the furnace 
heated up seven times more than was custom-
ary, 20 and ordered some of the strongest guards 
in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of 
blazing fire. 21 So the men were bound, still 
wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, 
and their other garments, and they were thrown 
into the furnace of blazing fire. 22 Because the 
king’s command was urgent and the furnace was 
so overheated, the raging flames killed the men 
who lifted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 
23 But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace of 
blazing fire. 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished 
and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, 
“Was it not three men that we threw bound into 
the fire?” They answered the king, “True, O king.” 
25 He replied, “But I see four men unbound, 

walking in the middle of the fire, and they are not 
hurt; and the fourth has the appearance of a 
god.” 26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the 
door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, 
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of 
the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out 
from the fire. 27 And the satraps, the prefects, 
the governors, and the king’s counselors gath-
ered together and saw that the fire had not had 
any power over the bodies of those men; the hair 
of their heads was not singed, their tunics were 
not harmed, and not even the smell of fire came 
from them. 28 Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, 
who has sent his angel and delivered his servants 
who trusted in him. They disobeyed the king’s 
command and yielded up their bodies rather 
than serve and worship any god except their own 
God. 29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people, 
nation, or language that utters blasphemy against 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
shall be torn limb from limb, and their houses 
laid in ruins; for there is no other god who is able 
to deliver in this way.” 30 Then the king promot-
ed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the 
province of Babylon. 



 

GRADE 4, LESSON 8           Page 3 

 

MAIN IDEA 
Introduction to the Event 

In the book of Daniel, 1st chapter we see how these young men decided to deal with their situa-
tion.  Before captivity these young men were brought up in families which depended on God for 
everything and followed the commandments strictly, which included daily prayer times, selecting 
and eating food according to what they were taught by their parents and their faith. They followed 
the same pattern at Nebuchadnezzar's palace.  They were offered and ordered to eat rich and 
sumptuous food and drinks from the kings table, they refused and ate and drank only vegetables 
and water.  They held on to their faith and practices and depended on the God of Israel for their 
sustenance and proved stronger and wiser than anyone else. 
 

The Event 

In today’s lesson, the faith of the three young men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in their God 
is again literarily tested by fire. 
 

King Nebuchadnezzar erected a gold statue in the plain of Dura in Babylon which was 90 feet high 
and 9 feet wide.  The King then issued orders to all leaders and officers in his kingdom to come to 
the dedication of the golden statue.  The leaders and officers came and stood in friend of the gold-
en statue.  The man who make announcements then announced in a loud voice that when they 
hear the sound of musical instruments, they should fall down and worship the gold statue, if any-
body who does not fall down and worship the statue will be thrown into a furnace of blazing 
fire.  The musical instruments sounded and all the leaders and officers of the kingdom fell down and 
worshiped the statue except Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.  The Babylonians reported this to 
King Nebuchadnezzar and he became so angry.  
 

King Nebuchadnezzar ordered Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to be brought to him and he 
asked them, is it true that you did not worship the gold statue? I am going to give you a second 
chance, when the musical instruments sound you should fall down and worship the statue or else 
you will be thrown in to the blazing furnace and no god can save 
you.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego answered O' Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 
ourselves to you.  You can throw us into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us 
from the furnace and your power and even if he does not save us, we will not worship your gods or 
worship the golden statue. 
 

King Nebuchadnezzar became so angry and furious, he ordered the furnace to be heated seven 
times hotter and commanded his strongest soldiers to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and 
to throw them into the fire.  The soldier's tied Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and went and 
threw them into the blazing furnace and they fell into the fire and the fire was so hot and fierce the 
fire killed the soldier's who went to carry out the order. 
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MAIN IDEA 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego fell into the fire and then King Nebuchadnezzar saw to 

his surprise, untied Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego getting up and walking in the fire 

along with a fourth man who looked like a god.  King and his officers couldn't believe what 

they were seeing.  King went to the opening of the blazing furnace and called out to        

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to come out of the fire  and they came out of the fire and 

the King and his officers were surprised and astonished to see that Shad-

rach, Meshach and Abednego were not harmed in anyway and even their clothes were not 

burned and they didn't even smell of smoke.  

King Nebuchadnezzar then praised the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who sent 

his angel to save His servants who trusted in Him and refused to obey the command to   

worship and serve other god's including the golden statue and were ready to die for their 

faith.  King Nebuchadnezzar then issued a proclamation that people of any nation or        

language should not say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and 

if any one does that, they will be torn apart and their house will be turned to ruins.  No other 

God can save His people like this.  The King then promot-

ed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to even higher positions than they were before in Bab-

ylon.   

Our young friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were just following the first           

commandment God gave to Moses and the people of Israel and the blessings which followed 

those who obeyed it, in Exodus 20:3-6 - "You shall not have no other gods before 

me.........but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my  

commandments". 

Be faithful to God and His laws. 

Values 

for  

Life 
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TIME TO REVIEW! 
1.  Who captured Jerusalem and took captives from Judah?  
 
 
 
 
2.  What were the Hebrew names of Belteshazzar, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego?  
 
 
 
 
3.  King Nebuchadnezzar erected the golden statue in     a province of Babylon.  

A.  Nineveh   B.  Joppa    C.  Edom    D.  Dura  
 

4. What kind of food and drinks did Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah took to survive in the 
Palace of Nebuchadnezzar?  

 

A.  Bread, meat and wine    B.   Any food the palace cooks gave them  

C.   Vegetables and water    D.   Pasta, vegetables and soft drinks 

5.  Why did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego did not fall down and worship the golden statue? 
 
 
 
 
 
6.  How did God save Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from the fire? 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  By the faithfulness of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to the God of Israel, what did they teach 

King Nebuchadnezzar and his countrymen? 
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I will learn and obey 

God’s laws and will 

practice it in my daily 

life. 

MY DECISION 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

If our God whom we       

serve is able to deliver us 

from the    furnace of blaz-

ing fire and out of your 

hand, O King, let him de-

liver us. 

 

Daniel 3: 17 

Dear LORD, 

Thank you for giving us the                  
opportunity to learn about your      

faithfulness to those who obey your 
commandments.  Through Jesus Christ 

you taught us that we are your sons 
and daughters and we can come to you 
any time.  You are the God who saves 
us.  Teach us your truths and show us 
the right path and help us to follow it.  

Help us to abide in you every day.   

In Jesus precious name we pray. 

AMEN  
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 AIM 

UNIT  
ii WALKING WITH GOD 

Genesis 5: 21-24 

21 When Enoch had lived sixty-five years, he be-
came the father of Methuselah. 22 Enoch walked 
with God after the birth of Methuselah three 
hundred years, and had other sons and daugh-

ters. 23 Thus all the days of Enoch were three 
hundred sixty-five years. 24 Enoch walked with 
God; then he was no more, because God took 
him. 

Understand ways 

to build faith and 

the steps to master 

the Christian way 

of life. 

STUDENT INTRODUCTION 
What do you think it means to ‘walk with God’?  How would you describe the rela-
tionship?    Would you want to ‘walk with God’?  What would you do differently if you 
had this type relationship with God.  Today’s lesson is about one person who walked 
with God for many years. 

 

MAIN IDEA 
Importance of Faith  
 

"Walking with God" is a phrase capturing intimate friendship with God that some righteous people 
in Bible had. Hebrew 11:1,2 says "Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 
things not seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval". It explains how our ancestors 
obeyed God's call and pleased Him. Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, Samuel etc 
were able to act on faith to find God’s favor.  
 

As a Christian, our focus (hope) on life is to enter in eternity with God. Holy Spirit should reside in 
you to build faith to love you Lord with all your heart, all your soul, your entire mind and all your 
strength. Hebrew 11:6 says "And without faith it is impossible to please God, for whoever would  
approach him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who seek him." 



 

GRADE 4, LESSON 9            Page 2 

Values 

for  

Life 

What defines a Christian walk?  The ability to listen to the Holy Spirit is 
essential for Christian life.  Be prepared for the Lord to reveal himself 
through surprising circumstances; God will guide you through pastors, 
parents, friends, or family members.  Seek His guidance on what he is 
expecting from you.  Listen to His words submissively with anticipation. 

I will seek God daily through reading 

the Bible and praying.  I will live a life 

where others will see God through 

me. 

MY DECISION 

 

MAIN IDEA (Continued…) 
How can you please God?  

1. Submit to God in faith 
2. Pray passionately; i.e. have open communication with God. 
3. Allow Holy Spirit to live in you 
4. Communicate to Holy Spirit that is guiding you 
5. Learn righteous deeds from Bible 
6. Self-denial to the temptations of the world 
7. Be at service to others like Jesus; "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45). 
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TIME TO REVIEW! 
Fill in the blanks 

1.  Enoch lived for ______________ years. 
 
2.  Enoch was the father of ______________________. 
 
Short Answer Questions 

1.  What is Faith? Why is it important for a Christian? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  How can you "walk with God"? 
 

 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

You must follow exactly             

the path that the Lord your 

God has commanded you, so 

that you may live, and that it 

may go well with you, and that 

you may live long in the land 

that you are to possess. 

 

Deuteronomy 5: 33 

Dear LORD, 

Please teach us how to pray and 
have more communication with 
you.  Help us to gain more faith 
and obey your teachings to be a 
true Christian.  Help us walk in 

the right path and avoid tempta-
tions of the world.  Enable us to 
listen to the Holy Spirit to please 

you.   

AMEN  
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 AIM 

UNIT  
ii MOSES & THE AMALKITES 

Exodus 17: 10-16 

10 So Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought 
with Amalek, while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went 
up to the top of the hill. 11 Whenever Moses 
held up his hand, Israel prevailed; and whenever 
he lowered his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But 
Moses’ hands grew weary; so they took a stone 
and put it under him, and he sat on it. Aaron and 
Hur held up his hands, one on one side, and the 
other on the other side; so his hands were steady 
until the sun set. 13 And Joshua defeated Amalek 

and his people with the sword. 
14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this as a 
reminder in a book and recite it in the hearing of 
Joshua: I will utterly blot out the remembrance of 
Amalek from under heaven.” 15 And Moses built 
an altar and called it, The Lord is my banner. 
16 He said, “A hand upon the banner of the Lord! 
The Lord will have war with Amalek from genera-
tion to generation.”  

Moses’ faith in God 

and his intercession 

helps Israelites win 

against Amalakites 

STUDENT INTRODUCTION 
Do you know that God is in control?  Do you sometimes doubt it?  In today’s lesson, 
we see God totally in control of war the Israelites were fighting.  We need to have 
faith in God at all times. 

MAIN IDEA 
In this lesson, we see the battle between Israelites and Amalekites in Rephidim. Moses told Joshua 
to pick his best men to fight and Moses went up the hill with Aaron and Hur to hold the staff of God 
in his hands. 
 

Faith and Intercession 

Deep faith, humbleness, obedience to God’s commands and intercession for others are the main 
characteristic that stands out about Moses.  Moses was not convinced on assuming the leadership 
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MAIN IDEA (Continued…) 
for delivering Israelites from slavery in Egypt. However God used the staff as an instrument repre-
senting His presence to give him confidence and power to perform in front of elders of the Israelites 
and Pharaoh. Just as the presence of God boosted his confidence, Moses is inspiring Joshua to fight 
with Amalekites by promising to hold the staff of God.  
 

God helped Joshua seeing the faith of Moses. Exodus 17:11"As long as Moses held up his hands, the 
Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning". When 
Moses was tired of holding the staff, Aaron and Hur helped him by moving in a stone for Moses to 
sit. They also helped Moses by holding up both his hands on either side. There were only a few 
among those Israelites who truly believed in God that he is the deliverer for them. Through the faith 
and intercession of just a few leaders (Moses, Aaron, Joshua and Caleb), God spared the lives of sin-
ful and disobedient Israelites. 
 
God's enmity with Amalekites for generations 

God’s wrath on Amalekites is explained in the Bible in Deuteronomy 25:17-19. 17 “Remember what 
Amalek did to you on the way as you came out of Egypt, 18 how he attacked you on the way when 
you were faint and weary, and cut off your tail, those who were lagging behind you, and he did not 
fear God. 19 Therefore when the Lord your God has given you rest from all your enemies around 
you, in the land that the Lord your God is giving you for an inheritance to possess, you shall blot out 
the memory of Amalek from under heaven; you shall not forget." 
 
Obedience to God’s commands 

Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Gideon, Joseph etc were leaders who found favor in God since they were 
faithful and obedient to God’s commands. Israel thrived to be a great nation as God promised to 
Abraham through faithful and obedient leaders. However, over generations, Israeli leaders gradual-
ly fell into disobedience to the Lord’s commandments provoking the wrath of God on Israelites. 
 
In 1 Samuel 15:3  God instructs Saul “Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they 
have; do not spare them, but kill both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and 
donkey.”  Saul's army destroyed most of the people, but left King Agag and healthy livestock alive 
(1 Samuel 15:8-9) against God's command. God appeared to Samuel and regretted his decision to 
make Saul as the king since he didn’t follow the command for complete destruction of Amalekites. 
God’s wrath fell on Saul and his sons and the Israelites into the hands of the Philistines (1 Samuel 
28:19).  
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I will have faith in God and ac-

cept that He is in control.  I will 

intercede on behalf of others. 

MY DECISION 

Values 

for  

Life 

Intercession is when someone pleads with God on behalf of others 
who desperately need God’s help.  When God was displeased with the 
600,000 Israelite men and women, intercession of Moses kept them 
alive from His wrath.  Faith of Canaanite woman changed the decision 
of Jesus on blessing Gentiles (Mathew 15: 22-28).  Same way, Jesus 
was touched by the belief of the Centurion who interceded for his ill 
servant, immaterial of the background of his servant (Mathew 8: 5-13). 
So be persistent in your faith and intercede for the salvation of the 
multitude of sinners around you. 

And Moses built an   

altar and called it, The 

Lord is my banner. 

 

Exodus 17: 15 

 

MEMORY VERS 
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TIME TO REVIEW! 
Fill in the blanks 

1.  Moses went up the hill with ____________ and ________ to hold the staff of God in his hands 

during the battle between Israelites and Amalekites in Rephidim. 

 
2.   Exodus 17:11"As long as Moses held up his hands, the _______________ were winning, but 

whenever he lowered his hands, the _____________ were winning". 

 
3.   God appeared to ____________ and regretted his decision to make ____________ as the king 

Essay Questions  

1.  Who was in charge of fighting Amalekites?  And what was he told to do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.   What could be the reason for Moses to think that holding the staff will help the fight against Am-

alekites? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.   What was the reason for God's enmity with Amelakites for generations? 
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Group Debate 

Discuss the relevance of this commandment in Exodus 20:12 in this modern era when every new 
generation think they are superior in knowledge to their past generation.  
 

Ephesians 6. 1Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and 
mother”—this is the first commandment with a promise: 3 “so that it may be well with you and 
you may live long on the earth. 

Dear LORD, 

Please give us the strength to be       
obedient and faithful to you like 
Moses.  Bless your servants to 

understand the needs of others 
and intercede for them in pray-

ers.  Enable us to spread the 
Gospel to fulfill your will. 

AMEN  
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 AIM 

UNIT  
iii 

God our Refuge: Psalm 46 
In God’s supremacy, we have sufficiency and security. 

God’s Defense of His City and People 

To the leader. Of the Korahites. According to Ala-
moth. A Song. 
 

1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in 
trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth 
should change, though the mountains shake in the heart 
of the sea; 3 though its waters roar and foam, though the 
mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah 4 There is a riv-
er whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 
habitation of the Most High. 5 God is in the midst of the 
city; it shall not be moved; God will help it when the 

morning dawns. 6 The nations are in an uproar, the king-
doms totter; he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge. Selah 8 Come, behold the works of the Lord; see 
what desolations he has brought on the earth. 9 He 
makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the 
bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with 
fire. 10 “Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted 
among the nations, I am exalted in the earth.” 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge.  Selah 

To understand that 

God is sufficient in 

every circumstance 

of the life 

Teacher’s Preparation 
The Book of Psalms are praises of a people who God "Yahweh" chose and entered into a covenant relationship.  The title Psalms is 
derived from the Greek word psalmos, meaning a poem sung to the accompaniment of musical instruments.  In the Hebrew Bible 
the title for this book is 'Sepher Tehillim' which means "Book of Praises'; Tehillim means praises. 
Korahites are members of the Hebrew tribe of Levi or the Levite's.  The Levite's were either priests in the Temple or played music in 
the Temple.  Some of them were also guards in the Temple. In the Book of Numbers Chapter 16 we read about one of the Levite 
Korah, who led a rebellion against Moses and Aaron. The Lord God punished Korah and his followers for the rebellion and the earth 
opened up and swallowed them. God spared some members of the Korah family and their successors were later known as the Ko-
rahites. Sons of Korah or the Korahites knew firsthand that the Lord God dwells in the midst of His people and that Korah and his 
followers were swallowed by earth for their rebellion. 
Psalm 46 is one of the twelve attributed to the sons of Korah, a family of Levitical singers. The word Alamoth means - with virgins; 
which denotes that the psalm is to be sung by Soprano or female voices. 
Psalms 46 is part of a group of Psalms called 'Zion Psalms'.  These Psalms are based on the conviction that Zion, the City of Jerusa-
lem, which enshrines the temple is the place of "Yahweh's" presence in the midst of His people.  This is one of the best known 
Psalms in this group.  The hymn 'A Mighty Fortress is our God' written by Church reformation leader Martin Luther is based on this 
Psalm.  
The Psalm is divided into three strophes (structural division of a poem) and each concludes with a choral refrain and two of 
them on the theme of 'God is with us' (Immanuel) and God of Jacob is our refuge. 
The term 'Selah' - is a signal for musical interlude and the singing of refrain; it can also mean 'stop and listen' to what you heard 
and an instruction to measure carefully and reflect upon what you heard.  
 The hosts of heaven are the multitude of angels God has under his command and they are often referred as the hosts of heaven or 
heavenly hosts (Isaiah 45:12).  God Himself is the commander of this mighty host or army of angels and thus referred in the Psalm 
as the Lord of hosts.     
The Psalm announces that the confidence of the believer or faithful is based on the divine sovereignty of the creator of the uni-
verse and King whose rule on the earth is made known and celebrated in Zion.   
Another notable feature of this Psalm is that two of the strophes end with the verse "the God of Jacob is our refuge".  God in his 
wisdom chose Jacob, an ordinary person who was a scheming self-made man and changed his heart to trust God fully and blessed 
him and used him to bring salvation to mankind through Jesus Christ.  Jacob's story shows the nature of man and also the loving 
and forgiving nature of God and the Psalmist is reminding us that the God of Jacob is a loving, trustworthy and faithful God. 



 

GRADE 4, LESSON 11           Page 2 

 

MAIN IDEA  
The Book of Psalms are praises of a people who God chose and entered into a covenant relationship.  The 
people God so chose were the Israelites.  The word Psalms is derived from the Greek word 'psalmos', mean-
ing a poem sung to the accompaniment of musical instruments.  The Psalms are believed to be written by 
Moses, David, Asaph, Solomon, Ethan and the sons of Korah.   
Korah was a Levite who lead a rebellion against Moses and Aaron and God punished them and the earth 
opened up and swallowed them (Numbers Chapter 16).  Some members of the Korah family were spared 
and their successors were later known as Sons of Korah or the Korahites. 
Korahites are a family of Levitical singers.  Psalms 46 is part of a group of Psalms called 'Zion Psalms'. These 
Psalms are based on the belief that God's presence is in Zion or the City of Jerusalem and its temple and 
among His people.  Psalms 46 is one of the best known Psalm in the group. 
The Psalm is divided into three parts (strophes). The term 'Selah' is a signal for musical interlude and the 
singing of a chorus (refrain) and it can also mean 'to stop and listen' to what you heard and also an instruc-
tion to measure carefully and reflect upon what you heard.   
The hosts of heaven are the multitude of angels God has under his command and they are often referred as 
the hosts of heaven or heavenly hosts.  God Himself is the commander of this mighty host or army of angels 
and thus referred in the Psalm as the Lord of hosts.     
The Psalm announces that, the confidence of the believer or faithful is based on the divine power and sover-
eignty of God who is the creator of the universe and who reigns over it, yet still is ever present with the be-
lievers when they are in need to protect and take care of them.  
The psalmist in the first part announces that whatever happens around the believer, natural calamities or 
otherwise the psalmist has the confidence that God will be our refuge and he will sustain us through it or 
he will be there to help us through it.  In other words God is always a present help, a help we will always find 
when we need and seek and God is sufficient for all the circumstances in life. 
In the second part, the Psalmist mentions about the presence of God in the city He has chosen, it is the City 
of Jerusalem, and God dwells in the midst of the city and among His people.  The city and the people who 
live in the city are glad that God dwells among them.  The Psalmist then mentions about the river whose 
gentle streams make the city dwellers glad even when nations upraise and uproar around them.  The riv-
er means, the presence of God and God's words and ordinances which are streams of life for the believ-
ers and they are confident that when morning comes God is going to use his word or power to subdue their 
enemies.  Their confidence is in the presence of the God of Jacob in their midst and His sufficiency.  
In the third part, the Psalmist shows that, by the power of God He can defeat the enemies of His people 
and destroy all enemy weapons and cease all wars and His people will have to realize that.  Because of God's 
power and the way He defeated the enemies, God's name will be exalted among nations and all over the 
earth.  The God of Jacob is in the midst of His people and He is the refuge of His people and He is sufficient 
for everything in their life. 
The Psalmist by mentioning God as the God of Jacob, is reminding us that the God of Jacob is a loving, trust-
worthy and faithful God.  God in His wisdom chose Jacob a scheming self-made man and changed his heart 
to trust God fully and blessed him to bring salvation to mankind through Jesus Christ.  Jacob's story shows 
the nature of man and also the loving and forgiving nature of God.   
 
References: 
Understanding The Old Testament (Fourth Edition)- Bernhard W. Anderson  
Thru the Bible with J. Vernon McGee- Vol. II 
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In God I find safety and 

strength. 

MY DECISION 

Values 

for  

Life 

 

God is sufficient in all circumstances of life and God is a 
present help.   

God is our refuge and 

strength, 

    a very present help in 

trouble. 

Psalm 46:1 

 

MEMORY VERSE 
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TIME TO REVIEW! 
1. Why is the Psalm writer not afraid? 

 
 A.  He depends on God            C.  He depends on his power and strength 
 

 B.  He depends on his brain power    D.  He depends on his friends and family. 
 

2. One word for 'God is with us'. 
 

  A.  Amen                C.  Selah 
 

  B. Immanuel                D.  Halleluiah 
 

3. Which is the City of God? 
 

  A. London                C.  Jerusalem 
 

  B. Tel Avia                D.  Washington 
 

4. What make the people of the City of God glad or happy? 
 

  A. Word of God            C.  Food 
 
  B. Weather                D.  Theme Park 
 
 

5. Why does the Psalm writer call God, God of Jacob? 

Activities 
Activities 1:  

Make a Poster with one or more of the verses from Psalms 46.  Draw, sketch or cut out and paste on a paper, 
color it if needed, with the verse you like most.  You can draw, cut out pictures from magazines, download from 
internet.  Use your imagination to make it beautiful and outstanding.  Show and tell your class why you liked the 
verse(s) you chose.  Post it in your bedroom.  
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Activity 2: 

Dear LORD, 

Thank you for letting us know through your word that you are present with 
us all the time.  As you are with us all the time we are safe and secure.  Help 
us to realize this when we are faced with problems and help us to seek you 
in our good times and bad times.  Thank you for sending us Jesus to show 

your love to us and your willingness to shed His blood for our salva-

tion.  Help us to realize this everyday of our life.  In Jesus precious name 
we pray.  

AMEN  



 

GRADE 4, LESSON 12           Page 1 

 
 AIM 

UNIT  
iii 

Floating Axe Head 
God cares about the Faithful. 

2 Kings 6: 1-7 (NRSV) 
 
The Miracle of the Ax Head 

1 Now the company of prophets said to Elisha, 
“As you see, the place where we live under your 
charge is too small for us. 2 Let us go to the Jor-
dan, and let us collect logs there, one for each of 
us, and build a place there for us to live.” He an-
swered, “Do so.” 3 Then one of them said, “Please 
come with your servants.” And he answered, “I 

will.” 4 So he went with them. When they came to 
the Jordan, they cut down trees. 5 But as one was 
felling a log, his ax head fell into the water; he 
cried out, “Alas, master! It was bor-
rowed.” 6 Then the man of God said, “Where did 
it fall?” When he showed him the place, he cut off 
a stick, and threw it in there, and made the iron 
float. 7 He said, “Pick it up.” So he reached out 
his hand and took it. 

God is graceful 

enough to meet  

everyone. 

Teacher’s Preparation 
Books of the Kings (1 and 2) record the history of Israel and the divided kingdoms of Judah and Israel 
(Northern Kingdom) under the reign of David in his later years to the end of the kingdom of Judah and the fall 
of Jerusalem.  After David, the people of Israel slowly began to worship other god's with Solomon sowing the 
seeds in this process.  God of Israel warned the Kings and the people their mistake, but they did not listen 
and slowly went deeper and deeper into idol worship and away from the God who brought them to the 
Promised Land and gave it to them. God warned them through the Prophets He chose.  Elijah was the great-
est of those Prophets. 

Elisha was the successor to the great prophet Elijah.  Elisha did more miracles than any other prophet in the 
Bible.  All these miracles were signs God acting through Elisha to the people of Israel that He is the real God 
who called them and mad them His people.  These miracles were also God's way of showing His power, His 
compassion and love to reach out and touch the people involved and through them the people of Israel.  In 
the miracles Elisha performed we see God's caring and loving nature and also His power over the elements of 
His creation. 

Late in the ministry of Elijah, Elijah gave a big blow to the Baal worshippers of Judah at Mount Carmel when 
he challenged the prophets of Baal and killed all 450 prophets of Baal and then ended the three and half 
years of famine with abundance of rain.  Still the King or the people did not fully turn back to the God of Isra-
el.  At this point of time God asks Elijah to anoint Elisha son of Shaphat as his successor.  Before Elijah was 
taken to heaven Elisha asked for double portion of the spirit of Elijah and God granted it to him.  Elisha start-
ed his ministry with this empowerment from God and the miracles he did in his ministry were signs to the 
people of Israel about the power of God, his compassion and love for them. 
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MAIN IDEA  
Elisha was the successor to the great prophet Elijah. Late in the ministry of Elijah, Elijah gave a big blow to the Baal 
worshippers of Judah at Mount Carmel when he challenged the prophets of Baal and showed to the people of Israel 
that the God of Israel was the real God and not Baal or any of the idols they worshipped. Elijah then killed all 450 
prophets of Baal and then prayed for rain and ended the three and half years of famine with abundance of 
rain.  Still the King or the people did not fully turn back to the God of Israel.  At this point of time God asked Elijah to 
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat as his successor.  Before Elijah was taken to heaven Elisha asked for double portion of 
the spirit of Elijah and God granted it to him.  Elisha started his ministry with this empowerment from God. 

God acted through Elisha and he performed so many miracles, people came to realize that he was a man of God 
and the number of his disciples increased and their meeting place became too small for them.  The disciples sug-
gested to Elisha that they go to the Jordan and cut trees and build a bigger meeting place for them there.  Elisha 
agreed to this and the disciples invited him to accompany them.  They went to the Jordan and began to cut down 
the trees.  As one of them was cutting down a tree his ax head fell into the water.  He went to Elisha and cried out 
that his ax head fell into the water and that it was borrowed. To the disciple who borrowed the ax head, it was a 
great loss and he could not even think of going to the owner of the ax head and tell that he lost the ax head.  

In those days iron implements were very scarce and those who had them, put a great value on them and took ut-
most care in keeping and using it.  Now a days, iron implements or any kind of tools are readily available and are 
cheap to purchase or even rent.   

  This is the reason why he went to Elisha and cried out that he lost the ax head and that it was borrowed.  The dis-
ciple was that upset.  Elisha immediately knew the disciples predicament from his voice and asked where did it fall? 
and was shown where the ax head fell.  Elisha cut a stick and threw where the ax head fell and made the iron ax 
head float and asked the disciple to pick up the ax head and the disciple obeyed and picked up the floating ax head. 

This simple miracle, in which God acted through the prophet Elisha , tells us that God, our Heavenly Father,  cares 
about us and all our problems whether small or big, which affects us are a concern for Him too and He will act on it. 
This is the reason why Peter in his Epistle to the Hebrew Christians wrote "Cast all your anxiety on him because he 
cares for you" (1 Peter 5:7). 
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Prayer to God is my answer to my 
needs and problems.  Why? Because 
God cares about me.  

MY DECISION 

Values 

for  

Life 

 

When you are happy praise the Lord. 

When you are sad think about the smiling face of Jesus who loves you. 

When you have problems, bring it to God through Jesus Christ in prayer. 

Cast all your anxiety on 

him, because he cares for 

you. 

1 Peter 5:7 

 

MEMORY VERSE 
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TIME TO REVIEW! 
1. Who was Elijah? 

 
A.  Elisha’s Father                C.  Trouble Maker 

 
B.  Greatest of the Old Testament Prophets    D.  Who foretold Jesus’ second coming 
 

2. Elisha was the son of ….. 
 
 A. Ahab                    C.  Elkanah 
 
 B. Elijah                    D.  Shaphat 
 
3. What did Elisha ask for from Elijah before God took Elijah to heaven in a whirlwind? 

 
 A. Double portion of Elijah’s Spirit        C.  Power to do miracles 
 
 B. A magic wand                D.  Power to interpret dreams 
 
4. Why did Elisha and the disciples go to the Jordan? 
 
 A. To swim                    C.  To hunt and catch fish 
 
 B. To cut wood and build a bigger         D.  To trek on foot for exercise 
       meeting place    
 

5. Why was the disciple so upset when he lost the ax head into the river Jordan? 
 

 A. It was made of gold                C.  Iron tools were scarce and he borrowed it 
 
 B. He feared his father’s scolding        D.  Elisha will scold him 

 
6. What does this lesson teach us? 
 
 A. God cares even for our little problems    C.  Be careful when you cut wood 
 
 B. Elisha’s magic stick                D.  Don’t use ax to cut wood 

 

Activities 
Activity 1:  

Open up your Bible and go to 2 Kings, read the miracles Elisha did from Chapter 2 through Chapter 13 and find 
out the miracle you like the most.  Tell it in the class and why you liked it.  Read the surprising story about what 
happened after Elisha's death in Chapter 13: 20-21. 
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Activity 2: 

Dear LORD, 

Thank you for bringing us all together to learn about you and the prophets 
who served you.  Help us to understand your love for us and how you care 
about our needs.  Help us to apply this in our daily life and depend only on 
you when we are faced with a need or a problem and raise that to you in 

our prayers.  Start in us a desire to be in touch with you every day through 
our prayers and live a life pleasing to you. 

AMEN  
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 AIM 

UNIT  
iii 

Boaz and Ruth 
Faithfulness and God’s promise of redemption.  

Ruth 4:1-22 (NRSV) 

The Marriage of Boaz and Ruth 

1 No sooner had Boaz gone up to the gate and sat down 
there than the next-of-kin, of whom Boaz had spoken, 
came passing by. So Boaz said, “Come over, friend; sit 
down here.” And he went over and sat down.  2 Then Bo-
az took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, “Sit 
down here”; so they sat down.3 He then said to the next-
of-kin, “Naomi, who has come back from the country of 
Moab, is selling the parcel of land that belonged to our 
kinsman Elimelech. 4 So I thought I would tell you of it, 
and say: Buy it in the presence of those sitting here, and 
in the presence of the elders of my people. If you will 
redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not, tell me, so that I 
may know; for there is no one prior to you to redeem it, 
and I come after you.” So he said, “I will redeem 
it.” 5 Then Boaz said, “The day you acquire the field from 
the hand of Naomi, you are also acquiring Ruth the Mo-
abite, the widow of the dead man, to maintain the dead 
man’s name on his inheritance.”  6 At this, the next-of-kin 
said, “I cannot redeem it for myself without damaging 
my own inheritance. Take my right of redemption your-
self, for I cannot redeem it.” 

7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel con-
cerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a transac-
tion, the one took off a sandal and gave it to the other; 
this was the manner of attesting in Israel.8 So when the 
next-of-kin said to Boaz, “Acquire it for yourself,” he took 
off his sandal. 9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the 
people, “Today you are witnesses that I have acquired 
from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech 
and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. 10 I have also 
acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, to be my 
wife, to maintain the dead man’s name on his inher-
itance, in order that the name of the dead may not be 
cut off from his kindred and from the gate of his native 

place; today you are witnesses.” 11    Then all the people 
who were at the gate, along with the elders, said, “We 
are witnesses. May the Lord make the woman who is 
coming into your house like Rachel and Leah, who to-
gether built up the house of Israel. May you produce chil-
dren in Ephrathah and bestow a name in Bethle-
hem; 12 and, through the children that the Lord will give 
you by this young woman, may your house be like the 
house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.” 

The Genealogy of David 

13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became his wife. When they 
came together, the Lord made her conceive, and she 
bore a son. 14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be 
the Lord, who has not left you this day without next-of-
kin; and may his name be renowned in Israel! 15 He shall 
be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old 
age; for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is 
more to you than seven sons, has borne him.” 16 Then Na-
omi took the child and laid him in her bosom, and be-
came his nurse.17 The women of the neighborhood gave 
him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” 
They named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, 
the father of David. 

18 Now these are the descendants of Perez: Perez became 
the father of Hezron, 19 Hezron of Ram, Ram of Am-
minadab, 20 Amminadab of Nahshon, Nahshon of Salm-
on, 21 Salmon of Boaz, Boaz of Obed,22 Obed of Jesse, and 
Jesse of David. 

To understand that God’s 

redemptive work starts 

with faith and the reward 

for faithfulness is           

redemption. 
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Teacher’s Preparation 
The Book of Ruth plays an important part in the redemptive process God started after the failure of mankind 
through Adam and Eve.  So it is amazing how a gentile woman's love and faith leads her to become a link in the 
chain of events that leads to the redemption of mankind through Jesus Christ.  This beautiful little book links the Old 
Testament with the New Testament in a special way. 

The story starts with the introduction that the events happened when the Judges ruled the chosen people and they 
were far away from the God who called them, there was the darkness of idolatry and because of their faithlessness 
to the true God of Israel, even the land was not producing enough to sustain the people. Even in Bethlehem, the 
word Bethlehem means "house of bread", there was famine and Elimelech and Naomi with their two sons had to 
move from Bethlehem to Moab.   

The faithlessness of the chosen ones and the faithful embrace of the same faith and the same God by a gentile wom-
an and her devotion to her mother-in-law leads to God's blessing.  

This book also bring about the doctrine of Kinsman Redeemer from the Mosaic law to the New Testament Redeemer 
and Mediator Jesus Christ.  If we look faithfully we see God's plan of redemption starting to take shape in this book.  

 

MAIN IDEA  
The word of God gives importance as to how we treat our parents, elderly relatives and elders in the church and the society 
as a whole.   

In Proverbs 23:22, it says "Listen to your father who begot you and do not despise your mother when she is old".  In Leviti-
cus 19:32, it says "You shall rise before the aged and defer to the old (meaning - honor elderly people); and you shall fear 
your God: I am the Lord".  In Ephesians 6:1-3, it says "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  "Honor your 
father and mother" - this is the first commandment with a promise: so that it may be well with you and you may live long on 
the earth". 

Today we learn about how God rewarded a young woman for her love and devotion to her elderly widowed mother-in-law 
and accepted the God of Israel as her God .  The young widowed woman who went beyond her grief and limitations and ac-
cepted her husband’s mother as her mother and accepted the God of Israel as her God was Ruth, a gentile Moabite wom-
an.  Today we also learn about the kinsman redeemer of the Old Testament and our kinsman redeemer Jesus Christ. 

The story begins when the Judges were ruling the people of Israel, the people were disobedient and they were not following 
the commandments God had given them.  Disobedience leads to God's punishment and there was famine in the land.  The 
family of Elimelech consisting of his wife Naomi, sons Mahlon and Kilion who were living in Bethlehem (the word Bethlehem 
means "house of bread) decided to move to Moab where there was no famine.  While living there for some time 
Elimelech suddenly died and Naomi was left with her two sons.  While living in Moab, Mahlon and Kilion married Moabite 
women Ruth and Orpah.  After the family lived there for ten years, both Mahlon and Kilion also died.  Now Naomi was left 
with her daughter-in-laws Ruth and Orpah.  Naomi without her husband and two sons wanted to go back to Judah and then 
heard that God has shown mercy to the people in Judah and that the famine has ended and there was food.  Naomi decided 
to go back to Judah and to Bethlehem where she had her husband’s property.  Before leaving to Bethlehem Naomi asked 
Ruth and Orpah to return to their homes and get remarried and live a life with their families.  As Naomi insisted Orpah went 
back to her people, however Ruth took a completely different stand and told Naomi that she will not leave her.  Ruth told 
Naomi wherever she goes she will go with her and Naomi's people will be her people and Naomi's God will be her God.   
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MAIN IDEA (continued)  
Naomi and Ruth went to Bethlehem and the people there welcomed them back and they heard Naomi's sad story and also how 
one of her daughters-in-law, in love and devotion to her had accompanied her to Bethlehem.  They came to Bethlehem in the 
beginning of the barley harvest time.  Naomi and Ruth being widows had no one to provide for them, they had to find work or 
somehow find food to live by.  Ruth undertook that responsibility and was willing to work to get food.  Then Naomi told Ruth 
about a wealthy man, Boaz, who was a relative of Elimelech and was also a Kinsman to Naomi.  In the Levite law, a relative also 
known as kinsman can redeem the property of a dead man who died without any children by marrying the widow.  This law 
was to save the widow from poverty and widowhood.   

Ruth went to the field of Boaz to glean after the reapers of the barley harvest.  (Gleaning means gathering leftover grain after a 
harvest).  Boaz saw Ruth at the field and enquired about her and met her and told his servants to show kindness to her as Ruth 
showed love and kindness to Naomi.  Ruth gleaned in the field of Boaz the whole day and in the evening she got an ephah or a 
bushel of barley and she took that to Naomi.  Naomi was very pleased about what Ruth had done and where she went for 
gleaning.  Ruth gleaned in the fields of Boaz for the barley and wheat harvest.  Naomi then told Ruth that Boaz can redeem her 
and asked Ruth to go and meet Boaz at the threshing floor and ask Boaz to redeem her.  Ruth did as Naomi told her and Boaz 
was very kind and told Ruth that he will redeem her, however there was another kinsman who was closer in relationship to 
Naomi than him and if only the other person does nor redeem her he can redeem her.  Ruth went back to Naomi and told her 
what had happened. 

Boaz went to the village gate early next morning to meet with the kinsman who was closer in relationship to Naomi and find 
out whether he was willing to redeem Ruth or not. In those days things were decided and transactions were finalized at the 
gate of the village or town.  Elders will gather at a particular time, mostly in the morning, and if there is anything to be decided 
upon all parties will gather and things will be discussed and it will be decided up on that day. 

As expected by Boaz the other kinsman of Naomi also came to village gate and Boaz asked him to sit down with him. Boaz then 
asked the other kinsman whether he is willing to redeem the property of Elimelech their kinsman, the other kinsman then told 
Boaz that he was willing to buy the property but did not want to marry Ruth the Moabite woman, because it will affect his and 
his children's inheritance.  The other kinsman then asked Boaz to redeem Elimelech's property and Ruth the Moabite woman 
and as a sign of his acceptance of the redemption by Boaz he took his sandal and gave it to Boaz. 

Boaz then called the elders of the village together and told them that he has acquired from the hand of Naomi all that be-
longed to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon and also acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, to be 
his wife, to maintain the dead man’s name on his inheritance, in order that the name of the dead may not be cut off from his 
kindred and from the gate of his native place and they were all witness for this.  The elders and the people of the gate accepted 
it and then blessed Boaz the blessing of Israel. 

Boaz took Ruth as his wife and Ruth later bore a son for Boaz and Naomi the grand mother and her people named the boy 
Obed.  Obed grew up and became a man and he married and he begot a son named Jesse and Jesse later on became the father 
of David.   

Jesus Christ our Lord and savior was born in the house of David and in the tribe of Judah.  See how God in his mercy blessed a 
gentile Moabite woman for her love and faithfulness and her acceptance of the God of Israel as her God and rewarded her to 
become a part of God's plan for the salvation of all mankind.   

Jesus Christ is our kinsman redeemer and the reason is, Jesus is the son of God; he came down to earth and became a human 
being just like us and he suffered the worst kind of suffering a man can endure and shed his blood and died on the cross for all 
our sins and by his blood redeemed us.   Just like the other kinsman, Jesus didn't have do it, but in his love for all of us he did it, 
therefore Jesus is our redeemer, our kinsman redeemer. 
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I will honor God in everything I do.  I 
will honor and obey my parents, and 
will honor my teachers and elders in 

the church and the leaders in the    
community.  

MY DECISION 

Values 

for  

Life 

 

 

Honoring God in all circumstance of life and honoring your parents, elders and the 
law of the land leads to a blessed life in this world and in the world to come.  

            16 But Ruth said, 

“Do not press me to leave you 
    or to turn back from following you! 
Where you go, I will go; 
    where you lodge, I will lodge; 
your people shall be my people, 
    and your God my God. 

Ruth 1:16 

 

MEMORY VERSE 



 

GRADE 4, LESSON 13           Page 5 

 

TIME TO REVIEW! 
1. Out of the Ten Commandments God gave to Moses, which commandment is the one with a promise? 

 
A.  1st                         C.  5th 

 
B.  3rd                         D.  7th 

 
2. The word Bethlehem means ….. 
 
 A. David’s City                    C.  House of grains 
 
 B. House of barley                D.  House of bread 
 
3. Why did Elimelech and his family move to Moab? 
 
 A. Elimelech got a job in Moab        C.  Because of famine in Judah 
 
 B. His wife told him             D.  He liked the weather there  
 
3.Why did Naomi wanted to go back to Bethlehem her husband’s native place? 
 
 A. She lost her husband and children        C.   Her daughter-in-law's asked her to 
 
 B. She heard that the famine in Judea         D.  She felt alone in Moab 
            as ended 
 

4. Why did Orpah leave Naomi and go back to her people? 
 
 A. Naomi asked her to go and have a         C.  She didn’t want to stay with Naomi and Ruth 
             new life 

 
 B. She didn't like Naomi            D.  Her parents asked her to come back  
 
5. Why did Ruth decide to accompany Naomi to Bethlehem? 
 
 A. She wanted to see Bethlehem        C.  She wanted to leave Moab 
 
 B. She loved Naomi and believed in the     D.  She did not want Naomi to go alone 
            God of Israel 
 

6. Who was Boaz? 
 
 A. An Israelite                    C.  A cousin of Elimelech 
 
 B. A village councilor                D.  A farmer 



 

GRADE 4, LESSON 13           Page 6 

Activity 2: 

Dear LORD, 

Dear Lord in your love for mankind you send your only Son to this 
world to redeem us from this world, Jesus became a human being 
just like us so that he became the kinsman redeemer for us, even 

when he had to suffer much and die on the cross for us.  We under-
stand your deep love for us and we pray together to help and 

strengthen us to live a live pleasing to you just as Jesus did in this 
world.  We are sinners but your grace is sufficient to lead us in this 

world. In Jesus precious name we pray.  

AMEN  
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AIM UNIT  

iii 
Fall of Solomon 
Be obedient to God’s commandments 

1 Kings 11: 1-13 (NRSV) 

Solomon’s Errors 

1 King Solomon loved many foreign women along with 
the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, 
Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2 from the nations concern-
ing which the Lord had said to the Israelites, “You shall 
not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they 
with you; for they will surely incline your heart to follow 
their gods”; Solomon clung to these in love. 3 Among his 
wives were seven hundred princesses and three hundred 
concubines; and his wives turned away his heart. 4 For 
when Solomon was old, his wives turned away his heart 
after other gods; and his heart was not true to 
the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father Da-
vid. 5 For Solomon followed Astarte the goddess of the 
Sidonians, and Milcom the abomination of the Ammo-
nites. 6 So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of 
the Lord, and did not completely follow the Lord, as his 
father David had done. 7 Then Solomon built a high place 

for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech 
the abomination of the Ammonites, on the mountain 
east of Jerusalem. 8 He did the same for all his foreign 
wives, who offered incense and sacrificed to their gods. 

9 Then the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his 
heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who had appeared to him twice, 10 and had commanded 
him concerning this matter, that he should not follow 
other gods; but he did not observe what 
the Lord commanded. 11 Therefore the Lord said to Solo-
mon, “Since this has been your mind and you have not 
kept my covenant and my statutes that I have command-
ed you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you and give 
it to your servant. 12 Yet for the sake of your father David I 
will not do it in your lifetime; I will tear it out of the hand 
of your son. 13 I will not, however, tear away the entire 
kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of 
my servant David and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I 
have chosen.” 

Focus on whom we devel-

op our relationships. Life 

without God will be mean-

ingless, regardless of edu-

cation, fame, the greatest 

of pleasures, and abun-

dance of wealth. 

MAIN IDEA 
God's Abundant Blessings 

Solomon was the son of David born to Bathsheba. David picked Solomon as his successor as a teenager to rule Isra-
el with no leadership experience. In 1King 2: 3-4, David advices Solomon to “observe what the Lord your God re-
quires: Walk in obedience to him, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws and regulations, as written in the 
Law of Moses. Do this so that you may prosper in all you do and wherever you go and that the Lord may keep his 
promise to me”. 

In 1 King 3:4-1 it says King Solomon went to Gibeon that was the most important high place, and offered a thou-
sand burnt offerings on that altar. Lord appeared to Solomon in his dream in Gibeon and said “Ask for whatever 
you want me to give you.” Solomon replied “give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to dis-
tinguish between right and wrong”. Lord was pleased with what Solomon asked for and gave wise and discerning 
heart for administering justice, so that there will never be anyone like Solomon, nor will there ever be. Moreover, 
he also blessed Solomon with wealth and honor, so that in his lifetime he will have no equal among kings 
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MAIN IDEA (Continued…) 
Power and Supremacy 

Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the Euphrates River to the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of 
Egypt and had peace on all sides. He was wiser than anyone else to interpret complex situations and had great 
knowledge of science, and his fame spread to all the surrounding nations. People came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, 
sent by all the kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom. The neighboring kings accepted his supremacy primari-
ly because of his divine blessings and God’s help in defeating enemies of Israelites. 

Temptations and Distractions 

However with that power came temptations of life and distractions from his relationship with God. He ignored the ad-
vices given by his father David to be obedient to God’s commands and laws. Regardless of all the blessings and being 
the wisest person, Solomon made wrong choices that lead to his downfall.  Solomon thought he could get away with 
sins since God has given him all the wealth and supremacy of power among all the neighboring kings. 

Focusing on wealth and use of forced labor 

By relying on wisdom and power, Solomon amassed wealth beyond anyone’s imagination through his diplomatic and 
trade relations with neighboring countries. He undertook huge building projects that took 7 years to build Temple, 13 
years to build his palace that used forced labor of his citizens. In 1 Kings 12:4, you can see the Israelites revolting 
against Solomon’s son Rehoboam due to the hardships they had to go through during Solomon’s time. This eventually 
resulted in splitting of the Israel into two. 

Marriage to foreign women 

Israelites were forbidden to marry foreign woman since they will persuade Israelites to worship pagan gods. Yet Solo-
mon married women from other religion against God’ command. Indeed, Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord by 
building high places for worshiping the pagan gods and offering sacrifices. 

God’s punishment 

1 Kings 12:11-13 Therefore the Lord said to Solomon, “Since this has been your mind and you have not kept my cove-
nant and my statutes that I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom from you and give it to your servant. 
Yet for the sake of your father David I will not do it in your lifetime; I will tear it out of the hand of your son. I will not, 
however, tear away the entire kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of my servant David and for the 
sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen.” 

God raised many enemies against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite, Rezon son of Eliada and Jeroboam (son of Nebat) who 
served as In-charge of labor force of the tribes of Joseph. After 40 years of rule by Solomon, his Son Rehoboam took 
over as the king of Israel. Based on God’s verdict to Solomon, God split 10 out of the 12 tribes of Israel and gave to Sol-
omon’s servant Jeroboam. Rehoboam only had control over the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. 

Throughout biblical history, God warned Israelites to refrain from forbidden things through prophets and religious lead-
ers, yet their kings foolishly institutionalized and worshiped pagan gods. God’s wrath and punishments were consistent 
and yet human struggle to be obedient to His commandments & maintain relationship with Him. 
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Values 

for  

Life 

Your parents are blessed and you are born as privileged children. Being at high 
risk to getting distracted in life with all the choices around you, remember the life 
of King Solomon 3000 years ago. Solomon didn’t use his wisdom, wealth and pow-
er wisely, but did evil on God’s eyes. In Ecclesiastes 2, he is confessing that he 
sinned while his mind was still guided by the wisdom since he didn’t know how to 
say NO to evil desires. His life is a great lesson for us to be obedient to the teach-
ings from parents and God’s commandments. 

In the end, even being wealthy, Solomon was not happy in his life, for he says in 
Ecclesiastes 2:11 “Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had 
toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing 
was gained under the sun.” 

So don’t get carried away by your wisdom or abilities compared to your friends, 
for that means nothing unless you live a righteous life and God blesses you a good 
life. If you focus on materializing the talents given to you, the wealth amassed will 
not give you satisfaction. Invest your talents to build the Kingdom of God rather 
than building for yourself. 

If my people who are called by my 

name humble themselves, pray, seek 

my face, and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from heaven, 

and will forgive their sin and heal their 

land. 

2 Chronicles 7:14  

 

MEMORY VERSE 
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TIME TO REVIEW! 
Fill in the Blank: 

1.                     the priest took the horn of oil from the sacred tent and anointed Solomon 
at                     .   

2. Lord appeared to Solomon in his dream the first time after he offered 1000 burnt offer-
ings in ____    ______ and then appeared a second time after he dedicated the                 to 
God. 

3. Solomon built Temple and palaces using __________  _________ of his citizens. 

4. Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord by building high places for 

__________________  ___________  __________ and offering sacrifices. 

 
 

Answer the Following: 

1. Explain the advice that David gave Solomon when he handed over the power. 

 

 

2. What did Solomon ask God as a blessing?  Explain blessings he received in re-
turn. 

 

 

3. Why was God angry at Solomon? 

 

 

4. Explain the God’s punishment for Solomon. 

 
 
 



 

GRADE 4, LESSON 14           Page 5 

Dear LORD, 

Thank you for teaching us the lesson on 
Solomon. Help us to live wisely by being 
righteous and obeying to elders. Please 
remind our conscious that sin is lurking 
at our doors and we should win over it. 
Give us strength and wisdom to say NO 
to evil desires. Let our thoughts and ac-

tions be pleasing to you Lord. 

AMEN  
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AIM UNIT  

iv 
John Prepares the Way 
God has purpose for everyone 

Matthew 3:1-12 (NRSV) 
 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wil-
derness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the king-
dom of heaven has come near.”[a] 3 This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make his paths straight.’” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leath-
er belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all 
Judea were going out to him, and all the region along 
the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of 

vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come?8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9 Do not pre-
sume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones 
to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 
11 “I baptize you with[b] water for repentance, but one 
who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with[c] the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is 
in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 
will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff 
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

To understand that we 

must repent and believe to 

be fruitful 

MAIN IDEA 
Prophesies  

God has a purpose for all prophets sent to inform and prepare his people of His upcoming actions. John was 
a prophet sent to set the stage for Jesus' mission on earth. Jesus grew up in a normal family in normal cir-
cumstances and no one considered Jesus as special until His glory was reveled by John the Baptist. However 
John had a unique life and led his life as a Nazarite and was thought of highly by the people as a God’s mes-
senger. Hence John's revelation of Jesus was easily accepted by the Israelites as the Messiah.  Here are 
some of the most relevant prophesies about John the Baptist.  

Isaiah prophesized hundreds of years before the arrival of John as the person to prepare the way for the 
arrival of Jesus. Isaiah 40:3: A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare  the way for the Lord; make 
straight in the desert  a highway for our God..."  

Malachi 3:1 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you 
are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the 
Lord Almighty. 

Malachi 4: 5-6 “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%203#fen-NRSV-23195a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%203#fen-NRSV-23204b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%203#fen-NRSV-23204c
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comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; 
or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.” This is a reference  to John who had spirit and 
power of Elijah. 

John's Ministry: Preparation for Jesus 

John's ministry included the following;  

 preaching about the "arrival of time" and the need for baptism of repentance with water  

 reveling himself as the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophesy (John 1:23) as the preparer of way 

 reveling the light (Jesus) unknown to world even when it existed before John (John 1: 9-11) 

 introducing Jesus as the Sacrificial Lamb to the world(John 1: 29-30) 

 bear witness that Jesus as "God's Chosen One" who will baptize by Holy Spirit (John 1:32-34) 

In Mark 1:4, it says "  And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Con-
fessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River 

In Bethany, when Jewish Priests questioned John if he himself is the Messiah or Elijah or a Prophet, (John 1:23) 
John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight 
the way for the Lord' " 

John 1: 9-11 is revealing Jesus as a light who was already in the world, however the world neither received nor 
recognized His glory. "The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was his 
own, but his own did not receive him. 

in John 1: 29-30, John is introducing Jesus to the world as the Lamb who will bear the sins of the whole world. 
'The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of 
the world! This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was 
before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be re-
vealed to Israel.” 

Finally he is bearing the witness that Jesus is "God's Chosen One" who will baptize by Holy Spirit. John 1:32-34 
Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. And I 
myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see 
the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen and I testify that 
this is God’s Chosen One.” 

John's Role  

John clearly knew his role prescribed in God’s Word. He understood that Jesus is well above his status  and says 
"He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not even fit to remove His sandals". John 3:30 “He must 
become greater; I must become less”.  

9 months before his birth, Gabriel, the angel of God appeared to John’s father, Zacharias (Luke 1:16-17), and 
said about John “He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. And he will go on before 
the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”  
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Comparison to Elijah. 

Prophet Elijah is considered as a strong personality who had the courage to challenge a mighty king Ahab (who 
worshiped pagan gods to please his wife Jezebel) and the 450 prophets of Baal  in Mount Carmel and slaugh-
tered them (1 King 18:18-40). Malachi prophesied about John bearing the spirit of Elijah. In a similar way,  John 
also can be seen rebelling against the Pharisees and Sadducees as calling them by names "brood of vipers" in 
Mathew 3:7 and in Luke 3:19 John rebuked  King Herod because of his marriage to Herodias 

 
 

 

Values 

for  

Life 

John created a favorable environment by Baptism by repentance for remission of 
sins for Jesus to enter and operate in.  Matthew 3:6 tells us, "People went out to 
him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. Confessing 
their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River."  

In Luke 3: 10-14, we can see the people, tax collectors, soldiers etc genuinely 
touched by the warnings of John and seeking advice on what to do. John’s answer 
was simple;  

 Share what you have with the poor and needy 

 Do not be greedy and be happy with what you get paid  

 Do not accuse others falsely  

Hence, we need to set the stage ourselves for the second coming of Jesus. Hebrews 
12:14 says “without holiness no one will see the Lord”. We need holy spirit in us for 
repentance.  1 John1:8-9 says “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves 
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will for-
give us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness”. Proverbs 28:13 says 
“Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and re-

nounces them finds mercy.” 1 John 

Repent, for the kingdom of  

heaven has come near. 

Matthew 3:22 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

Dear LORD, 
We thank you for teaching us the lesson 
on Solomon. Help us to live wisely by be-
ing righteous and obeying to elders. 
Please remind our conscious that sin is 
lurking at our doors and we should win 
over it. Give us strength and wisdom to 
say NO to evil desires. Let our thoughts 
and actions be pleasing to you Lord.  

AMEN  
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TIME TO REVIEW! 
Fill in the blanks 

1.  Jewish Priests questioned John if he himself is the Messiah or Elijah or a Prophet in 
__________________. 

 

2.  ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will    
baptize with the _____________  ____________.’  

 

3.  John 3:30 “He must become _______________; I must become _____________”. 

 

Answer the Questions 

1.  Explain 2 of the prophesies about John as the preparer of the way for Jesus  

 

 

 

 

2.  Explanation how John introduced Jesus to the world 

 

 

 

 

3.  Explain why John the Baptist is compared to Prophet Elijah 
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AIM UNIT  

iv 
The Lost Coin 
God loves each and everyone of us 

Luke 15:8-10 (NRSV) 
 8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, 
and search carefully until she finds it? 9 When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, 
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the pres-
ence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

 

All of heaven rejoices 

when we repent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s Preparation 

The word “parable” in Greek literally means, “to set beside,” as in the English word “comparison” or 

“similitude.” In the Jewish culture, things were explained not in terms of statistics or definitions as 

they are in English-speaking cultures. In the Jewish culture of biblical times, things were explained 

in word pictures. 

Matthew 13:35 

This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet: I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter 

what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.” 
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MAIN IDEA 
Context of the Parable 
In Luke 15, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law are expressing their concern over Jesus on his friendship 
with tax collectors and sinners. "This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them." (Luke 15:2). As an explana-
tion to why he eats with sinners, Jesus tells the parable of the Lost Sheep, this parable of the Lost Coin and sub-
sequently the parable of Lost Son (Prodigal son). 
In these parables the lost sheep or coin metaphorically symbolizes a sinner ie a person lost in sin (sinner). 
 
Importance of lost coin, sheep or son 
In all the 3 parables, the loss represents incomplete set. The shepherd lost just a sheep among the 100 he 
owned, yet he was concerned and put all his effort to retrieve it. A coin is just a physical object, yet without the 
10th coin, the lady doesn’t feel the completeness. Regardless of how insignificant the loss seems to us, it is 
viewed as an important loss in the eyes of God. He wants all His creation to be sustained and complete. That is 
why all 3 parables ends with the celebration of the owner with their friends and neighbors and recalls rejoicing 
in heaven over the sinner who repents. 
 
Duty of a Christian 
God created human as a social being and hence our duty is to be in communion with fellow human.  God has 
gifted the community and you have a responsibility to maintain it. As good evangelist, you should be concerned 
for a lost (sinner) neighbor or a friend and seriously seek their return. 
 
John 3:20-21 says “Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their 
deeds will be exposed. But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that 
what they have done has been done in the sight of God”. And John 3:16 says “For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life”. Hence our 
responsibility lies in spreading the gospel among the sinners and show them the light towards Jesus. 
 
Jesus deliberately chooses the words like “light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it” 
that indicates it was not a causal glance around the house. The woman did extra effort in using tools and metic-
ulously (detailed) searched for the coin. This signifies her duty to retain control on what was given by God. 
Hence all Christians have the duty to seek sinners with extra effort. 
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Values 

for  

Life 

Luke 5:31, 32 Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but 

the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” A right-

eous man will be well accepted in the society, however a sinner will most likely be 

isolated and it will be hard for him to be accepted. Your willingness to seek them 

and offering companionship maybe all it takes to return sinner back to God. Jesus’s 

companionship at a dinner was enough for Zacchaeus to repent and offer to pay 

back the money unfairly collected from poor citizen. 

When you successfully accomplish your duty as a Christian, rejoicing and celebra-

tion is guaranteed in the presence of the angels of God. 

I have come to call not the  

righteous but sinners  

to repentance.”  

Luke 5:32 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

Dear LORD, 
Thank you for the practical lessons that you are 
teaching us through the parables in the Bible.  
Thank you for giving us a good community to live 
in. Please strengthen us and give us willingness 
to seek for lost sinners and provide companion-
ship to show them the light and return to God’s 
way. We understand that you are concerned on 
loss of even the least important person and there 
will be rejoicing in the heavens on the repent-
ance of each sinner. 

AMEN  
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TIME TO REVIEW! 
 

Fill in the blanks 

1.  ________________   told the parable of lost coin. 

2.  Lost coin or sheep symbolically represents a  ________________. 

3.  “Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 
who _________________.” 

 
Answer the Questions 

1.  What is the common theme in the parables of lost coin, sheep or son? 

 

 

2.  Explain your duty as a Christian towards a sinner 
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AIM UNIT  

iv 
Jesus Heals on the Sabbath 
God is love and His laws were given  

in love 

Mark 3:1-5 (NRSV) 
Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. 2 They watched him to see whether 
he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. 3 And he said to the man who had the withered 
hand, “Come forward.” 4 Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to 
kill?” But they were silent. 5 He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their hardness of heart and said 
to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 

 

To understand that the 

laws given by God were 

given with the spirit of 

love 

Teacher’s Preparation 

Gospel of Mark was written by John Mark, believed to be a close associate of Simon Peter.  Chrono-
logically this is the first Gospel ever written.  Mark's Gospel is also believed to be the account of the 
life and work of Jesus Christ through the eyes of Simon Peter.  Mark presents Jesus as the servant of 
God who is ready and willing to do God's will anytime, because a faithful servant always knows the 
intentions of  his master.   

In Chapter 2: 23-27,  we see Jesus justifying his disciples in front of the Pharisees for picking and 
eating grain while they were going through a grain field on  a Sabbath, and Jesus quoted the scrip-
ture and told them about David and his companions eating the consecrated bread which only the 
priests can eat.  Jesus then told them that the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.  
Jesus then completed this conversation quoting that the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath and 
this angered the pharisees even more. 

It is after the above incident, on a Sabbath Jesus and his disciples were going into the synagogue and 
there Jesus saw the man with the withered hand.  The pharisees and other religious leaders were 
waiting to find fault with Jesus and Jesus immediately knew there intention and was angered by 
their insensitivity to the needs of the people and asked them whether which is lawful to do good or 
evil or to save or kill  on the Sabbath? they did not respond and Jesus was angered by their stubborn 
heart and healed the man in front of them.  Jesus knew the consequence of his action.  The Pharisees 
and other religious leaders went out in anger and began to plot to kill Jesus. 
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MAIN IDEA 
Today’s lesson is taken from the Gospel of Mark.  Let us learn some interesting facts about Mark's Gospel.  Gos-
pel means 'good news'.  The author of this Gospel is John Mark, however he was not one of the twelve disciples.  
John Mark's uncle was Barnabas, who was Paul's companion.  John Mark accompanied Paul in his first mission-
ary journey for a short time.  Simon Peter was a close associate of John Mark.  Mark's Gospel is the first Gospel 
ever written and the shortest of the four Gospel's.   

 In today's lesson we learn about how Jesus reveals the heart of his father the God almighty.  God is love.  The 
Laws given by God through Moses were given in love for His creation, so that the people will know the one true 
God and live a peaceful and satisfying life among themselves, if they kept and obeyed the laws. However the 
religious leaders over the time added more and more to the laws given by God to have control over the people 
and completely ignored the intention of God when He gave the law.  In todays lesson we learn how Jesus ques-
tions the religious leaders as to their way of keeping Sabbath holy.   

In the earlier chapter (Chapter 2:23-27), we see the Pharisees accusing Jesus's disciples for breaking the laws of 
Sabbath when the disciples while passing through a grain field started picking grain heads and began to eat 
them.  Jesus immediately reminded the Pharisees the story of David and his companions going into the temple 
and eating the consecrated bread which only the priests can eat.  God did not punish David or his companions 
for eating it, as they were hungry and there was no other bread available and David was hiding from Saul who 
was trying to kill him.  Jesus reminded the Pharisees that the laws were given by God for the welfare of the peo-
ple.  In the same way the 4th commandment was given to keep the seventh day holy so that the people will rest 
from their labor of six days and spend time for worship and rest.  Then Jesus told the Pharisees that the Sabbath 
was created by God for man and not man for Sabbath. 

In the Bible portion for today we see Jesus entering the synagogue and seeing a man with a withered or disfig-
ured hand and saw the same Pharisees and religious readers who were watching Jesus whether he would heal 
that man on that Sabbath day.   Jesus immediately knew there intentions (you might ask how? the answer is - 
because he is the Son of God) and boldly asked the man with the withered hand to stand in front of everyone.  
Then Jesus asked the Pharisees and the religious leaders, which is the right thing to do on Sabbath, do good or 
do evil?  They did not answer, because there is only one answer and that was to do good.  If they said that, they 
will be justifying what Jesus is going to do anyway.  Jesus caught them in their own trick.  So they kept quiet, 
and Jesus was deeply troubled by their hard heartedness.  So Jesus said to the man to stretch his hand and he 
stretched it out  and his hand was completely restored and became just like his other good hand.  The Pharisees 
and other religious leaders were angry as Jesus caught them in their own trick and walked out of the synagogue 
in anger and began to plot to kill Jesus.   

From the bible portion for today we learn again from Jesus the importance of keeping the Sabbath as well as 
doing the right thing on Sabbath.  Jesus by his word and action showed us that it is better to be merciful and 
kind rather than following the law by the word.  

You might ask, how did Jesus do this? The answer is,  Jesus is the Son of God, who is part of the Trinitarian God 
(God the Father, the Son and the Holly Spirit) who created everything in the universe, including you and me and 
have the power to do it.   When you learn about the other miracles Jesus did, you will understand this clearly. 
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Values 

for  

Life 

God gave us the Ten Commandments to follow.  We should obey them.  We should 

also have love and compassion for those around us.  We have to remind ourselves 

in situations, ‘What would Jesus Do?’  God loves his people and we should also 

show that love.  Jesus said the two most important commandments are : 

 Love your God with all your heart, all your soul and all your mind. 

 Love your neighbor as yourself 

 

If you keep these in your heart, God will lead you to do the right things. 

Anyone, then, who knows                    

the right thing to do and                           

fails to do it, commits sin. 

James 4:17 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

Dear LORD, 
Thank you teaching us through the Your word.  

Help us to take the things we learned today and 
apply them to our lives.  Help us to be kind and 
merciful to others.  Help us not to blindly follow 
things but seek You first.  Help us to love you 

and listen to you each and every day.   

AMEN  
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TIME TO REVIEW! 
Answer the Questions 

1. What is the meaning of the word Gospel? 

a. Go and spell it   b. An account  c. Good news  d. Biblical word  

 

2. Why did God give the Laws to the people? 

a. People asked for it  

b. So that the people will know the real God and live peacefully among themselves  

c. God wanted to control them d. God can punish them if they disobey  

 

3.  Why did Jesus and his disciples go to the synagogue? 

a. To heal the sick  

b. To have conference with the religious leaders  

c. It was a Sabbath day and they went to worship God  

d. To take rest.  

 

4. Why did the Pharisees and the religious leaders think that Jesus was breaking the law of 
Sabbath by healing the man with a withered hand on Sabbath? 

a. They considered Jesus healing the man as a form of work   

b. They did not like the miracles Jesus did  

c. Jesus's miracles made them look bad as they couldn't do anything even closer to it  

d. During Sabbath all are supposed to go to the synagogue and sit there and do nothing.  

 

5. What does Jesus teach us by healing the man with the withered hand? 

a. Working on Sabbath is ok  

b. Sick people need doctor's  

c. Showing mercy towards another human being is more important than just following the 
law by the word.  

d. Healing the sick is God's business  
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AIM UNIT  

iv 
Jesus Blesses the Children 
Let the Children Come to Jesus 

Matthew 19:13-15 (NRSV) 
13 Then little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples 
spoke sternly to those who brought them; 14 but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not stop them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.” 15 And he laid his hands on them and went on his way. 

 

To understand that Jesus 

cares about children 

Teacher’s Preparation 

You can read other accounts of this story in Mark 10:13-16 and Luke 18:15-17.  

Parents (Mothers) want what is best for their children.  They had seen Jesus do wonderful miracles 
such as healing people and bringing comfort to those in need.  It was the Jewish custom for parents 
to bring their children to the synagogue leader before their first birthday.  They regarded Jesus as a 
Rabbi.   

In Matthew 18:4-6 (NRSV) Jesus says, "4 Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven. 5 Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.  6 “If any of 
you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for you 
if a great millstone were fastened around your neck and you were drowned in the depth of the 
sea."  Jesus wanted His followers to be like children.  Their innocence and sense of humility and 
hope were attributes that Jesus wanted His disciples to notice. 
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MAIN IDEA 
One day, after Jesus had been teaching people about God, some mothers started bringing their little babies and 
their children to Jesus to be blessed.  But the disciples thought they were bothering Jesus and started sending 
the mothers and children away.   

Have you ever dealt with little children who bothered you?  How about if there were a lot of children?  Would 
you get upset? 

When Jesus saw the disciples sending the children away, he scolded the disciples.  He told the disciples that 
they shouldn’t stop the children from coming to Him.  

Jesus wanted little children to come because He loves them and they have the kind of attitude needed to ap-
proach God.  Everyone needs childlike faith in God.  The openness of little children was very different to the 
stubbornness of the religious leaders, who let their education stand in the way of the simple faith needed to 
believe in Jesus. 

After Jesus blessed them, He went on from there. 

We need to be like children in our attitude.  That doesn’t mean we should be immature but innocent and 
wanting to learn more.  God wants us to come to Him and he is always ready to welcome us. 
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Values 

for  

Life 

God knows us by name.  He knew us even before He formed us in our mother's 
womb (Jeremiah 1:5).  God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to earth to die on the cross 
for all of our sins.  Jesus is waiting with His arms open for you and I.  

Jesus loves us, but He especially loves the little children.  Jesus loves the little chil-
dren because of their humbleness, kind and loving nature.  

But Jesus said, “Let the little children 
come to me, and do not stop them; for 
it is to such as these that the kingdom 
of heaven belongs.”  

Matthew 19:14 

 

MEMORY VERSE 

Dear LORD, 
Thank you for sending your son to die on the 
cross for our sins.  Forgive us Father, for we are 
sinners.  We have sinned against you knowing 
and unknowingly.  Help us to live a life pleasing 
in your sight.  Help us to be like little children, 
with humbleness, loving and kind. 

AMEN  



 

GRADE 4, LESSON 20           Page 4 

 

TIME TO REVIEW! 
Answer the Questions 

1.  What did the mothers want Jesus to give their children? 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  What did the disciples do when mothers brought their children to Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  When Jesus saw the disciples keeping the children away, what did he say? 
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ACTIVITIES 
Activity 1: 
Place a picture of Jesus in the center of the board and then put children’s pictures all around. These could be photos 
of  the children in your class as well as the entire parish. Title the board “Jesus Loves the Children”. 
 

 

 

 

 

Activity 2: 

 


